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PREFACE. 

These very easy lessons on the Catechism have 
been found helpful when published in the Monthly 
Paper of Sunday Readings ^ and are therefore given in 
a revised and collected form, hoping that they may 
assist in that great difficulty, that of teaching the 
Church Catechism entire. 



It is suggested that one lesson should be read 
to, or by, the child or children each time, the words 
of the Catechism it refers to, and the text learnt by 
hcait, the questions answered ; and that, before be- 
ginning the next lesson, there should be a recapitula- 
tion of these last — going as far back as time and 
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attention will allow — always, indeed, repeating from 
the beginning of the Catechism itself, so as to get 
it absolutely perfect As the whole Catechism can 
be said in less than a quarter of an hour, this is 
surely not too great a tax.. 



We hope that the last division of the Catechism 
will be taught in due course with the rest, and not 
deferred, as is too often the habit, till the last years 
of school life. This often results in its never being 
learnt at all, and seldom known as perfectly as the 
rest. Even if it be not comprehended at the time, 
the memory needs to be stored with it for future 
use, and it is a grave mistake in Church teaching 
to make it the least familiar portion. 



Here there has been an endeavour to work 
through it step by step, so as to render the involved 
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sentences less puzzling ; and it has certainly been my 
experience that children are quite capable of working 
intelligently through this portion if due pains are 
taken with them. 

CHARLOTTE M. YONGE. 

December 30M, 1885. 
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TEACHINGS ON THE CATECHISM: 
FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 



I. 

THE NAME IN BAPTISM.^ 
** Suffer the little children to come unto Me." — Mark x. 14. 

Question, What is your name ? 
Answer. Nor M, 

Did you ever see the font that stands in Church ? 
It is a great basin, (made of stone,) (standing on a 
pillar,) (with steps up to it,) and it is put near the 
door of the Chiurch, 

1 Note. — This lesson should he read slowly, and, if possible, 
both conversationally and reverently, giving, if possible, the real 
characteristics of the individual font, the name of the clergyman, 
and, if possible, of the sponsors, as well as of the child itself. 
If read to a class of infants, the words godfather and godmother 
must be used ; and each child might be made to supply its own 
Christian name — all being done to make the instruction seem 
like a direct personal narration, not a lesson. 
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^^^ \ y^^^^ ^S0> i\iQxt came some people to 

Church, and they brought a little baby with them. 
They came and stood round the font, and the clergy- 
man, Mr. ^ in his white surplice, came and stood 

with them. There were , , and , be- 
sides the little baby in arms, who did not know what 

was going on, or what was being done for < ^^' 

First, Mr. read something to them out of the 

Prayer Book, to tell them that the great God in 
Heaven loves little children, and is pleased that they 
should be brought to Him. Then they all knelt 
down, and prayed to God to bless the little baby they 
were bringing to Him. Then they all stood up again, 
and the clergyman asked them if they would promise 
that, if God would be so very good as to take this 

little one for His very own, \ , > would live so as to 

deserve it. 

They made answer that < J^ > would ; and then, 

after there had been some more prayers, the clergy- 
man took the little baby in his arms, and said, *'Name 
this child." 

Then said . 

And Mr. put his hand into the clear pure 
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water in the font, and sprinkled the drops of it on the 

baby's forehead, and said, " ^ I baptize thee in 

the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." 

And when those words were said, the little *s 

soul was taken into God's own loving embrace, and 
made to belong to the great good, holy God. Every- 

her I ^^ washed away, and \ , 

was made able to be good if < ? \ will only try hard, 

and ask God to help. We could not see how God 

embraced •< , ' > or how the washing of the soul was 

done, for it was all out of our sight ; but we are quite 
sure of it all, because God has promised to take all 
little children for His own who are brought to be 
baptized, and to love them, and help them to be 
good. 

Now do you know who the little baby was ? And 
do you know what that time was called? Do you 
know what is the other word we use sometimes instead 
of Baptism ? Why should you be glad to have been 
christened ? How do you think a little baptized child 
ought to behave ? 

1. What is the font ? 

2. Where is it ? 
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3. When were you carried to it ? 

4. Who took you there ? 

5. What did your godfathers promise ? 

6. Who took you for His child then ? 

7. What name was given to you ? 

8. What holy words were said to you ? 



A MEMBER OF CHRIST. 

"Your bodies are the members of Christ."— I CoR, vL 15. 

Question. Who gave you this Name ? 
* Answer, My Godfathers and Godmothers in my 
Baptism ; wherein I was made a member of Christ, 
the child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven. 

We talked last time about the greatest thing that 
ever happened to you. Do you know what that was ? 
You cannot recollect it; but it was a very happy 
thing that there were kind friends to bring you to 
be baptized. 

We do not always call it being baptized. We 
sometimes call it being christened. Do you know why 
it is called being christened ? There is a Holy Name 
like that word christening. It is the Name of our 



Holy Lord Christ. You know that though He is God 
the Son of God, He came into the world, and was 
born a little baby, because He loved us. And He 
loved you so much, that when you were christened 
He made you be to Him as a part of Himself ! 

You know you have eyes, and mouth, and arms 
and legs, and hands and feet, and they all have 
something to do. What do your eyes do? Your 
mouth? Your arms? Your hands? Your feet? Just 
so, Christ the Lord has many Christians who belong lo 
Hira, and they arc all called His members. Your 
head thinks and fixes what all the rest of you is to do 
and your life is in your head . In the same way Jesus 
Christ is the Head of all Christians, and they have 
life from Him as long as they do what He sets them 
to do. Can you tell me of any one who is a Christian 
besides yourself? Then yon see he belongs to Christ 
too, like a part of the same body. 

And if you hurt your foot, what does your hand do 
for it? And what does the other foot do? And if 
you wanted it to be cured, could your foot speak to 
ask your mother to look at it? What must speak for 
it ? Then you see, every part of you has to feel for 
and help every other part. So, then, if you see other 
people who belong to Christ want anything, you must 
be as ready to help as your own hand is to help your 
foot, or your own tongue to ask for what any part of 



Teachings on the Catechism: 



you wants. Then our Lord Christ is pleased, and you 
are living like a member of Christ, a little Christian 
child, who has been christened. 

1. What was the best thing that happened to you? 

2. What is the other word for baptizing ? 

3. What Holy Name sounds like christening ? 

4. To Whom are we made to belong ? 

5. What are we called because we belong to 

Christ ? 
. 6. What are the parts of our body called ? 

7. What are Christians called ? 

8. Who is our Head ? 



A CHILD OF GOD. 
•'Beloved, now are we the sons of God." — I John iii. 2. 

Do you remember that when that little baby we 
talked about was baptized — or what was the other 
word ? — we said it was made to belong to Whom ? 

Now you remember who that little baby was? 
Now if anybody met you and asked you who you are, 
what should you say ? Tell me who your father and 
mother are? And do not you live at home with 
them? Your father gives you your food, and your 
clothes, and the house you live in, and the bed you 
sleep in ; and he takes care of you, and hinders you 
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from being hurt, and is pleased when you are good, 
and angry when you are naughty, and is very fond of 
you. Is it not so ? 

Well, when you were christened there was another 
Father given to you besides your own father here. 
You can see your own father, and hold his hand, and 
hear him speak. But you cannot see God. No ; but 
He is always near. Your father cannot hear you 
speak if you ate not in the same room ; but God can 
not only hear you speak anywhere, but He can hear 
you wish and think in your heart. Do you know 
what speaking to God is called ? Your father wishes 
to keep you safe ; but he cannot always do so. He 
cannot always be with you ; and if he could, he still 
would not be able to keep away sickness or many 
more things that hurt you. But God is always by you, 
and can keep away all harm, and not let any hurt 
come near. And it is God who makes the corn grow 
in the fields, to make bread for your father to give 
you to eat. So it is God who gives your food ; and it 
is He that makes your father able to buy the bread, 
and get the clothes you wear. God is pleased when 
you are good, and angry when you are not good. He 
makes you be punished if you do wrong, and He 
gives you a mother, and kind friends who help you 
to leam how to please Him. 

And suppose such a sad thing should happen as 
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that your father should die, and you had no father 
here. Yet still God never dies. He is alwa3rs your 
Father, always kind to you. All you have to do is 
to think how good and kind He is, and make sure He 
loves you, and pray to Him to help and take care of 
you. You know one prayer, I am sure, that begins 
with " Our Father." What is that prayer called ? It 
was our Lord Jesus Christ that gave us leave to say 
that prayer. He is the Son of God ; and you know 
when we were christened we were made parts of Him 
— members of Christ ; and so, as we are joined to 
Him, and He is the Son of God, we are the children 
of God. How veTy good of Him to give us this great 
honour, to be children of God Most High I 

1. Whose Son is our Lord Jesus Christ? 

2. As we are made parts of Him, whose children 

are we ? 

3. Who is our Father ? 

4. When do we call Him our Father ? 

5. What prayer begins with " Our Father " ? 

6. Why are we glad to have God for our Father ? 

7. What is speaking to God called ? 

8. What does our good Father give us ? 
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AN INHERITOR OF THE KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN. 

•* If children, then heirs." — Romans viii. 17. 

Did you ever hear of the beautiful City? It is 
built of gold shining like glass. It has twelve gates 
made of pearl, and the wall is of jasper and of pre- 
cious stones. It is more beautiful than anything you 
ever saw ; and it wants no sun nor moon nor candle 
to give it light, for there is a great bright Throne with 
a rainbow round it, and the King who sits on that 
Throne gives light. There is a clear river of pure 
water flowing there, and on its banks grow trees with 
leaves that never fade, and twelve kinds of fruit ; and 
those who dwell in that beautiful place are dressed in 
shining white, with crowns upon their heads, and they 
carry palm-branches in their hands, and they sing 
more sweetly than you ever heard. It is never too 
hot nor too cold there : there is no night, and no one 
is tired or ill or sad ; nobody ever can be unkind there* 
and no grief ever comes; no friends part from one 
another, and there is no pain nor dying. 

Should you like to see such a beautiful happy home ? 
I hope some time or other you will ; for, do you know, 
there is a place there that belongs to you. Yes; it 
really does belong to you, and it is only waiting for you 
to come to it. The moment when you were baptized 
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with the water, when you were a little baby, there was a 
place made ready for you in the golden City. You go 
home and sit down in your own father's house, because 
you are his child. When God made you His child, that 
beautiful golden City, which is His home, was made 
just as much your home as your father's house is. 

That home of God's is called the Kingdom of 
Heaven. You are called an Inheritor of the King- 
dom of Heaven, because you have a share in it. 

But you must lake care. Nobody can come into 
that golden City, or wear those white robes, who does 
not try to be good, and tit to live there. None of us 
could ever be fit if the good God did not help us ; but 
we must try hard, and if He sees us trying, then He 
will give His help, and te patient with us ; and our 
Saviour Christ will entreat for us, that we may not 
miss our place in the beautiful City, but that the gates 
of pearl may open to let us in 

I. Who is our Father? 

3. What is His home ? 

3. What sort of place is Heaven ? 

4. Have you any right to that beautiful place ? 

5. Why have you a right to it ? 

6. To whom does a home belong? 

7. And Whose child are you? 

8. Tell me the long word that means that you hai'e 

a right to that good home? 



\ 



THE PROMISK 

"All that the Lord halh said will we do.' 



—Ex. It 



V. 7. 



Question. What did your Godfathers and God- 
mothers then for you? 

Answer, They did promise and vow three things 
in my name. First, that I should renoimce the devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked 
world, and ail the sinful lusts of the flesh. Secondly,, 
that I should believe all the Articles of the Christian 
Faith. And thirdly, that I should keep God's holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of my life. 

Did your mother ever say to you, " If you are- 
good, I will take you out to-morrow to have a pleasant 
day with me I Now promise me?" 

Then you promise. You say, "Yes, indeed I will 
be good." And so she begins to get your frock and 
hat ready for you, But if you were naughty, she 
would ha\e to put back your frock, and leave you 
at home. 

Do you remember what I told you about the 
beautiful place to which God has promised to take 
us His children? What did we say it is like? What 
is it called ? And we are being made ready to go- 
there when the time comes. Only we had to begin by 
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promising that we would be good, before God 
promised to take us there. 

But you were too little to make the promise your- 
self. You were a little baby, not able to speak. So 
you were obliged to have some one to speak for you. 
Do you know who it was that promised for you? 

The godfathers and godmothers all stood up round 
the font, and the clergyman told them how God 
would make you be joined to His dear Son Jesus 
Chkist, and take you for His own child, and give you 
a home in His happy beautiful Heaven. Only you 
must promise three things first ; and as you could not 
promise them for yourself, they must promise them 
for you. The first thing was, that you would never 
have anything to do with God's enemies, but renounce 
all that would hinder you from being good. They 
answered, "I renounce them all." 

The next thing was to promise you would believe 
all that God tells you. 

They answered, " All this I steadfastly believe." 

Tlic third thing was, that you would do what God 
commands you. 

They answered, " I will." 

And when they had made the promises, the clergy- 
man took you, and baptized you ; and God made you 
His child, and promised you a place in Heaven. But 
you see you must be very careful to keep the promises, 
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for if you do not keep them, you do not deserve that 
God should do all these great good things for you ; 
and how dreadful that would be I 

1. Who brought you to be baptized? 

2. Why were you baptized ? 

3. What did God do for you when you were 

baptized ? 

4. What did He make you ? 

5. Were you to do anything in return ? 

6. Who promised you should do so ? 

7. How many promises did your Godfather and 

Godmother make for you ? 

8. Why did they do it for you ? 



I RENOUNCE THE DEVIL AND ALL HIS 

WORKS. 

•* Resist the devil and he will flee from you." — ^Jam. iv. 7. 

I told you that God made you promise that you 
would have nothing to do with His enemies. Your 
godfathers and godmothers said, "I renounce them 
all." 

Who was it that they renounced? It was the 
devils. The devils are the bad spirits that you can- 
not see, but who come and make us want to be 
naughty. ** I renounce them all," said your god- 
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fathers and godmothers. They meant that you should 
never mind these bad spirits, but turn your back on 
them, and drive them off boldly. 

But how should you inow when one of these bad 
spirits is speaking to you? Can you see them with 
your eyes? Can you hear them with your ears? 
No, for nobody can see a spirit. But I will tell you 
what sort of things they make people think in their 
hearts. 

Sometimes a mother says to her child, " Don't do 
that." Then something inside the child says, "How 
cross I I am sure it can't signify." Whose voice 
do you think says that? Do you know what a child 
Would do who renounced the devil ? 

Or if a child is told that it has been idle, and must 
learn a lesson over again, then often something hard 
and angry seems to come up within it, and say, "I 
won't — it is very hard — I won't try." Do you know 
who has put that stubborn temper into the child? 
How can the child renounce it ? 

And again : if a child has broken a cup or a plate, 
often that voice will whisper, and say, "They will 
scold you and punish you. Don't tell; perhaps no 
one will ever find it out; or if they do, you can say 
you had nothing to do with it." Ah, poor child I 
that is the voice of the wicked spirit, who is called 
the father of lies. And God will never lake lying 
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people, or stubborn proud people, into His beautiful 
City. Nothing naughty can go thither; and these 
bad spirits want to make people naughty, to hinder 
them from ever seeing the beautiful City. 

So you must try never to mind any of these 
whispers in your heart. They seem to be just 
thoughts of your own ; but they are really put there 
by the bad spirit, the devil ; and if you will try hard, 
and ask God to help you, you can put them out 
of your head; and so you will have done as was 
promised for you, when your godfathers and god- 
mothers said, " I renounce them all" 

1. Who are God's enemies ? 

2. What are the devils ? 

3. What do they want us to do ? 

4. How do the devils speak to us? 

5. What did we promise ? 

6. What do you mean by renouncing ? 

7. What must we never do ? 

8. What can help us to keep from mmding these 

bad wishes ? 
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THE WORLD. 

'Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world." — I John ii. 15. 

Do you remember what renouncing meant ? Whom 
have you to renounce? For these bad spirits, the 
devils, want to make you naughty, and not fit td 
go and live in God's beautiful Home. 

I told you some of the bad whispers they make 
to little children, and how they want them to grumble, 
and be proud and sulky, and tell stories. 

Now you shall hear more about the bad ways you 
have renounced, because they displease God. 

One of them was " the vain pomps and glory of 
the world." Now when it makes you cross to put 
on some dress that you think shabby, because you 
are afraid people will see ; that is caring for the vain 
pomp and glory of the world. 

Or if, when you can say some verses, or do a bit 
of work pretty well, you run about to get some one 
to praise and admire you; that is not renouncing 
the vain pomp and glory. 

Or if you long and long for your father to be 
richer, and to give you smarter clothes and more 
toys, or horses and carriages, you are setting your 
mind on vain pomp and glory; and the devil will 
soon make you do as well as think something wrong. 

And if you want praise and fine dresses and grand 
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things here now, you will leave off caring for your 
home in the Golden City ; and God will never take 
you there. 

No, you must never mind about having fine gay 
things, or making a show to be admired. God has 
much better things in store for you than ever you 
saw here, where the wicked spirit has spoilt every- 
thing he can \ but nobody can come to that glorious 
Home who has grown so fond of money or praise, 
or of a fine show, as to do wrong things to gain 
them ; for that is breaking the promise, " I renounce 
them all" 

It is only the people who would lose anything in 
the world rather than do one bad act that are fit 
to be taken into the City, where there is nothing 
unholy. 



1. What must we not care about? 

2. For what have we renounced ? 

3. What must we care for most of all? 

4. If we are proud of being clever, what is our 

fault ? 
A. — ^Vainglory. 

5. If we want to be smarter and finer than others, 

what are we caring for? 
A, — Pomps of the world. 

c 



6. If we want to be rich, what is that caring for? 
^.— The world. 

7. What have we renomiced ? 

8. What has God got ready for us ? 



THE FLESH. 

" Ve shaU not fulfil the lust of tlie fiesh.' —Gal. v. i5. 

When you are hungry, you are glad to eat ; when 
you are tired, you like to lie down and resL 

You must eat, and you must rest, or you would die; 
but sometimes you want to eat what you are not 
allowed to have, and you fret after it, or take it 
without leave. Or you are greedy, and eat too much, 
or want to keep all for yourself, and will not give 
a bit away. 

I hope not ; for there was a promise long ago that 
you would renounce the wrong desires of your 
flesh ; that is, of this body of yours — the body that 
has a tongue to taste and like nice things, and plenty 
of them. 

It is not wrong to eat, nor wrong to like what is 
good ; but to eat more than we ought is wrong ; and 
it is wrong to vex oneself and every one else if all 
is not to our mind, and still more wrong to devour 
what is not given to us. 



A child who renounces the sinful wishes of hia 
flesh will eat quietly what is set before him, and not 
go on after he has satisfied his hunger. He will not 
grumble if all is not to his mind ; and if he has any 
nicety, he will not try to keep it all to himself, but 
will give some away; and nothing will ever tempt 
him to eat what has not been given him, or to lake 
for himself what does not belong to him. 

A child that renounces the wishes of his body when 
they grow sinful, will get up in the morning, however 
comfortable bed may seem, and wash without minding 
cold; and will be ready all day to run where he is 
told, and learn with all his nnight, and never think it 
too much trouble. His lazy body would like to 
dawdle and be idle, but he has renounced the body's 
wishes, and works hard to do like God's own child on 
the way to the Heavenly City, 

1. What is our flesh? 

2. What would a greedy child like to do? 

3. What would a lazy child like to do? 

4. Will a good child eat too much? 

5. Will a good child take all the nice things? 

6. Will a good child lie too long in bed ? 

7. For what have we renounced? 

S. So may we always do what we like? 



FAITH. 
" Without faith it is impossible to please Him."— IlEB, xi. 6. 

Do not you feel something beating and tlirobbiog 
inside your breast? Do you know what it Js? Did 
you ever see your heart? Did you ever touch it? 
Then how do you know that it is your heart tliat goes 
beating on? Did not some one tell you so? Who 
did tell you so ? And wben you were sure of it, 
because she said so you believed her — you had faith 
in her, for you were quite sure that she told you the 
truth. Now tell me what is the word for being sure 
of what you never saw. Tell me again what faith 
means. 

Now there is much that you never saw that you 
must believe in. You cannot see it; but God told 
good men, and they taught others, and wrote down 
the Holy Book that we might know it Do you know 
the name of the Holy Book, where God has told us 
all that we are to believe ? 

Your godfathers and godmothers said you should 
believe all that God tells us. They said, "All this I 
steadfastly believe : " and now you are getting old 
enough to understand, we wiil try to teach you what 
you are to believe. 

You would be a long time learning all that you are 
to believe out of the Ijible, for it is a great book, and 
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liard in some places. So good men have made out a 
short account of what we must believe, so that we can 
learn it by heart, and say it over and over again. 

It is called the Belier, or sometimes the Apostles* 
Creed. 

Creed means belief; and the Apostles were the 
holy men who first taught us the good tilings that the 
Belief speaks of. Now, if you know the Belief, I 
should like to hear you say it. You do not under- 
stand all of it yet ; but you have faith in it ; you are 
quite sure that it is all true, because it is just what 
God has told us. 

1, What is faith? 

2, What is believing? 

3. Can we see God ? 

4. Then how are we sure that there is a God ? 
5- Wliat is God's book? 

6. ^Vhere do we learn to say what we believe? 

7. What does Creed 

8. What was our promise? 

HOW WE WERE CALLED. 
" For the promise is unto yon, and to your children, and to ail 
tha.!: are afar off, even as many as the X«rd our God shall 
call." — ACTSiL 39. 

We said how kind it was in God to have called you 
to be His own Christened little child, with the hope 
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of His happy Home before you, and with His help to 
lead you thither, Do you. remember what we said 
you should do to show Him that you are glad of His 
kindness ? 

Now I ivill tell you how He called us poor people 
who lived here in the world, and never would have 
had the hope of anything better if He had not given 
it to us. It was God's own Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who is God Himself, Who came down from 
His Home in Heaven to tell us about it, and how to 
be fit to go there, and to obtain God's help. It 
was a long time ago that He came, many many 
years; but He did come, and He loved httle 
children very much, and took them up in His arms 
and blessed them, and said, " Suffer the little children 
to come unto Me, for of such is the Kingdom of 
Heaven." 

And when we pray, and ask God anything, our 
good Lord Jesus lays what we ask before His Father, 
and entreats Him to grant it for His sake. So we 
ought always to end our prayers by saying, " For the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ." We should never 
have had any hope of being fit to come to that beau- 
tiful city in Heaven, nor could we be God's children 
now, if Jesus Christ had not loved us, and come to 
help us. So we must love Him and think of Kim 
very much. And I shall very soon tell you more 
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about this good Lord, and what it was that He did to 
bring you near to God. 

1. Who came to save us? 

2. Who is the Lord Jesus ? 

3. Where is His home? 

4< But where did He come to live? 

5. What did He say to little children? 

6. What did He do to them ? 

7. What does He still do for us now? 

8. How should we end our prayers? 



THE CREED. 

' ' The Lord our God is one Lord. "— Deut. vi. 4. 

First Article of Faith: — I believe in God the Father 

Almighty. 

Now I will try to tell you something about the great 
God who has made you His child. 

You cannot see Him. No ; for He is a Spirit, and 
a spirit is not seen. Our eyes are not able to see 
spirits. But God can see you, for He is everywhere. 
He sees everything, and knows everything. If you 
shut yourself up in a room by yourself, you are not 
really by yourself, for God is there. If you think no 
one knows what you have done, you are mistaken. 
God saw it. He sees us this minute. He sees what 
I am thinking about, He sees what you are thinking 
about, and not only what you and I are thinking of, 
but what is in everybody's mind all over the world, 
and He hears every word we all say. 

And besides knowing everything, and being every- 
where, He can do everything. He brings clouds over 
the sky, and makes the rain fall, and sends the 
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lightning and great voice of thunder. He makes the 
grass and the flowers grow, and the leaves come out 
on the trees. He keeps us well and safe. Or some- 
times He sends sickness to lay people low; and, 
again, He makes them well again. Though we can- 
not see God, yet nothing happens anywhere but by 
His leave. He cares for everything; and not so 
much as a little bird dies but He knows it. It is very 
comfortable to know we are the children of such a 
great Father, Who can and does take such care of us, 
and is able to keep any harnn from coming to us. So, 
since we know He is always with us, we must take 
great care not to do anything to displease Him. And 
since wc know He can always hear us, we must say 
our prayers to Him very often ; and we may be quite 
sure He will listen if we try to pray with our hearts. 
And when we say, "I beheve in God she Father 
Almighty," we must think of His being so very great, 
and able to do all things, and to see and hear us 
everywhere. 

I. Who is God? 

s. Where is He? 

3. Is He only in Heaven ? 

4. Wh.it can He do? 

5. What is the word that means that He can do 

everything ? 
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6. What does He seeP 

7. What is He doing for us ? 

8. How can we speak to Him ? 

MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. 

"In llie begin] 

Who made that table? The carpenter. What did 
he make it of? Wood, And what was the wood 
made out of ? A tree. But could a carpenter make a 
tree ? What are your shoes made of? Leather. Did 
the shoemaker make the leather? No; it is made of 
skin — the skin of a cow. Did any one make the cow? 
Did any one make you ? Who made the trees, and 
the Hve creatures, and all we see here? It was the 
great God Almighty, who can do everything. He 
made this beautiful earth for us to live in. He made 
hght to shine on us. He spread soft fresh air all 
round for us to breathe. He made the tossing sea lie 
in its deep bed ; and the clear rivers come running 
down ; and cool wells for us to drink. He made firm 
ground for us to walk on, and covered it widi fresh 
green grass and beautiful flowers, and shady trees with 
fruit upon them. He gave us the bright warm sun to 
light us all day, and the moon and the twinkling stars 
all night. He filled the world with gay butterflies, 
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and busy bees, and all the tiny little insects ; and 
with the birds that fly in the air, and sing so sweetly ^ 
and the beasts, that are wonderful to look at-— cows- 
and sheep, horses, dogs — and far away, great wise 
elephants, strong lions, and all the rest — God made- 
them all. And they are all so beautiful, so perfect, 
that we never could make anything near so good, if 
we tried ever so much. Yet God made them with 
one word. And then He made a man and woman, 
who were belter than all the creatures, because they 
had sense to know and understand, and thank God 
for all He had given them. We are the children's 
chUdren^a long way off — of that man and woman. 
God made us alive, and put us to live in His world, 
that He made so beautiful for us. And this is what 
you mean when you say, " I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." 

1. What has God made ? 

2. What beautiful things has He made ? 

3. What was made first? 

4. What is round the earth for us to breathe? 

5. ^Vhat grows to make the earth green ? 

6. What creatures live on tbe earth? 

7. Whom did God put last to live on the earth ? 

8. What have we to do with that first man and 



FAITH IN THE SAVIOUR. 

" This life is in His Son."— I John v. ii. 

Second Article of Fai//t:— And in Jesus Christ His 

only Son oui Lord. 

God made all the world beautiful and good, as I 
told you. Then He made a garden, all fair and bright 
with trees and grass and flowers ; and there He put 
the man and woman He had made, to dress it and 
take care of it. 

Their names were Adam and Eve. It was all 
beautiful round them ; nothing to hurt them, no hard 
work, no pain, no sorrow, no being tired; but they 
were always happy, and at peace ; and God Himself 
talked with them, and blessed them. 

They were to be always happy; and nothing would 
ever hurt them if they would only do as God bade 
them. Now there was one tree in the garden of 
which God had forbidden them to cat the fruit. He 
said that if they ate of it they would die. 

But that wicked spirit, the devil, wanted to do 
Adam and Eve harm, and get power over the beau- 
tiful world that God had given them. So he came 
and told Eve that it was not true that if she ate the 
fruit she would die ; but that she would grow wise and 
great and strong. Eve was so wrong and foolish, that 
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she listened; and she ate the fruit, and gave it to 
Adam, and he ate too ! 

That was the way that the devil came to get power 
over this world. He had power over Adam and Eve, 
because they chose to do what he told them ; and the 
world was theirs. That is why there is pain and death 
and sorrow here ; for it was the beginning of people 
doing wrong. And the more they do wrong, the 
more the wicked one, the devil, gets power over 
them. 

And worse and worse it went on; but God had 
pity. Though Adam had forgotten what God com- 
manded, and let the devil ruin him, and all the world 
was so wicked, God pitied us. And He said He 
would send His Son into the world, to put away the 
wickedness of the men and women there, and to help 
us back to be happy. 

The Son of God is God Himself. He is called 
our Lord Jesus Christ; and when you hear what 
great things He did out of His love for you, you will 
smrely love Him very much, and be glad that you 
have been made a member of Christ, so as to belong 
to Him. 

1. Who were the first man and woman ? 

2. Where did they live ? 

3. When did they cease to be good and happy? 
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4. Who persuaded them? 

5. What came of their doing as the 1 

them? 

6. Who promised to save us from sin andfl 

7. Who is the Son of God ? 

8. What has He done for us ? 



THE BIRTH. 



TTiird Arikk of Faith .-—Who wa 

Holy Ghost, bora of the Virgin MaJ 

Do you remember \Vho came down fipl 
to help all the people in the world whom. J 
had made so miserable ? It wa 
Christ. When He came into the worl^ 
a dark winter's night; and He was born ■ 
Baby, just such as four or five years 1 
yourself. 

Though He was the Son of the MostI 
and the Most High God Himself, He d 
to come into the world like a great princi 
to bear all the troubles that Adam's sin | 
on people here. So His Mother was a 
She was called the Virgin Mary. Just b 
bom she had made a long journey, { 
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long way from her home> and the inn where she 
wanted to lodge was full of people, who would not 
make room. So she had to sleep in a stable at night ; 
^and it was in the stable that our Blessed Lord was 
bom. He was her Son, and the Son of God — 
•** conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of the Virgin 
Mary." 

Only think of that little Baby, in the stable among 
the oxen and asses, wrapped up in clothes such as 
other little babies wore, and laid in the manger full 
of straw and hay on the dark cold night 1 Yet that 
little Baby was the great King of Heaven and Earth. 
And He was come into the world to help you and 
me, and do us good, because none other could help 
us out of the harm Adam had done to us. 

1. How did the Blessed Son of God come into the 

world ? 

2. Who was His Mother ? 

3. Where was He born ? 

4. Where was He laid to sleep ? 

5. What time of year was it ? 

6. Who was born on Christmas night a little Baby? 

7. Whose Son is He ? 
3. Why did He come ? 



SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE. 
" Solely He hath bome our griefs, and carried our sorrows." 
Is. liii. 4. 

Murth Article of Faith : — Suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. 
The Blessed Son of God, Jesus, was born into the 
world to come and help us. He came while a man 
named Pontius Pilate was governor over the people: 
But when you say the Belief, you do not say that our 
Blessed Jesus lived under Pontius Pilafe, but you say 
He suffered. Why do you say this ? It is because 
His Life was all sad and suffering. He did not come 
to be happy and at ease. No, for He came to bear 
all the pain and trouble that Adam and Eve's fault 
had let Satan bring on the people in the world. So 
He was hungry and thirsty, and weary witb the heal ; 
and He had no home to sJielter Him — nowhere to 
lay His Head. He went about doing good. He 
taught the people ; and by His Almighty power He 
gave tbem food when they were hungry ; He cured 
the sick in one moment; He even brought dead 
people back to life again; and still the bad un- 
grateful people hated Him. The}' would not hear Him 
tell them of their bad ways. So they threw stones at 
Him, and drove Him out of their towns, and tried to 
kill Him^all because they hated the sight of good- 
cess. And He never was angry. He bore it all 
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patiently, because He had come down from Heaven 
to bear all pain and grief and sorrow for our sakes. 
How much we should love Him and thank Him I 

1. What is suffering ? 

2. What liad our Blessed Lord to bear ? 

3. In whose time did He bear cold and hunger 

and pain ? 

4. Who was Pontius Pilate ? 

5. Why did our Lord bear pain and sorrow and 

hunger ? 

6. What did He do for the people ? 

7. How did they treat Him ? 

8. Was He angry with them ? 



CRUCIFIED. 

"And they crucified Him." — Matt, xxvii. 35. 

It was a sad life that our Blessed Lord Jesus led 
upon earth. Do you remember why? And what 
He was to feel like us ? And He came to feel more 
than any of us. For since there was sin everywhere, 
there must be punishment, or there is no justice. So 
this most good and merciful Lord Jesus, the Son of 
God, undertook to bear all the punishment in Him- 
self that you and I, and all the rest of us, might go 
free. Could you ever have thought of any one so 

D 
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good and pitying? And thus He gave Himself lo 
die in the very saddest and most painful way there 
was. He let the wicked men who hated Hira take 
Hiffij as if He had been a thief or a murderer, instead 
of never having done one wrong thing. 

They led Him out before everybody: they took 
away His clothes. And then these cmel men took 
a great wooden beam, and another beam was laid 
across it at the top. They laid Him on it on His 
back, and fhey fastened Him to it — it is almost too 
dreadful to bear to tell — by driving iron nails right 
throujjh the soles of His Feet and the palms of His 
Hands ! Then, when He was nailed on, all bleeding, 
they set the Cross upright, for every one to see. And 
these people hooted and mocked, and laughed to see 
His pain. That was what they called being Crucified 
—nailed to a Cross to die. And there He hung for 
six sad hours, in thirst and deadly pain, that He 
might take the punishment we desen-ed, and make 
us be able to be saved from the power of the Wicked 
Spirit. Whenever God forgives one of us a sin, it is 
because Jesus Christ felt the pain it deserved upon 
the Cross. That is the reason that when we ask Him 
to pardon us we always say " through Jesus Christ 
our Lord," because He has been punished for them. 
And if we care that we have laid the further weight 
of sin on Him, and if we recollect that we can only 
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be forgiven because of His suffering, then God i 
■quite sure to forgive us, if we are really sorry. 

1. What did cruel men do to our Lord ? 

2. What was being crucified ? 

3. What was the Cross ? 

4. How was He fastened to it ? 

5. What alone ended His pain ? 

6. Why did the Son of God thus die? 

7. Did He deserve it? 
S. But who do deserve it? 



DEAD. 

*'Wliile we were yet sinners, Christ died for ns."— Rom, v, 3. 

That good and Blessed Saviour of ours hung in 
pain upon His Cross till He died. His breath 
ceased ; He grew cold and stiff; His Soul was gone 
away, and He was dead. If He had stayed in 
Heaven He never would have died, because of His 
being God ; but He had become a Man for this very 
thing, that He might die just like one of us. 

You know, ever since Adam and Eve sinned, all 
who are bom into the world have got to die. You 
and I shall both die sometime or other, though we 
■cannot tell when, or if it will be soon or a long time 
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hence. If our Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ hacl 

not come, it would have been very sad and shockii^ 
lo think of dj-ing ; for it would only ha^e been going 
quite away into the power of that wicked spirit — ihe 
devil — to be punished for all we had done wrong. 

But now He has come and died : He has home 
our punishment, and taken the power away from the 
devil. He has not prevented our bodies from dying. 
That they must still do. But when we shut our eyes 
to this world, and our bodies lie still and cold, our 
souls will go to Him, and He will take care of us and 
make us happy. He has had the punishment, so 
there is none left for us. Only, you know, if we do 
not care about what He lias done for us, or try to 
keep from doing wrong, ive shall gel so bad that He 
will not save us. He only saves those who care and 
think about the dreadful death He died for us, and 
are tJiankful to Him for it, and feel with all their 
hearts that His pain and grief and death was to 
gain their pardon and make them happy for ever 
and ever, 

I. How did our Blessed Lord's pain end? 
3, What went away from His Body? 

3. Have we got to die ? 

4. Why have we all got to die ? 

5. Which part of us dies ? 
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6. Which part does not die ? 

7. Who has gone before to take care of our souls ? 
3. Why need not we fear to die ? 



BURIED— HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. 

** Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt Thou suflfer 
Thy Holy One to see corruption." — Ps. xvi. 10. 

When our Blessed Lord had died on the Cross 
there came two good men and asked the governor, 
Pontius Pilate, to let them take down His Body and 
bury it. 

He gave them leave, and they went and took it 
down from the Cross and carried it to a garden. 
There were no churches then, and no churchyards ; 
so one of these good men had just had a cave cut 
out in the rock in his own garden, where he meant 
some day to be buried. And to this cave he brought 
the dead Body of our Holy Lord Jesus. Some of 
the women who used to know and follow our Lord 
came with them weeping, and they did all they could 
to do honour to the lifeless Body of Him Who had 
done them so much good. They covered the Body 
with a linen cloth, full of sweet-smelling spices and 
myrrh ; and they would have done much more, but 
it was late, and the Sabbath was coming on, when 
they might not do any manner of work : so they left 
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off for the time, and went away sorrowful And there 
lay the Blessed Lord's Body in the grave, all white 
and cold and still and lifeless, as our bodies will all 
be some day. And His Soul had gone away from it 
It had gone into a place which we know little about 
— where souls live after the body is dead ; for this 
Blessed Saviour bore all we could have to bear that 
He might set us free. 

1. What became of our Blessed Lord's Body ? 

2. Who buried it ? 

3. What sort of place was He laid in? 

4. Who came to help ? 

5. How did they cover the Body? 

6. Why had they to go away ? 

7. Was His Soul dead ? 

8. Where was His Soul gone ? 



THE RESURRECTION. 
"The Lord is risen indeed." — Luke xxiv. 34. 

Fifth Article of Faith : — The third day He rose again 

from the dead. 

The holy Body of our Blessed Lord Jesus, with all 
the bleeding wounds, was put into the rocky tomb at 



sunset. And there It lay ali the next sad day ; and 
on the next, in the early morning, some of the good 
women came to the tomb. Then they saw that the • 
great stone that closed up the front of the cave was 
gone 1 and that the Body that had been there was 
gone ! What had become of It ? Had any one come 
and taken It away? No: but the Life had come 
back again ; the Soul that had gone away had 
returned to His Body; and the Body had risen tip 
from the grave, alive again, and never to die any 
more. He is alive for evermore. 

And while the people who loved Him were still 
wondering where the Body was gone, they saw Him — 
Himself^standing among them, and heard Him say, 
"Peace be unto you." Then, that they might te 
quite sure that it was really Himself, He showed them 
the marks that the nails on the Cross had made in 
His Hands and Feet ; and He let them touch Him, 
and even ate and drank with them. Then they were 
glad when they saw Him — glad indeed, for He was 
come back from the dead, and He had won the 
victory. He had finished saving all the world. He 
had borne the worst that any one could have to bear, 
because of man's sin ; and now it was all over ; and 
He could set every one who came to Him free again 
from Satan — as free as Adam and Eve wore before 
they gave themselves up to the Evil Spirit, So well 
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may we be glad when we say, " On the third day He 
rose again from the dead." 

1. How long did our Blessed Lord's Body lie in 

the cave ? 

2. What happened on the third day? 

3. Who came and found Him gone ? 

4. Where did they see Him ? 

5. How did He show them it was Himself? 

6. Will He die any more ? 

7. Whom has He conquered ? 

8. Who cannot keep us any more ? 

9. When shall we all rise ? 



THE ASCENSION. 

** He was parted from them, and carried up into heaven." 

Luke xxiv. 51. 

Sixth Article of Faith : — He ascended into Heaven 
and sitteth on the right hand of God. 

It was very wonderful when the Blessed Lord Jesus 
rose again from the grave, after He had been crucified, 
dead, and buried ; and His friends were very happy. 
For forty days He used to come to them, and sit with 
them, eat and drink with them, walk with them, and 
teach them. Then, one day He took them out with 
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Him, and came to a hill, and there He spoke with 
them, and blessed them. 

While He blessed them, they saw Him parted from 
them, and rising — rising up in the air, mounting up, 
ascending on — on towards the sky. They looked and 
gazed after Him, their dear Lord, going up and away 
from them in that wonderful way; but presently a 
cloud came between, and they saw Him no more. 
But while they still looked up into heaven, there came 
two angels, and stood by them ; and they knew that 
He was gone back into Heaven again, to His own 
Home, and to His Father, and that there would be a 
time when He would come again, and they would 
see Him. And we shall see Him then, too — that 
kind good Lord Jesus who came down from Heaven 
once on purpose to do us good, and save us. 



I. \Vhy were our Blessed Lord's friends 

happy ? 

a. How long did He come to be with them? 

3. Where did He take them with Him? 

4. What happened there ? 

5. What wonder did His friends see? 

6. Who came and spoke to them ? 

7. Where did the angels say He had gone ? 
S. Where is His home ? 
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THE SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND. 

"ChristsiltelhoatlieRight Handof God-"— Col, iiL i. 

When the Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, God and 
Man, went up again inio Heaven, He returned to all 
His glory. He is in great power — King of kings, 
and Lord of lords — sitting at the Right Hand of God 
the Father, on the great White Throne that is in 
Heaven. 

The holy angels are always praising Him ; and all 
the souls of the good people, who are gone from this 
earth, are thanking and blessing Him, because He 
died and rose again, to give them their Home that 
ihey have come to. But though He is in all this 
glory. He still cares for as below here. He takes all 
our prayers, and lays them before His Father, claim- 
ing to have them granted for us ; not because we 
deserve to have anything good, but because He 
deserves all that is good, and gives it to us. And 
He still has the prints of the nails in His Hands and 
His Feel, Co show how He bore that dreadful punish- 
ment for our sins, and that we need not be punished 
for them, if we will but grieve and leave them off, 
and know that it is for His sake that we are pardoned. 

So when we say our prayers, we always ask that 
God will grant us good things, for Jesus Christ's 

'•e, because our Lord deserved all good ihings. 
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And we ask God to be merciful, and to forgive our 
sins, for Jesus Christ's sake, because our Lord has 
taken all the punishment of them, and still shows the 
marks of it in Heaven. 



1. Where is our Blessed Lord's home ? 

2. Who are praising Him ? 

3. Why do all praise and thank Him ? 

4. But does He care for us still? 

5. What does He still do for us? 

6. What does He still show? 

7. Why can we hope to get our prayers granted? 

8. So how do we end our prayers ? 



THE JUDGMENT. 



^ 



Seventh Article of Faith: — From thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 
The Angels told us that our Blessed Lord will 
come again. He Himself had said the same thing. 
He will come again, but not as He did the first time, 
a little Baby. No ; He will come in all His glory to- 
take us into the beautiful Home He has been making 
ready for us. Do you remember about that beautiful 
Home? Do you remember when you were made 
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to belong to it? He will come in great glory, all 
bright with light, and all His holy angels with Him, 
and will sit upon a great White Throne. Then a 
trumpet will sound so loud that it will wake up all 
that lie in their graves ; and every one will come forth 
— you and I, and every one — all those who have been 
drowned at sea, all who have been killed in battles, 
all who lie in the quiet churchyards. Everybody that 
■ever lived will stand before Him, and the people who 
are still quick, that is alive ; and then He will judge 
us all, for all we have said, and thought, and done ; 
and then it will be known who have cared to have 
their sins washed away by His Blood, and have turned 
to Him with all their hearts, and who have not cared 
for all He did to save them, but have gone on getting 
worse and worse. 

Those that have cared for Him will be more glad 
than ever they were before, for He will say, " Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, enter with Me into the 
Kingdom that is prepared for you." 

But to those who will be wicked, in spile of all He 
has done for them, He will say, " Depart, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels." 

Oh ! how hard we must try to be among those who 
■will be taken up with Him to live for ever and ever 
in His blessed glorious Heaven ! 
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1. When will our Lord Jesus come again ? 

2. How did He come first? 

3. How will He come then ? 

4. Who will come with Him ? 

5. What will sound ? 

6. Who will wake up ? 

7. Whom will He take home ? 

8. But what will become of the bad ? 



I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST. 

"The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost" — ^JoiiN xiv. 26. 

Eighth Article of Faith: — I believe in the Holy 

Ghost. 

When our Blessed Lord went away to Heaven, He 
promised not to leave us without help, but to send 
His Holy Spirit down to be always with us, to help 
us to be good. So ten days after He went up into 
Heaven, the good men who believed in Him heard a 
sound like a rushing mighty wind, and saw flames 
coming down from Heaven shaped like tongues. One 
of these tongues of flame came and rested on the 
head of each of them ; and God the Holy Ghost was 
breathed into their hearts, to make them able to bj 
good, and to give their whole selves up to scrvin 
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•God, and lead them on to be like their blessed 
Saviour. 

God the Holy Ghost has been given to you and me, 
and all of us. He did not come to us with a rushing 
wind and fiery tongue ; but He came to us when the 
clergyman poured water on us, and said, ** I baptize 
thee, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost." He has been with us ever since ; 
He helps us to pray-to God ; He speaks in our hearts 
to tell us what we ought to do, and what we ought not 
to do ; and He makes us strong to leave off what is 
wrong, and to do what is right. He will lead us on in 
the way to Heaven, if we will give ourselves up to be 
led. But if we will not listen to His Voice in our 
hearts, and do just as we know we ought not, we shall 
grieve Him, till at last He will leave us ; and nothing 
can be so dreadful as that 

1. What promise did our Blessed Lord make ? 

2. Whom did He send ? 

3. How was it known when God the Holy Ghost 

came? 

4. What came on the good men's heads ? 

5. What did God the Holy Ghost come to do ? 

6. Does He come to us now? 

7. When does He come to us ? 

8. What does He come to us for? 
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THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

" Christ is the Head of the Church." — Efh. v. 23. 

Ifinth Article of Faith .-— Tlie Holy Catholic Church, 

the Communion of Saints. 

Our Blessed Lord said that all who came to be 
Baved by Him, must be joined to Hira, and belong to 
Him. You know almost the first thing I told you was, 
that when you were christened, you were made to be- 
long to Christ, and be a part of Him — a member of 
Christ. So if every one of us is a member of Christ, 
we must all belong to one another ; and we make 
up one great Body, just as all our limbs make up our 
own body. And that Body is called the Church. 

And then you know we are all children of God. 
"When were we made God's children ? Now you know 
all one man's children belong to each other, and are 
brothers and sisters. They make one family. So as 
we are all God's children, we make one family — God's 
family — the Church, 

You know what God's house, where we go to pray 
to Him and praise Him, is called. It is called the 
church, because there God calls His family to meet 
Him in His House. So the word Church means two 
tilings. One thing is God's family ; the other thing is 
God's House, where God's family come together to 
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meet Him, and do Him honour. When we say " I 
believe in the Holy Catholic Church," we mean the 
first thing. We mean that we believe that we belong 
to Christ's Body, and God's family, and so that we 
have a right to all that God promises to give to His 
children. And when we say Catholic, we mean that 
He has many more children besides ourselves — every- 
where — wherever people are baptized— some in one 
country, some in another — some old, some young — 
some in Heaven, some on earth — ^but all together — all 
one family, with one Father, and all brothers and 
sisters to one another. 

1. Who are God's children? 

2. What are one person's children called ? 

3. What is God's family called ? 

4. What place is called the Church ? 

5. What family is called the Church? 

6. Do you belong to that family ? 

7. How do you know ? 

8. What long word means that all other Christians 

belong to that family? 



THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS. 



I told you that God's children all make up one 
family ; and that family is called after God's House, 
the Church— the Holy Catholic Church. It is the 
Church because it is God's House or Family; it is 
Catholic because it is everj-whexe in Heaven and 
earth, wherever there are Christians. It is holy, because 
each person who belongs to it should be holy. For 
you know, every one who is baptized is made good and 
holy when he is joined on lo Christ's Body; he is 
made a saint, or holy person ; and if he does not 
keep good, he must be cut off. If you try to be good 
you are holy — you are a saint, because God the Holy 
Ghost is with you, making you holy and good. And 
then you are one with all others whom the good God, 
the Holy Ghost, helps to be good. For we have the 
same Father, God in Heaven — the same Elder Brother, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has given His Life for us 
all — the same Holy Ghost, to help us all to be good; 
we are all brothers and sisters, and we all believe the 
same things, hope the same things, have the same 
rules to keep, the same prayers to pray, the same 
praises to sing ; and those who are old enough partake 



of the same Heavenly Food. This — the being all 
one, sll together, all united — is called the Communioa 
of Saints. 

It is not only the people who are alive now that are 
all one, but all who have been baptized ever since 
our blessed Lord came, all have said the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Belief, ard sung the same Psalms 
that we do now. And ttey have not left off now. 
In the peaceful Place that they are gone to they sing 
God's praise ; and we know that some of their songs 
are the same as ours. " Holy, holy, holy. Lord God 
of Sabaolh !" is one of the songs we all sing together, 
whether we are in church down here, or in Heaven 
before God's Throne. And this being all one, all 
joined together, is called the Communion of Saints ; 
and we should be very glad of it, and try to be very 
good, for fear we should get shut off from all that is 
so beautiful and so holy. 

1. Who have been made to belong to God's family? 

2. But if they are to keep in His family, how must 

they behave ? 

3. What word means that God's family is good ? 

4. \Vhat is the word for holy people ? 

5. What is the long word that means that all belong 

together ? 

6. What are the good things all have together? 




7- Are all still on earth? 

8. Where are some of these Sainfs ? 



THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

" Be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins."— Acts iL 38. 

Tenth Article of Faith : — The Forgiveness of Sins, 
1 said we must be very good, But we are not 
always good. Often we do wrong, or we do not like 
to do right. That is sin ; and when we sin we do not 
deserve any of the good things God has promised ; 
but we only deserve to be punished. 

But God is kind and merciful ; and He sent our 
blessed Saviour, His Son, into the world to bear our 
punishment for us. You know how He bore our 
punishment. And when He had borne all the pain 
and agony, He gave us forgiveness of our sins, that we 
might be made clean from them. We were forgiven 
and made clean at first, when we were washed at our 
Baptism, and made God's own children. We can 
never be baptized again, or made clean as we were 
then— never — for there is but one Baptism ; but as 
God is our Father, He will always be kind to us if we 
are sorry when we have done wrong, and come and 
tell Him about it, and ask Him to forgive us, because 
His blessed Son was so holy, and yet look all our 
^ 1. 
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punithmcnt upon the Cross, Then He will be quite 
•urc to forgive us, if we are really Boiry, and try hard 
to icave off the fault ; and He will help us as we try, 
till wc get it quite left behind, and are freed from it. 

When wc go to church, we say, " \Ve have done those 
ihingi wc ought not to have done, and we have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done ; " 
and then God's messenger, the priest, stands up, and 
telix us in God's Name, that if we truly repent our 
iins, and really believe the Holy Gospel — that is, that 
Christ died to take them away — God will pardon us 
and forgive us, and blot out our faults, and not re- 
member them against us; for they are all forgiven, 
and washed away by the Blood of Christ. 

And thus we have the Forgiveness of Sins, 

1. Why did our blessed Lord come down from 

heaven ? 

2. Whose punishment did He bear? 

3. Then what can be forgiven ? 

4. When were our souls first made clean from sin ? 

5. What is meant by sin ? 

6. If we have done wrong, what must we do ? 

7. If we tell God of our faults and are sorry, what 

wUl He do ? 

8. For Whose sake ? 




THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 
" Thy dead men shall live, together with My dead Bod? shall 

Eleventh Article oj Faith : — The Resurrection of 
the Body. 

You know the great wonder that was worked by 
our Blessed Saviour — that when He had been cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried, on the third day He rose 
out of His grave, His Soul came back to His Body, 
and He was alive again. 

And you know we who are of the Holy Catholic 
Church, are parts of Him, and belong to Him ; and 
so just like Him we shall all rise again, and be alive 
for ever and ever. Our bodies must all die, and turn 
into dust, because we are children of Adam and Eve, 
who ate the fruit, though God told them it would 
bring death on them. But because we belong to 
Christ, Who died and rose again and is alive for 
evermore, we shall rise too, and be alive for evermore. 
We do not rise on the third day, like Him. No — 
we shall wait till He comes to call us. When all 
the good people, whom He will have in His King- 
dom, have been born and lived their life here, 
He will come. You know we said He would come 
to judge the quick and dead. Then His Angel will 
sound a trumpet, and it will -wake every one who lies 
in the churchyard, or at the bottom of the sea, or 
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wherever a dead person has been buried. Then> 

though the bodies have for a time been turned int6 

dust, the dust will come together, the bones will join 

again, the flesh and skin will come back, and these 

very eyes that we have now will open and look up : 

we shall stand upon our very own feet, our souls will 

come back again, and we shall be quite ourselves 

again. And if we have been good here, we shall 

be much more beautiful and perfect than ever we 

were here. These bodies of ours, when we have 

them back again, will never feel pain, never be hurt, 

never feel sickness : they will not be weak nor weary, 

and there will never be any tears in our eyes. 

And all the heavens and the earth will be made 

new and beautiful for us to live in; and we shall 

see God Almighty, and our Blessed Lord Jesus 

Christ, and dwell with Him for ever and ever in 

that beautiful home. 

Should we not be very glad when we say, "I 
believe in the Resurrection of the Body?" And 
how good we should try to be, that our Lord may 
take us to live with Him in our bodies made 
glorious ! 

1. What must happen to us all ? 

2. Why must all die ? 

3. But Who has become alive again ? 



4. And how do we belong to Him? 

5. What part of us is always alive ? 

6. What part has to become alive again 

7. When wiO our bodies wake again ? 

8. How will they be changed ? 



THE LIFE EVERLASTING. 



Twelfth Article of Faith :— The Life Everlasting. 

The Resurrection of the Body was what I told yoq 
of before. But you know that our body is not the 
whole of us. Dogs and cats, birds and beasts, have 
bodies : but we have something more. We have 
something that thinks and understands and learns, 
and makes us speak instead of only making noises 
like the animals, and which knows right from wrong, 
and chooses whether to be good or naughty, and is 
happy in being good, and cross and sad in being 
naughty. Do you know what that part of you is 
called ? It is your Soul. Now, our bodies — as you 
know — must die, though by and by they will rise 
again j but this soul of ours never will die, unless 
we make it do so ourselves ; and that would be more 
dreadful than anything. A body dies, and is out of 
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pnin; but a soul that dies never is out of pain — it 
always goes on being 'miserable and tormented by 
the wicked spirits in tlieir dreadful home in HelL 
But the souls that die are the souls that will not try 
to be good and care for God and Christ 

You know when He died on the Cross it was that 
He might be punished instead of us for our faults. 
Well, then, our souls need not be punished. When 
we were baptized. He promised to forgive our sms ; 
and He made our souls alive. They are quite alive 
when we are good, and when we really pray and care 
to please God ; but when we are naughty, and do not 
care for God, they are weak and sick, and this good 
life will go away from them unless they are sorry, 
and wake up to do better. 

The life of your body began when you came into 
the world as a little baby, and were bom your father's 
child. The new life of your soul began when you 
were baptized, and born to be God's child. The life 
of your body will only last here for a time. The life 
of your soul will last for ever and ever. It is the Life 
Everlasting. 

So, when some time or other — no one knows when 
— your body will die and be buried, your soul will be 
awake still — you will still be yourself. 

If you have been bad, and not cared to have your 
forgiven, there will always be that sad dying that 




never ends. But if — as I hope and trust you will — 
you try to be good, and ask the Holy Spirit to help 
you, and God the Father to pardon you for Jesus 
Christ's sake, then your soul will go safely into God's 
keeping, where it wilt be very happy, and at rest, wilh 
no pain or grief, but all joy and gladness; till at last 
the call will come to join the body again, and wake it 
Tip, too, into the glorious Life Everlasting — in the City 
wilh twelve gates of pearl and golden streets, where 
God always shines on His holy children ; and all is 
so bright, that they need no light from sun or moon. 
There will be nothing more to be afraid of; for it 
will be all peace and joy from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. 

r. What are the two parts of us? 

2. Which is it that is always alive? 

3. When had our souls a new life given them ? 

4. What is that life called ? 

5. Where will that life everlasting be spent if we 



6, What is the home ready for us? 

7. When had you a right given you to that beautiful 

home? 
S. Will there be any end to it? 



THE THREE IN ONE. 
"Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hosts."— Is. vi. 3. 

Question. What dost thou chiefly learn in these 
Articles of thy Belief? 

Answer. First, I leam to believe in God the 
Father, who hath made me and all the world ; 

Secondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed me 
and all mankind ; 

Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, who sanctifieth 
me and all the elect people of God. 

Now, you have said what you have to believe : let 
lis think about it all Once mOre. In the Belief, you 
speak of the great things that have been done for you. 
First, of having been made. Who made you ? Then, 
of having been saved from sin. Who saved you ? 
Then, of being helped to be good. Who helps you? 
Then tell me, Who does all this for you ? It is God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
You see there are three great and Holy Names, and 
each is God. But yet there are not tliree Gods ; for 
though each one is God in Himself, yet together the 
Three are One God. There is no God but one God. 
Did you ever see a clover-Ieaf or trefoil-leaf? That 
is one leaf; but it is made of three leaves; each is 
a leaf by itself; but all the three are but one leaf. 
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It is something like that with the great and holy 
Wonder I am telling you about. There is One God 
— only one God ; and yet this One God has made 
Himself known to us in Three Persons, each by 
Himself God and Lord, Almighty and Everlasting — 
God the Father, God the Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
God the Holy Ghost. 

So again, in the rays that shine from the sun there 
are three powers^the power that lights, the power 
that heats, the power that makes things grow. Yet all 
these are in one ray. 

So our most Holy God is Three in One, and One 
in Three — or in longer words, Trinity in Unity, and 
Unity in Trinity. We cannot understand, but we are 
sure it is so, because God has told us so Himself;, 
and when we say or sing at Church, "Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God," we say Holy for each Blessed 
Person, but Lord God because there is only One 
God ; and we know this is right, because two good 
men have been allowed to hear the Angels singing 
those very words of praise in Heaven. And when we 
are baptized, the clergyman says, " I baptize thee in, 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost." And so we are bound to believe in and 
to obey — God the Father, Who made us ; God the 
Son, Who redeemed us; God the Holy Ghost, Who 
sanctifies us — that is, makes us good. 
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I. Who made you? 
a. Who saves you? 

3. Who makes you holy ? 

4. And these Three are One? 

5. What do the Angels sing? 

6. What are the words for Three in One, and One 

in Three? 

7. What does Trinity mean? 
3. What does Unity mean ? 



THE COMMANDMENTS. 



Question. You said that your Godfathers and God- 
mothers did promise for you, that you should keep 
God's Commandments. Tell me how many there be ? 

Jinsiver. Ten. 

Do you recollect what your Godfathers and God- 
mothers promised for you? Three things^to re- 
nounce, to believe, to obey. Now, you know what 
you renounce ? The devil and all naughty things. 
You know what you believe? All that the Belief 
tells you. Now for what you are to do. You are to 
obey God. 

But how do you know what to do to obey God? 

Once, long ago, God Himself spoke out of Heaven, 
and told what we were to do. 

It was not to Adam. God did speak to Adam, and 
Adam disobeyed Him ; and there was an end of that 
command. 

It was some time after that sin of Adam, when the 
world was full of people, and many of them very bad 
ones, that God began to make things ready for the 
coming of His Blessed Son to save the world. 
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The first thing was to let people know what was 
right; for you know if tliey did not understand what 
was wrong they could not be sorry for doing it. 

So God called a people to Himself. He called 
them out of a country named Egypt, where they had 
been very ill-used; and He brought them all round 
a high hill. The hill was named Mount Sinai. It was 
very high and steep, and rocky, and hard to climb ; 
and it was in a wild stony place, far away from all 
houses. 

Here the people were to listen. None of them 
were to go near tlie hill without leave. On the top 
of the hill there came a great cloud and thick dark- 
ness ; and the cloud flashed with lightning, and great 
thunders rolled, and a trumpet sounded. It was very 
terrible, and they were very much afraid. They saw 
no one in the cloud, for to see God would have been 
more than they could bear; but they heard God's 
Voice. God Himself spoke out of the midst of the 
cloud, and told His Will. He told of what was right, 
and what is right, and always will be right. He gave 
Ten Commandments. Every one of them He spoke 
with His own Voice out of Heaven ; and the men, 
women, and children below heard them. And for 
fear any one should forget them, He wrote these Ten 
Commandments down upon two stone blocks. They 
were written by God Himself, and given to His people. 



for the Little Ones, 63 

that they, and we, and all who want to know how to 
please God, may learn them and do them. 

You may read all about it in the second book of 
the Bible, which is called Exodus. 

1. How many Commandments are there? 

2. Who spake them ? 

3. Where did He speak them? 

4. Who heard them? 

5. Where were they written down? 
€. Who wrote them? 

7. Who is to obey them? 

-8. When was it promised that you should obey 
these ten laws? 



THE FIRST COMMANDMENT. 

•"As for all the gods of the heathen they are hut idols, but it is 
the Lord that made the heavens." — I Chron. xvi. 26. 

I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have none 
other gods but Me. 

The first of God*s holy Commandments is, " Thou 
shalt have no other gods but Me." 

In old times, people had forgotten that there is 
only one true God, Whom no one can see. They 
fancied that there were many gods. Some of them 
thought the sun was a god, who gave them light and 



beat. They prayed to him when he rose in the 
nionilii', and when he set at night ; and asked him 
to make the com grow, and the fruits ripen. They 
forgot that God had made the snn, and caused it to 
rise and set, and shine on ns and wann us. 

Some of them thought the sea was a god, and nsed 
to beg it to cairy iheii ships safely; and sometimes 
they threw things in it that they thought would please 
it, and keep it from raging against them. They did 
not know that the sea is God's, and He made itj and 
that the wind and storm fulfil His word. 

And there were many many more of such fancies 
than I can tell you. Indeed, they are not all over 
now. There are still people who fancy fire is a god, 
and who always pray to the first flame of fire or 
candle that is lighted in a house. But these people 
are far away, in India; and we must do all we can to 
get them taught better. 

For God said with His own Voice, that no one 
must try to have any god but Himself— the One true 
God. And it is of no use to try to pray to anything 
else. The sun cannot hear, the sea cannot hear, the 
fire cannot hear. It is as foolish to pray to ihe sun to 
shine, as it would be to sit and beg the coal and 
wood in the grate to bum, instead of asking your 
mother to light the fire. 

We know that it is to God Himself that we must 



for the Little Ones. 65 

pray, and in Whom we must believe, and Whom we 
must love. And when we believe all He has told us 
about Himself in the Bible — ^and when we love Him 
for being so very good to us — ^and when we are afraid 
to do wrong because He sees us — and when we pray 
to Him with our hearts — we are trying to keep the 
First Commandment. 

1. Say the First Commandment 

2. Who is meant here by Me ? 

3. What did some people worship ? 

4. What do some people worship now ? 

5. But Whom only may we worship ? 

6. Is there any other God ? 

7. For though there are Three Holy Persons it is? 

only One God. 

8. And in Whom must we believe ? 



THE SECOND COMMANDMENT. 

"We walk by faith, not by sight."— 2 CoR. v. 7. 

When God spoke the Commandments out of the 
Cloud on the Mountain there was nothing to be seen 
— no shape nor form. 

God is a Spirit ; and no one has ever seen Him. 
But people did not like to kneel down and pray to 
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One whom they did not see; so they made figures 
and images, and said tlieir prayers to them. And so 
God said, in His Second Commandment, that they 
must make no figures to worship, nor cut out any 
image in wood or stone, nor pray to it. For it was 
very fiaolish, and gave them very mean notions of the 
Most High God, to think He could be like anything 
a man could make. And yet there were many people 
who did such things. 

Just after this very Commandment was given some 
of the people took off their gold earrings, and melted 
them in the fire, and made a figure of a calf of 
them ; and then all began to worship it, as if this 
could be a likeness of the true Holy God in Heaven. 
Then God was very angry with them ; and would 
have destroyed them all, if their holy leader Moses 
had not prayed for them, and broken the golden calf 
to pieces, and put the worst of the people to death. 

It is not wrong to make a picture of our Saviour, 
because, though He is God, He is Man too, and has 
a Body like ours. But it would be wrong to pray to 
such a picture, or to pray to any figure or image j for 
God has forbidden us to bow down to them, or 
worship them, and has taught us to believe, and to 
pray, without seeing. 

We cannot see God while we are in this world ; but 
we must believe instead of seeing. And we must care 
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about our good God and Father, Whom we cannot 
see, much more than about the things round us that 
we can see. 

1. Of Whom must no picture be made ? 

2. Of Whom may pictures be made ? 

3. Why may we make pictures of God the Son ? 

4. What must not be done ? 

5. What image did God*s people make ? 

6. How were they punished ? 

7. Must we want to see to Whom we pray? 
<8. What must we do instead of seeing ? 



THE THIRD COMMANDMENT. 
** Them that honour Me I will honour." — i Sam. ii. 30. 

" Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain." 

This is the Third Commandment. "In vain** 
means " for nothing." We must not use God's Holy 
Name for nothing. Now, some people are so careless 
and thoughtless — though I hope we do not know any 
of them — as to call out, ** Good God ! " or the like, 
when they are surprised. That is taking God's Name 
in vain ; and we must never do it And when you 
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are saying a hymn or Collect, or saying your prayers, 
you must be very careful how you say God's Holy 
Name. Do not speak it like a common word, but 
low and quietly, remembering that God is very great 
and holy^and speak carefully when you say any name 
ihat belongs to Cod — above all, the Name of our 
Ulessed Saviour, Jesus Christ. When you say ihat, 
make a bow with your head, or curtsey with your 
knee; for God Himself hath said, that at the Name 
cf Jesus every knee shall bow ; and always think what 
you are saying, and do not utter the Name carelessly. 
Never use any of those words in your play. No ; 
and do not make a play of anything that belongs to 
God. Never play at going to Church^nor at christen- 
ing — nor at any way of worshipping God, You cannot 
do that without taking His Name in vain. And always 
he quiet and still in church, because it is His House. 
And always be very respectful to a clergyman, because 
he is God's servant. And take care how you use a 
Bible, because it is His Book. Do not talk or laugh 
or play in the room where any one is reading the 
Bible, or saying prayers, but he quiet, or go away. 
For if we do not honour God's Name, we cannot care 
for Him. 

1. How should you speak God's Holy Name? 
s. At what Name should you how ? 



6. What must you not play at? 

7. Wliat is God's House? 
S. What is His Book ? 



THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT. 



e My sancluaiy ; I 



The Fourth Commandment tells us that we must 
give God our time. 

When God made the world, He made something 
each day for six days ; and on the seventh the work 
was over, and He made it a day of rest. So, for six 
days we are to be busy, and do all our work ; but on 
one day we rest — we put our work away, and we try 
to make it a happy holiday for doing honour to God. 

You know what the day is that we keep holy. It is 
Sunday. And the reason why we take Sunday as the 
day for not doing common work, but for going to 
church to praise God, is, because it was on a Sunday 
that our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 

Sunday's best name is the Lord's Day, only we do 
rot always call it so ; because if we said it carelessly, 
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we should be taking a name of God in vain, and so 
breaking — what Commandment? 

Good people are very happy on Sunday, because 
they are glad to have tinne to think about God, and 
to have beautiful words to thank and praise Him in, 
and to go to His House at church. They like to read 
their Bibles and good books and beautiful verses, and 
to be quiet that they may think and pray. 

People and children wTio are not so good have not 
so much pleasure in such ways. But we must remem- 
ber that Sunday is God's Day, and not ours. So we 
must always try to do somelliing in honour of God. 
Going to church is the chief thing: and then we 
should try to do something to make the day not com- 
mon. It is better to read a hymn than a common 
story-book ; and best of all, to read any part of the 
Bible that you are old enough to read ; or to look at 
pictures of the good people in the Bible. 

And when you play, do not let it be at anything 
that makes a great noise, for that disturbs the people 
that want to be still, and breaks the quiet peace of 
Sunday. And I would not play at what makes a great 
litter, for you know somebody must pick it up; and 
that makes work for Sunday. 

You can be very merry without doing either of 
these things ; and the more you try to make Sunday 
a quiet happy day, and to keep it in honour of our 
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Saviour's rising again, the more you will learn how to 
make it the happiest time of all. 

1. How many days have we for work ? 

2. How many for rest ? 

3. \Vhat is our day of rest? 

^. Why do we take Sunday for our day of joy? 

5. Which day of the week is Sunday ? 

6. What should we do on Sunday? 

7. What should we not do ? 

8. What should we do on the other days ? 



THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT. 

"Children, obey your parents in the Lord ; for this is right." 
— Epii. vi I, 

" Honour thy father dan thy mother; that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee," 

The Fifth Commandment tells us the very first 
thing that a little child has to learn. Indeed, you 
began to learn it long before you could say the 
Commandment, or indeed say any words at all. 
You cannot remember the time when you did not 
know that you must do as you were told. You know 
that you are a good child when you are trying to 
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please your father and mother ; and you know that 

you are a naughty child when you displease them, 
And now you are old enough to understand more. 
God tells you tliat it is because He has set your 
father and mother to be in His place to you. You 
are God's child ; He is your Father in Heaven, 
Whom you cannot see ; but He has given you a kind 
father on earth, whoin you can see. And when you 
are trying to obey your father here, you are trying to 
obey your Father in Heaven, 

But the Commandment says, " Honour thy father 
and mother." It means that you are to obey them, 
and it means something besides. It means that you 
are to care about them, and look up to them, A 
child who is rude and uncivil to its father or mother 
does not honour them. A child who grumbles at 
what its parents desire does not honour them. A 
child who does not try to help them does not honour 
them. A child who teases them — a child who makes 
a noise when it knows they want quiet, or who is 
cross whenever they give it an order, is not honouring 

The way to honour our father and mother is to 
care for them first of all people, and to wish for 
nothing so much as to please them and save them 
trouble. You cannot help giving them still a great 
deal of trouble ; but it is pleasant to think that every 
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year you grow older you will be able to help them 
and please them more. And God loves children who 
honour their fathers and mothers. He blesses them, 
and makes them happy in themselves now, and He 
will make them happy for ever in Heaven. 

1. What is the first thing a little child learns ? 

2. Whom must it obey? 

3. What is obeying? 

4. How must you behave to your father and 

mother? 

5. What do they do for you? 

6. Who gave you a kind father and mother? 

7. Whom are you obeying when you obey them ? 

8. How should you show honour to them ? 



THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT. 
•'Whosoever hafelh hia brother is a murderer." — i John iii. rj. 

"Thou shall do no murder." 

The Sixth Commandment forbids such a dreadful 
sin, that it would seera as if little children could have 
nothing to do with it. It says, " Thou slialt do no 
murder;" that is, "Thou shalt not kill;" but it 
nse.ins a great deal mote than only that we must 



not really lake any one's life. What it means is that 
we must not hurt any one. When a child gels into 
a rage, and kicks and thumps and fights, then it is 
breaking the Sixth Commandment, as far as its 
strength will let it. If its hand were only heavier, 
and its arm had more force, it might kill before it 
knew what it was doing. Or, if a child feels spiteful 
and vexed, and will not make up and be friends, 
it has got the feeling in its heart that would end 
in kiliing if it were let to go on. Even saying 
angry words, and calling bad names, show what 
is in the heart, and they are a way of breaking the 
Commandment. 

The only way to keep it is to do nothing to hurt 
or vex any one ; and if we should be hurt or vexed 
ourselves, to try to put the grievance out of our head, 
and be just as kind as if nothing had happened. We 
should make friends at once, and never keep our 
crossness, but forgive, nnd try to show that we do 
not mind. That is the way to be always happy. It 
seems hard at first, but it is the only way to 
stop a quarrel, and it is what God commands us 
to do. 

When our good Lord Jesus Christ was on earth 
men beat Him and ill-used Him and cried shame on 
Him ; but He was like a lamb before them, and 
answered not a word again: and when at last the 
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cruel men were nailing Him to the Cross, He onl)r 
said, " Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do." 

This is the sort of way that all of us ought to- 
behave. We must either not answer a cross word 
at all, or answer it with a kind one. We must not 
strike again if we are struck, but we must forgive, and 
make up in a moment, and turn all anger out of our 
hearts. If we try to do this God will love us, and we 
shall be trying to be like our holy Lord Jesus. 

1. What is the Sixth Commandment ? 

2. What is murder ? 

3. Does God only mean that we must not kill ? 

4. Whom must we not hurt ? 

5. How can your hand hurt another? 

6. How can your tongue hurt another ? 

7. What feeling must you not have ? 

8. What should you do instead of trying to hurt 

any one ? 

9. What must we do if people are unkind ? 
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THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 



" Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

Next comes a Commandment that tells that 
liusbands and wives must live together and love one 
another. And it tells all of us never to do anything 
that is not pure and modest. Some children who 
do not know better are rude and bold, and have 
dirty ways that are not decent. But this is very 
bad, and not like what a modest Christian child 
should be. 

When a little girl has to be with boys she should 
be very careful. She may be merry, but she ought 
not to romp, or laugh very loud, or scream, or the 
boys will get rough and rude, and very soon tliey will 
all forget themselves and their proper behaviour. 

A boy who wishes to be manly should respect little 
girls and take care of them, because they are weak. 
A boy who teases girls and makes them scream, or 
hunts and frightens them, or wants to make them 
rude, is not manly, but cowardly, and good for litde 
or nothing. 

The best way is for boys and girls to keep out of 



J 



for the Little Ones. 77 

one another's way, unless they are brothers and 
sisters, or very near friends. Even when they know 
each other very well they must not have any rough 
games together ; and girls should never play at boys* 
games, or try to do like boys, because then they 
cannot be nice and quiet, like gentle Christian 
children. 

Another thing to be careful about is that we do 
not stare boldly and rudely in people's faces, or look 
as if we wanted to be noticed. We must be quiet 
and keep back, not bold and forward. We must be 
modest, too, in dressing. We must take care to be 
neatly and properly covered up, and not make our 
friends ashamed for us by rolling or tumbling about 
as if we did not care for what is becoming and 
decent. 

All this seems like saying a great deal about a 
very little ; but it is not a little in God's sight. He 
has said that " the pure in heart shall see God," and 
nobody that does not try to be modest can be pure 
in heart. 

1. Who will see God by and by? 

2. How-will good children try to behave ? 

3. Should they be rude ? 

4. Should they be bold ? 

5. Should they be dirty ? 
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6. How sliould girls and boys play together 

7. What h:trm is there in roughness ? 

8. What is the rule about our dress ? 



THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT. 



" Thou shalt not steal." 

Stealing is taking what does not belong to us. 
We must never take anything that is not our own. 
Sometimes there may be a whole plate of cake near 
you, and nobody looking ; but you must not touch it 
without leave, or you will be breaking the Eighth 
Commandment. Or you may have a jug of milk to 
carry, and you may be very thirsty, but you must not 
drink one drop. Not one thing, little or great, must 
be touched that is not rightly yours. It is not your 
own, and so you must not have it, or you cannot be 
honest. 

Or suppose any one gives you too much by mistake, 
then, as soon as you find it out, you must give back 
what was not meant for you. 

And when you are trusted with anything you must 
be very careful of it. Even if no one is watching you 
must take care, and be quite faithful, so as not to let 
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it be hurt or spoiled by your fault. Or if any harm 
should happen to it you must tell the owner openly, 
and not be afraid. 

That is the way to be honest and trustworthy. It 
is a great thing to be able to be trusted out of sight 
as well as in sight. And God Himself has said that 
He is pleased with those that are true to their trust, 
and faithful in all they do, whether they have little 
or much. He has promised to say to them, " Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 

1. What must we not take ? 

2. What is taking other people's things called ? 

3. May you take little bits of nice things without 

leave ? 

4. Why not? 

5. If more than you ought to have is given, \vl.r.t 

should you do ? 
€. How should we behave out of sight ? 
7. Who does see us ? 
"S. What is the way to be trusted ? 
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THE NINTH COMMANDMENT. 

" Thoa shalt not go up and down as a talebearer." 

— Lev. xix. i6. 

"Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.'* 

This Ninth Commandment tells you never to bear 
fake witness against any one. Do you know what 
falsehood means? It is that which is not true. 
Suppose there was a jug of milk on the table, and 
you ran against it, and upset it, and broke it, what 
ought you to do ? But suppose you were afraid to 
say you had broken the jug, and when you were asked 
who did it, if you said, ** No, it was not I ; it was my 
little brother," that would be bearing false witness 
against your brother, and would be breaking the 
Ninth Commandment. I hope you will never do 
so, but will take great care always to speak the truth 
about everything. You must never tell tales, or go 
and carry unkind stories of other people. Some 
children seem to think it a fine thing to have to tell 
that another child has been very naughty indeed, and 
ought to be punished ; and so they make what he has 
done much worse than it really was, and bear false 
witness against their neighbour. 

What I mean is something like this: Perhaps a 
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little girl runs out in the garden, where she has been 
told not to go. Her sister sees her, and calls out, 
" There, she is out in the garden, picking the flowers." 
That, you see, is partly true, and partly not true. 
Then some one else hears, and says, " O what a bad 
girl I she ran out and picked all the best flowers in 
the garden." And then, perhaps, another foolish 
talking person says, " That is a very naughty child, 
she goes into people's gardens, and gathers their 
flowers, and eats their fruit.'* Then no one will trust 
her, and she is not allowed to play in any one's 
garden. Such sad harm comes of people liking to 
talk of others having done wrong, and from their not 
minding exactly what they say. So it is the best way 
never to talk about people doing wrong when we can 
help it. We should try to talk only of what is kind 
and good, and never be in a hurry to tell of people's 
faults. If we do talk of their faults we shall soon say 
more than is true, and then we shall be bearing false 
witness, and hurting other people, and breaking God's 
Commandment. 

1. What do we call children who tell of the faults 

of others ? 

2. Why must they not do so ? 

3. Where has God forbidden tale-telling ? 

4. What should we not talk of? 
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5. What should we always speak ? 

6. And what should we be careful to say ? 

7. If people are not careful how does a story grow ? 



THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 

" Covetoosnessy which is idolatry." — CoL. iii 5. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his servant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing 
that is his. 

This last commandment tells us not to covet other 
people's goods. To covet means to wish and long 
for. We must not wish and wish and wish for any- 
thing that is not our own. For we know that God is 
our kind Father, and that if it were good for us to 
have the thing, He would give it to us ; so it is not 
trusting Him to be vexed at not getting all we fancy 
we want. 

Besides, if we wish very much for something not our 
own we might be tempted to take it — and that would 
be stealing. 

If you saw a bit of plum-cake that you knew you 
might not have, and stood looking at it, counting the 
plums, and spying the citron, and thinking how nice 
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it would be, you would be very likely to put out a 
finger, and pinch off a crumb to eat ; and then another 
ciumb might fall off, and you would eat that, and 
another, and another, till you had finished a great 
piece. 

What you should do to save yourself, would be to 
run away from the sight, and go to some work or play 
that will put it out of your head, and make you forget 
it. The safest way of all would be, to say a little 
prayer to God, to save you from being tempted to do 

Wishing very much is sure to lead to harm. Per- 
haps a little girl wishes very much for a smart ribbon. 
Then she saves up her pence, and does not choose to 
give any to a poor beggar, nor to let her mother have 
any to help her, nor even to buy good useful clothes, 
or to mend her shoes, but she keeps it all for the 
ribbon she has set her heart upon. She cares for the 
ribbon more than for being good and kind. 

It is coveting to wish for anything so much as to be 
cross and to grumble if we cannot have it. It is 
coveting to care for anything more than for being good 
— and very soon coveting comes to something worse. 



. What is coveting ? 

. Why must we not sit and wish ? 

. What comes of wishing too much ? 
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4. What should we do when we cannot get what 

we want ? 

5. May we grumble about it? 

6. Who gives us what is right for us ? 

7. Then does not God know best what is good 

for us? 

8. Who are the happiest people ? 



WHAT THE COMMMANDMENTS TEACH. 
"Love is the fulfilling of the law." — Rom. xiii. 10. 

Question, What dost thou chiefly learn by these 
commandments ? 

Answer, I leam two things : my duty towards 
God, and my duty towards my Neighbour. 

You have said — how many Commandments ? Now 
those Ten Commandments all teach you what you 
ought to do, or what you ought not to do. 

The First teaches you to worship the true God ; the 
Second teaches you how to worship Him ; the Third 
teaches you to keep His Name holy; the Fourth 
teaches you to keep His Day holy. So all these — 
how many are they? — teach you about God, and 
what you should do to please Him. They teach you 
your duty to God. 
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Tlien comes the Fifth, which teaches you to honour 
your father and mother; the Sixth, which tells you 
not to hurt any one ; the Seventh, which tells you not 
to offend any one by want of modesty ; the Eighth, 
which tells you not to take any one's things; the 
Ninth, which tells you not to tell unkind stories of 
any one ; and the Tenth, which tells you not even to 
wish for what belongs to another. 

How many are these ? Six. Then these six tell 
you what to do towards other people. The first four 
teach you about your behaviour towards God. The 
last six teach you about your beliaviour to other 
people. The lirst four tell our duty to God : the 
last six tell our duty to our neighbour. For our 
neighbour means anybody with ivliom we have to do. 

God is out of sight, and so great tliat there are 
not many things we can do in honour of Him. We 
can only believe in Him, pray to Him, honour His 
Name, and observe His Day, But He has said that, 
whatever we do to other people He will count as if 
we did it to Him. If we are kind to them, He counts 
it as if we were kind to Him. If we hurt them, it is 
as if we hurt Him. And it is of no use at all to talk 
about loving God if we do not try to be good to other 
people ; for if we do not love our neighbour whom we 
can see, we can certainly not love God whom we 
cannot see. 



S6 Teachings on the Catechism ; 

1. How many Commandments are there ? 

2. What do they teach us? 

3. What does duty mean ? 

4. How many teach our duty to God ? 

5. How many teach our duty to our neighbour ? 

6. Who is our neighbour ? 

7. Can we see God? 

8. Whom can we see? 
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MY DUTY TO GOD. 
" Lord, I believe." — Makk ix. 24. 



All the first four Commandments teach you your 
duty to God. That duty is first to believe in Him. 
You know that to believe means to be quite sure of 
what we do not sec. 

What was the promise yottr Godfathers and God- 
mothers made about believing? What were you to 
believe ? And it is all quite quite real, though we 
cannot see. What is believing called ? And besides 
the being quite sure that there is a great holy God, 
Whom you cannot see, you must believe all He tells 
you. He has spoken to you in His holy Book, the 
Bible ; and He speaks to you in the Prayer Book, and 
in what you hear in Church. The Belief is what He 
tells you to believe. You never saw the things hap- 
pen that you speak of there ; but God tells you that 
they happened, and He knows, and so you believe 
them. He lells you that our Lord Jesus Christ 
died to prevent you from being wicked, and from 
being punished, and that only He, the Lord Jesus, 
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can save you. If you love the Lord for having been 
so good to you, and if you try with all your might to 
please Him, and, whenever you fail, ask to be forgiven 
because the Blessed Jesus bore the punishment, then 
you are believing in God. 

I hope you do believe in that way ; for it would be 
terrible not to do so. 

If you do not care about being good, and never 
think about pleasing God — if you do not think about 
being punished, or hope for the happy place in Heaven 
— and if you never recollect to feel thankful for all our 
good Lord did for you — then, though you may know 
the Creed is all true, you are not believing in God ; 
for you are doing just as if you knew nothing, and He 
had not spoken at all. 

Or if you think you can be good all by yourself, 
without asking the help of God the Holy Ghost — and 
if you never feel the want of praying to God to forgive 
you, for Jesus Ciieist's sake — and are proud of what 
you fancy your own goodness — then you are not 
believing in God. 

The way to believe in God rightly, is to behave just 
as if you heard His Voice with your ears, and saw Him 
with your eyes ; and could look at Heaven above and 
hell below, and could see our Saviour holding out His 
hand that was wounded for you to help you, and feel 
the Holy Spirit leading you to Him. 
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1 . What is believing ? 

2. In Whom must we believe? 

3. Did we see what the Bible tells us? 

4. How do we know it is all true ? 

5. If we do not try to please God, do we believe 

in Him rightly ? 

6. If we really believe He sees us, what should we 

fear to do ? 

7. What is believing called? 

8. What is faith sure of? 



TO FEAR HIM. 

**Fear not them that kill the body and after that have no 
more that they can do, but fear him that after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell ; yea, I say unto you, Fear 

him." — Luke xii. 4, 5. 

My duty to God is to believe in Him — then to fear 
Him. 

To fear Him ! What does that mean ? You are 
afraid of a fierce dog — you are afraid of a bulL 
Why? Because you know they would hurt you if 
they could. 

But do you think God would hurt you ? Oh, no, 
no 1 You know He is kind, and loves you. 
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No, it is not that kind of (ear. But when your 
father is in the room, should you like to be very 
naughty? Or if the clergyman is near, do you make 
a great rough noise? Why not? It is because you 
look up to them, and respect them. You know, in- 
deed, that if you were naughty, they would punish 
you; but you do not think only of that. A good 
child cannot bear his father to be angry with him, 
even if he is not afraid of being hurt 

And God is our great Father. We look up to Him, 
and cannot bear to displease Him. We know if we 
do wrong. He will punish us ; but it is the displeasing 
Him that we care most about, when we are sorry to 
have done wrong. And we know, too, that no one 
could do us half the harm it would do us to make God 
angry. If man hurt us ever so much, we could only 
feel it a little while ; but God can punish us for ever 
and ever. 

So there is nothing we ever need be afraid of but 
of displeasing God. Brave men, brave women, brave 
boys, brave girls, fear to do wrong, but fear nothing else. 
The fear of God is to be afraid of nothing but sin. It is 
to be bold to do right, because we know that God 
can help us ; and that the only way to lose His help, 
is to do wrong, because we are afraid to do rigiit. 
Fear God, and then fear nothing else. 
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I. How do you feel about a fierce dog ? 
z. Why do you fear it ? 

3. But does God wish to hurt us ? 

4. Do your fathers and mothers ivaiit to hurt you ?■ 

5. Yel what are you afraid to do before them ? 

6. Who is our great Father ? 

7. What then should we fear to do ? 



, What should be our only fear? 



TO LOVE HIM. 
"I will love thee, Lord, my strenglh."— Ps. iiviii. I, 
How strange it would be not to love God ! Only 
think how good He is to us, First, He made us full of 
life, with eyes to see, and ears to hear with, and mouths 
to taste with, and talk and laugh with, and hands to^ 
handle with, and feet to run about with — all full of the 
feeling of pleasure and joy. Then He put us in this 
beautiful world, with sofl blue sky and white clouds, 
and the sun to make us warm and cheerful, and the 
moon to come and go, and brighten our nights. And 
He gave us dowers and birds, and pretty things to see, 
and songs of birds, and kind dear voices to hear, and 
good bread and meat and milk and fruit to eat — and 
happy hearts to enjoy it alL He gave us fathers and 
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mothers, and to most of us dear brothers and sisters, 
and friends and playfellows. He has done everything 
to make us happy. And, more than that. He is 
always taking care of us, and keeping away what 
would hurt us; and listening to hear what we ask 
Him for. Or if we forget ourselves, and are naughfy. 
He is only watching for us to be sorry that He may 
forgive us, because God the Son bore all the sad 
punishment we deserve. 

If He does let sad things happen to us, it is only 
to make us belter and brighter, and bring us nearer to 
Him. You know when you are poorly, your mother 
gives you medicine to make you well, because she 
loves you. And so God only lels you have any 
sorrow or pain because He knows it will do you good 
— and He loves you best of all. And even if you were 
always ill, or if you had no friends, still God could 
make it up to you, by filling you with the feeling of 
His great Love. You are very dear to Him — His 
own little dear child; and when you think of that, 
and of all His goodness, surely you must feel that 
you do very much love Him, who loves you so 



much. 

1. What has God done for us? 

2. What does He give us? 

3. How are we kept safe? 
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4. Why do troubles ever happen to us ? 

5. What greatest gift of all has God given us ? 

6. How then should we feel about Him ? 

7. Why should we love God ? 

8. Does not God love you ? 



WITH ALL MY HEART, MIND, SOUI>, AND 

STRENGTH. 

" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength." 

— Mark xii. 30. 

You must not care only a little for God, and care 
for yourself or other things more. You must care 
first of all for Him. Our Blessed Saviour, His Son 
Jesus Christ, told us we must love the Lord our 
God with all our heart, with all our mind, with all our 
soul, and with all our strength. 

That means that we must love Him best of all, 
and feel more warm and thankful when we think of 
His kindness than of anything else. That is some- 
thing of what is meant by loving Him with all our 
hearts. 

Our mind is the part of us we learn and think with. 
The way to love God with our mind is this. We 
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most care most to take pains when we are leaming 
about God and holy things. If yon do not attend 
when you are hearing the Bible, or saying the Cate- 
chism, or leaming hymns, but let yom* thoughts roam 
away to other things, and think it duller than your 
other lessons, then yon are not trying to love God 
with all your mind. Yon should set your mind to 
care to know about God more than anything else. 

Our soul is our inner self— our wishes, our wills. 
The way to love God with all our soul is to wish to 
please Him more than anjrthing else — ^to be quite 
determined to do right whatever happens, because we 
belong to God. 

And loving with all our strength means tiying with 
all our might to please God — setting ourselves hard to 
try as much as ever we can — putting all our strength 
into being good. K you ever say, " I am not sure 
that it is right to do this; but at any rate it is not 
very wrong, so never mind," — that is not loving God 
with your soul or strength ; it is loving yourself, and 
caring very little about God. No — Gloving God is 
trjdng always to do your utmost in what you know 
will please Him best — being as good as it is possible 
to be. And if you try, the better you will be able to 
love God, and the more you will feel that He loves 
you; and that love will make you happier and 
happier. 
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1. How much should we love God ? 

2. What is your heart ? 

3. How can you love Him with all your heart ? 

4. What is your mind ? 

5. How can you love Him with your mind ? 
€. What IS your soul ? 

7. How can you love Him with your soul ? 

8. What is strength ? 

9. How can you love Him with your strength ? 



TO WORSHIP HIM. 

" Worship the Lord with holy worship." — Ps. xxix. 2. 

Worship means honour; worshipping means doing 
honour. Now there are different ways of worshipping 
God. In Heaven the holy Angels and saints stand 
roimd His Throne, and some have golden harps; 
and they sing, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Hosts " — all praising God with one voice together. 

And people who are old enough kneel at the holy 
Altar in Church, and thank and praise God for having 
given us His Blessed Son Jesus Christ ; and their 
voices join in, too, with the Angels in Heaven, as they 
say, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts." 

Little children may join their voices, too, when they 



gG Teachings on the Catechism ; 

go to church. They, too, can praise God, and say, 
"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth," which 
means . hosts. And they can say those two verses 
after each Psalm, about Glory to God for ever and 
ever. 

Praise is the very best sort of worship ; and we can 
praise God best in Church — His own house — all to- 
gether with other voices, and often with music to help 
us. So we go to Church and worship Him. If we 
stay away from Church when we are not obliged to 
do so, it is not caring about worshipping God in the 
best way we can. 

But we must worship Him at home too. We must 
kneel down to Him night and morning, and say our 
prayers, and do Him honour and worship. You know 
He is our good great Father ; and we must pay Him 
His honour, because we belong to Him, and look up 
to Him. The more good we can grow, the better we 
shall be able to worship Him. I hope we may 
worship Him better and better all our lives here ; and 
then at last we shall come to the glorious worshipping 
Him for ever and ever with the holy Angels and saints 
round about His Throne in Heaven. 

1. What is worship ? 

2. Who worship God in Heaven ? 

3. What do they sing ? 
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4. When are we allowed to sing with the angels ? 

5. Where do we go to worship Him ? 

6. What do we sing the same as the angels ? 

7. Where do we also worship Him ? 

8. When do we worship? 



TO GIVE HIM THANKS. 

" A joyful and pleasant thing it is to be thankful." — 

Ps. cxlviL I. 

When any one gives you anything you are taught 
to say, " Thank you." It is pleasant to say, "Thank 
you," with all our hearts, when we are pleased. And 
it is very rude and disagreeable when a person will 
not thank. 

Now God is always giving us good things. So we 
must be always thanking Him. When we get up in 
the morning, we should thank Him for having given 
us our comfortable sleep all night, and raised us up 
safely to begin another day, well and happy and 
strong. When we eat our meals, we should thank 
Him for having given us food to eat, and health to 
enjoy it. That sort of giving thanks is called Saying 
Grace. When we go to bed, we should thank Him 
for having kept us safe and well all day long. 

There are a great many things besides to thr.nk 
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Him for. If jon have beei ill, when jtdu get better 
you shoald thank Him for making yoa better. Or if 
any of your fiiends have been ill and get better, then 
again you can thank the good God Who has made 
them so. 

Whatever happens to you that makes you glad, you 
can thank God for. You can thank Him when you 
are very happy in a fine day, for having made the 
sky and the trees and the flowers so fiiir and beautifiiL 
You can thank Him when some great treat is promised 
you, for it was He that put it into people's hearts to 
find pleasures for you. You can thank Him when 
any one makes you a present, for it was He who 
caused it to be given; and thanking Him in your 
heart will only make you grateful to the kind giver. 

And t^a^king Him for all these little outer things 
that you see and feel will make you able to thank 
Him all the better for the greater things that you do 
not see, but that you bdieve in. I mean for your 
home that is waiting for you in the beautiful City, and 
for our blessed Saviour's having gained a place for 
you there, and having sent the Holy Spirit to lead 
you there. Those are the great things to give thanks 
for; but all the little blessings that make life bright 
come from God too, and we should thank Him for 
them. 
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I. What do good children say when anything is 

given them ? 
a. Who gives us all good things ? 

3. What good things has God given us ? 

4. Therefore, wfiat should we return to Him ? 

5. What should we say before eating ? 

6. What after eating ? 

7. What should we thank Him for at morn? 

8. What should we thank Him for at night? 



TO PUT MY WHOLE TRUST IN HIM. 



What is trust? I will tell you. If you wanted to 
cross a wide, deep river, and there was only one little 
row bridge, you would be frightened. But if your 
father came and took you in his arms to carry you 
over, you would leave off being afraid, and would feel 
safe in his arms. That is trust. Or if you are ill, 
ind your mother brings you some medicine and tells 
you it will make you well, you believe her. That is 
trust. When a poor man is blind and cannot see, 
he has some one to lead him where he wants to go 
and to keep him from falbng. He trusts his guide. 

Now we are to trust in God. A father might slip 



in carrying his child over the river, but God cannot 
slip. A mother does not know whether she can cure 
her child or not, but God knows. A guide may go 
astray, but God never goes astray, 

Putting our whole trust in God, then, is the being 
sure t}iat God will do the right thing for us, as long as 
we do not do the wrong thing for ourselves. 

I said that the real fear of God was to fear God 
and be afraid of nothing else. Real trust in God is 
like that. If a thing seems ever so hard, if we trust 
God we shall do it, and He will make it turn out 
weil for us some way or other. But if 'fl'e think we 
can do anything by ourselves, or that any help except 
God's is of any real use, then we are not putting our 
whole trust in Him, for ive are trusting to ourselves 
or to somebody else, and we must give God all our 
trust. And those who trust to Him never fret or vex 
themselves, for they are quite sure that their good 
great Father is doing the best for them. They are 
not afraid, for they know He keeps them safe ; and 
when they want to do anything they are sure that He 
will help them to do it well if they will ask Him. 
And so 
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1. Who takes care of us ? 

2. When may we be sure of God's taking care 

of us? 

3. Can God ever mate mistakes? 

4. Cannot He do everything? 

5. Then of what may we be sure ? 

6. Is there any one else who never makes mistakes ? 

7. Eut even if things seem hard, of what may we 

he sure ? 

8. Tell me what putting our whole trust in God 



TO CALL UPON HIM. 



To call upon God is to pray to Him ; that is, to 
ask Him for all you want. When you kneel down 
and say your prayers, that is calling upon God, 
When you get up in the morning you call on God, 
and thank Him for having given you quiet sleep and 
let you wake well and happy. Then you ask Him to 
send His Holy Spirit to help you to be a good child 
all day and to keep from all bad ways. You ask Him 
to keep you safe from all harm, from all that might 
hurt you or tempt you to do wrong. You ask Him 
to take the same care of your father aod mother, 



102 Teachings on the Catechism : 

brothers and sisters, and all your dear friends; and 
if there is anything else you wish you ask Him for it 
too; and all for the sake of our good Lord Jesus 
Christ, His Son. That is calling on God. 

And when you go to bed you kneel down and 
thank God for having kept you safe all day, and pray 
Him to forgive all you may have done wrong, since 
our dear Lord Jesus bore your punishment. And 
you ask Him to give you His Holy Spirit to help you 
to be a better child to-morrow ; and you ask Him to 
take care of you and all your friends all night. So 
you call upon God at night. 

At church we call on Him in the prayers. Or if 
any one is ill we should call on Him to comfort them. 
Or if we are frightened we may call on Him to take 
care of us. Then you know we should trust in Him, 
and He will take care of us and keep us safe from 
harm. If we have anything hard to do we may call 
on Him, and He will make us able to do it. We 
must call on Him often all day in our hearts, and He 
will always hear and help. 

1. What is calling on God ? 

2. What is praying ? 

3. How can God hear us? 

4. When should we say our prayers ? 

5. What should we pray for in the morning ? 
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6, What should we pray for at night ? 

7, What is the hour of prayer? 

8, When also may we call on God ? 



TO HONOUR HIS HOLY NAME. 

** Give unto the Lord the honour due unto His Name." — 

Ps. xxix. 2. 

Whose Holy Name are you to honour? You know 
it is the Holy Name of God. One of the Command- 
ments told you not to take the Name of God in vain. 
Which Commandment was that ? Now how shall we 
honour God's Holy Name? What is His Name? 
Let us think what It is first. Our names are what 
we are known by. God's Name, or Names, is the 
. way He makes Himself known to us. Sometimes 
God is called JEHOVAH. That means I AM ; but 
it is such a very holy Name that we only say it now 
and then when we are praising Him. 

Then when God the Son came into the world He 
took the Name of Jesus, or God the Saviour ; and 
He is called Christ too, because He is our Anointed 
Lord. And God the Holy Ghost is called the Holy 
Spirit, and the Comforter. 

All these are Names of God, and if we love and 
fear God we shall honour them very much. He has 
told us to honour the Name of Jesus by bowing when 
we say it ; and we should always say all these Names 



very carefully, remembering that God is very great 
and holy ; and though He is in Heaven and we on 
earth, yet He can hear every word we say. If we love 
Him we shall like to honour His Name by praising 
It — singing our psalms and hymns, and saying with 
all our hearts, " Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the begin- 
ning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen." 

There are great hosts of holy angels and of good 
people's souls — souls of men, old and young and of 
women and girls ; yes, and little children — even babies, 
who can speak to praise God in Heaven. They are 
all praising and glorifying and honouring the Name of 
God : and nothing can make them so happy as this 
docs. And we, as we grow good, shall like that 
beautiful and constant praise of God, and honouring 
His Name, more and more. 

1. Whose Name should be honoured? 

2. Tell me some of the Names of God. 

3. What does Jehovah mean ? 

4. What does Jesus mean ? 

5. What does Christ mean? 

6. What do we call God ihe Holy Ghost? 

7. How should we say these Names? 

8. How can we honour them ? 




AND HIS WORD. 



Besides honouring God's Holy Name, we must 
honour His Word Our words are what we say, 
God's Word is what God says. We do not hear God 
speak now. No, but in old times He spoke to holy 
men. God the Holy Ghost came and spoke to them, 
and they wrote down what He taught them and made 
books of it. Then all these books were put together 
in one. Do you know the name of tliat one book ? 
It is the Holy Bible. Bible means book; so when 
we say the Holy Bible we mean the Holy Book. 
The Bible is holy because it is full of God's words. 
It is the Word of God, for God spoke it to the hearts 
of the men that wrote it ■ 

And so we must honour it very much. The first 
way to honour God's Word is to do what He tells us. 
The next way to honour God's Word is to listen to it 
and read it Those who can read ouglit to read a bit 
of the Bible every day. There are bits marked in 
the Prayer Book to be read every day. Some can 
read all that is marked for the Lessons ; some, who 

: younger, or have not time, or cannot read well, 
may read less ; but to honour His Word we must read 
it or hear it when we can. 
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And when we read it or hear it we must not treat 
it like a common book. We must listen gravely, and 
not laugh and talk, nor ask idle questions, for it is the 
way God speaks to us. And if there is anything we 
do not understand, or that seems strange, we must 
still be sure it is all right, and that it is only our own 
foolishness that hinders us from understanding. It 
must be all true, and we must believe it, for God 
spoke it, and no one can know as well as God, Who 
knows all things. 

And we must never make play about the things we 
learn from the Bible, for they are very real and very 
great. If we honour God's Holy Word we shall never 
throw a Bible about, or leave it out of its place, or 
use it for anything but to read and study ; for if we 
honour God we shall honour the Book where His 
very words are set down. 

1. Where is God's Word ? 

2. What Book must we honour ? 

3. Who wrote the books of the Bible ? 

4. How did these men know what to write? 

5. Then whose Word is the Bible ? 

6. How must we treat the Bible ? 

7. How must we hear it ? 

8. Why must we not play with the words ? 
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AND TO SERVE HIM TRULY ALL THE 
DAYS OF MY LIFE. 

** Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all to tha 

glory of God." — i CoR. x. 31. 

The Fourth Commandment told you to keep. 
Sunday for a day of rest and honour to God ; and to 
do your work all the rest of the week. Here we say 
we must serve Him truly all the days of our life. For 
going to church and doing your work are both ways 
of serving God. All you have to do is what is the 
right thing. When you sing hymns and psalms, or 
kneel down to pray, that is serving Him. And when 
you learn your lessons, if you really try to be good, 
that is serving Him. Or when you go to play, if you 
are kind and gentle and good-natured, still you can 
serve Him. Or if you give a little money, or a little 
work, or a little food, for some one very poor, that is 
serving Him. Or if, when you are just going to be 
cross or disobedient, you recollect that is not the way 
to be good, and leave off lest you should displease 
God, that is serving Him. Everybody who does what 
comes to them to do, just as well as they can, to please 
God, is serving God. Whoever tries to be good is 
serving God. But we must serve Him truly; we- 
must really care for being good to please Him ; not 
that any one may praise us, or give us nice things,. 
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or put us forward. Then we should be caring for 
these rewards, and not serving God truly. 

Sometimes God sends Icind friends, who like to see 
us good, and give us pleasures and speak kind words. 
Then we should be glad, and thank God, and 
thank them j but we ought to be good first of all to 
please God, and because it is right, and then we 
should be able to go on being good, even if it did not 
bring us pleasure now. That is indeed truly serving 
Cod, to be as good when nobody helps us as when 
every one helps us and is pleased with us. But now 
you are helped to be good, and you must try to serve 
God with all your might. Praise Him and pray to 
Him at church and at home, and do all you have to 
do as well and kindly as you can, that you may 
please Him. 

1. Who is our Lord and Master? 

2. What is our duty to our Lord and Master? 

3. What is the way to serve Him ? 

4. Who try to serve Him? 

5. When must we serve Him ? 

6. How must we serve Him? 

7. What must wc care about most? 
S. \Vhom should we most of all try to p!e: 
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U^ DUTY TO MY NEIGHBOUR. 



Four Commandments teach you what you ought 
to do to please God. They tell us the little we can 
do in honour of God Himself, who is so high, and 
out of reach, and wants nothing we can give Him, 
except our !ove. But He has been so good as to 
tell us another way of pleasing Him. That is to 
be good to our neighhour. 

When we say our neighbour, we mean the person 
who comes next to us. Our neighbour means any 
person that we have to do with. Our fathers and 
mothers, our brothers and sisters, our nurses or 
teachers, our playfellows or schoolfellows, the people 
in the town or village, the very beggars in the street — 
yes, and the Queen onher throne — are all our neigh- 
bours in so far as we have anything to do with them. 
Little or much, whatever we have to do with them, 
we must do that rightly if we would please God ; and 
these six last Commandments are to tell us how we 
should do rightly by everybody. 

There is one little word that settles it all. That 
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little word is Love. If we really loved people always 
better than pleasing ourselves we should never need 
to be told not to behave ill to them, A mother 
does not want anybody to tell her not to ill-use her 
baby. That is because she loves it. When you are 
cross you forget your love to your best friends, and 
just for the time you do not love them. If you did 
love them ahcajs you would never be naughty with 
Ihem. But when you are naughty you are loving 
yourself and your own bad way better than you love 
your neighbour. If you have anything nice to eat, 
or play with, and will not give a bit to any one else, 
whom are you loving then? But if you think, " How 
pleased this dear little friend or brother or sister will 
be I " and freely share, or even give up all, then you 
are loving your neighbour as yourself. And God 
has said, that to love your neighbour is the way to 
love Him. 

I. How many Commandments teach the duty to 

God? 
9. How many more are there ? 

3. What duly do they teach? 

4. Who is our neighbour ? 

g. Then how many commands tell us how to be- 
have to everybody else ? 
6. What feehng will make us good to every one ? 
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7. Can we do good to God ? 

8. Then how has God told us to show our love for 

Him? 



TO DO AS I WOULD BE DONE BY. 

** My little children, let us not love in word, or in tongue, but in 
deed and in truth." — i John iii. 18. 

If you fell down in the mud, and tore your frock, 
and a little girl came by, what should you like her to 
to do to you ? So if ever you see a child fall down, 
what should you do ? If you had got hold of a book 
or picture or toy that you were not meant to touch, 
should you like a great hand to snatch it away, and 
give you a thump? How should you like to have 
it taken from you ? Then if any one gets hold of 
your things by mistake how should you ask for them ? 
When you have a headache, or feel sick and ill, do 
you like to hear the other children stamp and shout 
about the house ? Then if any one is ill near you 
how should you behave ? 

Suppose you were grown up, and were teaching 
little children, should you like them not to mind their 
books or work, but to talk and idle, and not learn 
anything they could help, and give you a great deal 
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of trouble? Then how should you behave to your 
teachers? Suppose you were your mother — how 
should you like a child to be always tearing about, 
spoiling its clothes, and never heeding what is said to 
it \ but being always tiresome and cross if it is asked 
to give any little help ? So how should you behave 
to her? You see, you can know directly how to be 
good, if you think " If I were this other person, how 
should I like the child that is myself to behave 
to me ? " 

That rule will last you all your life long. So it is 
called the Golden Rule. Do as you would be done 
by. Treat other people just as you would like them 
to treat you if you were in their place. That is the 
right way to love them. Loving does not only mean 
kissing, or saying dear — it means being kind. If a 
little child came to me, and I called her dear and 
darling, and hugged and kissed her, and yet would 
not give her a bit of dinner, or take the trouble to 
dress her, it would not be real love, would it ? Would 
your mother like you best to kiss her or to mind her ? 
So the way worth having of showing love is to do as 
you would be done by — that is, to serve other 
people just as you would have them serve you. And 
thus my duty to my neighbour is to love him as 
myself, and to do unto all men as I would they should 
do unto me. 
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1. What is the right way to show love ? 

2. When we don't like anything, should we do it 

to others. 

3. When we like a thing, what should we do ? 

4. How should we treat all others ? 

5. How may we always know how to behave to 

others ? 

6. What is the Golden Rule ? 

7. Why is it called the Golden Rule? 

8. Which is best, talking of love, or doing kind 

things? 



TO LOVE, HONOUR, AND SUCCOUR MY 
FATHER AND MOTHER. 

" My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the 
law of thy mother." — Pro v. L 8. 

Our neighbour is any one near us. No one is so 
near to us as our father and mother while we are so 
happy as to have them still alive. Or if God has 
taken them to himself, still He gives children some one 
instead — perhaps a good uncle or aunt, or a grand- 
mother, or a godfather or godmother, or a kind friend, 
or perhaps the head of a school. Every child has 
some one next over him. And these parents, father or 

I 
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mother, or those in their place, we must love, honour, 
and succour. 

Do you remember the Commandment that told you 
to honour your father and mother ? It is the Fifth 
Commandment \ and here we are told a little more 
about honouring our father and mother. First, there 
is loving them. That is, we must feel them very dear 
— so dear, that we would not vex or give them pain 
for anything. Then we must honour them — ^that is, 
we must always respect them. We must never be 
rude to them, or laugh at them, or grumble at them, 
but show them honour and duty. 

And we must succour them. Succour means 
help. You cannot do much now to succour your father 
and mother; but you can do something. You can 
run on messages : you can fetch things for them ; 
you can help to recollect when they forget. And 
when you are told to do anything to help, you must 
never be cross at being hindered in your play \ but you 
must be glad to succour your parents even in a little 
way. When you get older and stronger and wiser, you 
will be able to do more. Then you will have head 
and hands able to help a great deal ; and how happy you 
will feel when you can save them trouble, and help them, 
and make them glad to lean on you, and let you wait 
on them, and keep them comfortable, and call you 
their good child. No one is so happy as one that loves. 



for the Little Ones, 115 

honours, and succours, a father or mother ; and no one 
is so sure of pleasing God and having His blessing. 

1. Who stand nearest to most children? 

2. How are they to behave to their father ^nd 

mother ? 

3. Who told them so ? 

4. In what Commandment? 

5. What does succour mean ? 

6. How can little children help ? 

7. Tell me how you can help mother ? 

3. How must you never speak to father or mother ? 



TO HONOUR AND OBEY THE QUEEN. 

" Fear God. Honour the king." — i Peter ii. 17. 

Over all our fathers, over everybody in the country, 
there is one person set who is like a great father or 
mother to all. That person is king or queen. Thus 
now we have a queen — Queen Victoria. She is like 
the mother of the English people. For we are all 
taken care of by her soldiers, and we all obey her 
laws, and she manages for us, and we all look up to 
her. 

God made her Queen; and when she began to 
reign, she was anointed in a great Church by God's 

\ 1. 
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minister, the Archbishop; and then he put the crown 
on her head, and gave her the sceptre to show that 
she was to rule us, and the sword to show that she 
was to guard us, and punish wrong-doers. She vowed 
to do all this : and then all the great people of the 
land came and knelt down before her, and kissed her 
hand, and swore to obey her and defend her. There 
were many prayers that she might have a good peaceful 
reign and long happy life ; and she received the Holy 
Communion, that so God might strengthen her for her 
great work. 

It is going on for fifty years now since Queen 
Victoria began to reign ; and God has blessed us, and 
made us very happy under her. And she much wishes 
to keep us all good and peaceful and happy, and shield 
us from all harm, like her own children. Let us 
always try to honour her. If ever we see her, we 
should stand up, and a man or boy should take off 
his hat, a woman or girl curtsey. And when the 
beautiful " God Save the Queen " is sung, we stand 
up, partly because it is ti prayer, partly because it is 
for the Queen. And when the prayers for her are 
said at Church, we should think of her and pray in 
them. Then for obeying her — we must keep all her 
laws, and mind rules that are made, because they are 
hers. The rates and taxes that grown-up people pay, 
are money for the Queen, and they should be paid 
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without grumbling. And sometimes there are rules 
about not going on certain paths or fields ; or rules 
about paying money for bringing things from foreign 
parts into England. To mind those rules is to obey 
the Queen ; and we must honour and obey her for 
God's sake, because she was set over us by God. 

1. Who rules over this country? 

2. What is her name ? 

3. Who crowned her ? 

4. What was put in her hand ? 

5. Why was a sword given her? 

6. What is our duty to the Queen ? 

7. What is there that we can do for her in Church ? 

8. How can we do honour to her ? 



<i 



ALL IN AUTHORITY UNDER HER. 

Let every soul be subject to the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God." — Rom. xiii. i. 



This is a large country ; and the Queen cannot be 
attending to all the people in it herself. So men are 
appointed to look after what has to be done, and keep 
her people in order. They have authority. That is, 
they can give orders. But they are under the Queen, 
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for she is the head of all. They are under her and 
over us. 

I will tell you some of those who are put in author- 
ity under her. Policemen are in authority. They 
have authority to stop any one who is doing mischief 
in the road, or prevent people from standing where 
they ought not, or making noises, and many like 
things. And what a policeman desires has to be 
done. For he is the Queen's servant, and has 
authority to keep order. Then a magistrate has 
authority from the Queen to try persons who are 
thought to have done anything against the lawsj 
and if it is true that they have done it, to put them 
in prison. A judge has authority to try greater 
causes still. Then an officer in the army has 
authority over his soldiers, and they must do exactly 
as he tells them. And the captain of a ship has 
authority over all his sailors ; and no one dares to 
disobey him in his ship. 

So we have to mind whoever is set over us. When 
we obey, it is not because we are afraid of being 
punished, but because God set the Queen over us; 
and when we obey those who are set in authority 
under her, we are obeying God. 



1. What is authority? 

2. Who have authority ? 
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3. What has a policeman authority to do ? 

4. What has a magistrate authority to do ? 

5. Who gives them authority ? 

6. What must we do ? 

7. Why must we obey ? 

8. Whom do we obey when we do as we ought ? 



TO SUBMIT MYSELF 
TO ALL MY GOVERNORS AND TEACHERS. 

" He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul." 

Prov. XV. 32. 

Children's fathers and mothers do not always teach 
them. Some children go to school; some have 
governors, that is tutors or governesses, at- home, to' 
teach them and watch over them and be with them. ' 
Governors and teachers have to be listened to and 
obeyed. They are for the time instead of father or 
mother to the child who is learning of them. Just as 
officers are in authority under the Queen, so teachers 
are in authority under parents. A child who will not 
mind a schoolmaster or mistress, or tutor or governess, 
is really not minding his father and mother. Children 
must submit themselves to their governors and teachers. 
That is, they must follow all their rules, and never try 
to play tricks, and avoid doing as they know ought to 
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be done. When it is the rule to be silent, they must 
be silent — really silent, not trying to whisper. They 
must submit to the rule of silence. Or if the teacher 
says something the child does not like, there must 
be no saucy or pert answer. That is not submitting. 
Or if a child has one way of working, or writing, or 
saying a lesson, and the teacher tells it to change, it 
must really try to change — not grumble, and go back 
to the old way the moment it is not watched. That 
is not submitting. Even if a teacher is quite young, 
perhaps only a few years older than yourself; while 
she is teaching, you must obey her and attend to her, 
and not be tiresome or pert with her j for she is set 
over you for the time, and you have to submit your- 
self to her. For she is set to teach by your governess, 
or your schoolmistress. And your parents set your 
governess or mistress over you; and you know that 
God commands you to honour your father and mother. 
You cannot honour them, or honour God rightly, if 
you do not honour those who have authority over you 
in your learning. 

1. Who teaches you ? 

2. How should you behave to your teachers ? 

3. Why should you mind your teacher? 

4. Whom do you mind when you obey your 

teacher ? 
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5. What have they over you ? 

6. How should you behave when they are not 

looking at you? 



SPIRITUAL PASTORS. 

** Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ." 

— I Cor. iv. i. 

When you go out walking, you sometimes see 
sheep feeding. They are often in green fields, or 
upon smooth downs, and hill-sides. 

Those feeding-places are called their pasture. And 
the man who leads them to their green fields, and 
takes them to drink at the brook or river, is called — 
what is he called ? Yes, you know he is the shepherd, 
that is the sheep-herd, because he herds the sheep ; 
but besides that, he is sometimes called a pastor, 
because he feeds, or takes them to their pasture in the 
fields, or on the hills. 

Do you know that our good Lord Jesus Christ 
calls Himself a Shepherd, and says that we are all 
His sheep; and children are His own little lambs. 
He loves His sheep and lambs very much. He 
knows them all by their names, and watches and takes 
care of them — you know He even gave His own Life 
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to save them. All the pleasant things you have, home 
and friends and everything, are the pastures He puts 
you in to rest and be happy in ; just as the little lambs 
sleep by their mothers' sides, and play and gambol 
with one another on the green grass inside the 
sheepfold. 

But the shepherd of a great flock has under-shep- 

herds, to work under his orders among the flock. 

Our Good Shepherd has under-shepherds too. They 

are pastors under the great Pastor. They take care 

of His sheep, and feed them for Him. Do you know 

when a pastor or under-shepherd is feeding you — 

Christ's little lamb ? The pastor is your clergyman. 

You, and all the people near, make up the flock he 

has to take care of for Christ, the chief Shepherd. He 

is feeding the flock when he stands in Church reading 

God's Holy Word, and preaching about it. He is 

feeding the lambs when he hears children say their 

Catechism, and asks them questions about it, or tells 

them good things. It is their souls that he is feeding 

then — not their bodies ; and so he is called a spiritual 

pastor — for a spiritual pastor means a shepherd of the 

souL And you are to mind your spiritual pastor, just 

as the sheep mind their shepherd. For when you are 

attending to him, you are attending to your great 

Shepherd's under-shepherd, and that is the same as 

attending to the great Shepherd Himself. And thus 
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you can learn to be a good and loving little lamb to- 
Him who loves you so much. 

1. Who is the Good Shepherd? 

2. Who are His sheep ? 

3. What does He do for them ? 

4. Whom does He set to take care of them ? 

5. What is the other word for shepherd ? 

6. Who are our pastors ? 

7. Why are they called spiritual pastors? 

8. How should we behave to them ? 



TO ORDER MYSELF LOWLY AND REVE- 
RENTLY TO ALL MY BETTERS. 

"Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and honour the 
face of the old man." — Lev. xix. 32. 

Who are my betters ? There is an answer to that 
question in the Bible. It is — " Let each esteem other 
better than himself." Does that seem strange to you ?' 
Let us think about it. Perhaps you think that the 
Queen, great lords, and grand gentlemen and ladies, 
may be your betters. Well, so they are : they are- 
your betters in station. God has set them in places 
of authority ; and so you must order yourself lowly to 
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them — make a bow or cartsey when you see them, 
and answer respectfully if they speak to you. Clergy- 
men, you know, are to be reverenced, because they 
are shepherds sent by God ; and their wives and 
daughters are to be treated respectfully, because they 
belong to them. Indeed, you should stand up when- 
ever any one you owe respect to comes into a room ; 
and make some sign of civil greeting when you meet 
such a person in the street. You should never push 
by when you overtake ihem ; and even if you are in a 
great hurry, you should say gently, " I beg pardon," 
if you have to get past. And if you are at play — 
throiving a ball, or at marbles — leave off while they 
pass by. 

Again : there are our betters in age. Old people 
are to be treated very respectfully, even when they are 
not our relations. If you are with an old man or 
woman, you should not sit still if there is not a chair 
for them : you should not use your young active limbs 
to push before them ; but you should help them — 
fetch tilings for them, and consider them first in all 
things. God says, " Thou shall rise up before tlie hoary 
head, and honour the face of the old man." And there 
nothing so shocking in a boy or girl as rudeness to 
1 old man or woman. Children always ought to be 
civil and respectful to grown-up people, and even to 
Other children older than themselves : they will be 
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gentle and civil, never rude or saucy, or pushing 
themselves first. 

Well then, you say, at least I may be before the 
little ones ? No ; I do not say that. You are still to 
esteem the little ones better than yourself. You know 
you are older, and know better than they do ; so when 
you are naughty, it is much worse in you than it would 
be in them. You have to take great care never to 
hurt or vex or tease them — and more than all, not to 
make them naughty. You should put them before 
you, and give them the first turn ; and never use your 
strength to put them aside, but only to help them. 

1. Who are your betters ? 

2. Who are your betters in age ? 

3. How should you treat old people ? 

4. Who are your betters in station ? 

5. What should you do when you meet them ? 

6. What should you do when they come into the 

room? 

7. How should you treat the little ones ? 

8. How should you behave to all ? 
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TO HURT NOBODY BY WORD OR DEED. 

** Love worketh no ill to his neighbour."— ^ROM. xiii. lo. 

Words and deeds. They are two different things ; 
do you know what they mean ? Words are what we 
say ; deeds are what we do. If I say I like a nose- 
gay, I speak words ; if I go and gather a nosegay, I 
do a deed. 

Now, when you have been told about all the 
people you must look up to and honour, the next 
thing is to tell you that you must never hurt any one. 
You know already what hurts. You know that you 
must not beat, or pinch, or kick, or bite any one. 
That would be hurting by deed. It would not be at 
\ all like a holy child, who has been made to belong to 
the loving and blessed Saviour Jesus Christ. It is 
much more like the cruel wicked spirit, who wants to 
make people hurt and tear one another, and be 
miserable. 

Never hurt any one, then ; if you are ever so angry, 
keep back your hand, and do not strike. Only think 
how sad it is to fight, and to see one child crying 
because another has hurt it. And there is another 
thing which is really worse than forgetting one's self 
when one is vexed and angry, and that worse thing is 
teasing. Some children are so cruel, that they like 
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to keep on at one that is quieter or more shy, or has 
not so much spirit as the rest. They think this weak and 
silly, and so they always go on worrying. Sometimes 
they will frighten the poor thing ; sometimes they will 
■do just what it does not like for the pleasure of 
vexing it; sometimes they will hurt it. Now they 
«ay this is all fun ; but they know it is very bad fun, 
for they leave off, and are very much ashamed, if they 
think they shall be caught ; and yet they get into this 
bad way, and fancy there is no harm in it. Some, 
-who do not themselves torment and tease, stand by 
^nd laugh, because they think it looks clever, and 
they think they should be teased too if they did not. 
Now, remember that teasing is hurting — it is hurting 
the feelings, if it is not hurting the body ; it is doing 
the devirs work, and almost trying to make God 
angry. He has told you to do to others as you 
would be done by; and there is nothing a child 
can do that is so wilfully distressing as teasing. 

Think of this if you ever • tease out of thoughtless, 
ness ; and always try to help and be kind, instead of 
vexing and teasing. 

1. \Vhat are words ? 

2. What are deeds ? 

3. How must we not hurt any one ? 

4. What is hurting by word ? 
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5. What is hurting by deed ? 

6. Who wants to hurt people ? 

7. If you tease and hurt other children, whom are 

you like ? 

8. How does God wish us to be to others ? 



TO BE TRUE AND JUST IN ALL MY 

DEALINGS. 

"He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

much." — Luke xvi. 10. 

My dealings — what are they? At the shop, the 
grocer has dealings when he gets sugar from some 
great warehouse and then sells it to us. The butcher 
has dealings when he buys an ox or sheep, kills it, 
cuts it up, and sells the pieces. 

The grocer has to be true and just, and give the 
right weight of sugar to his customers; and the 
butcher must charge the right sum for his beef and 
mutton, and send just as much as he says he sends. 

But what dealings have people that do not keep 
shop, and very seldom have any money ? They are 
always having some sort of dealings with some one. 
You, for one, have dealings with your teacher, and 
dealings with your playmates. When you are set 
to do a piece of work, or write a copy, or learn a 
lesson, it is a dealing with your teacher. If you are 



for the Littk Ones. 



true and just, you will do your best out of sight as 
well as in sight ; and if you make a mistake, you will 
boldly and truly tell of it — not wait for it to be found 
out. Jf you are not true, you will try to hide away 
faults, and to get praise and credit without taking 
trouble ; and you will do what is forbidden, and think 
it good fun and very clever to hide it from everybody. 
And if you are true and just among your com- 
panions, you will always take care not to get more 
than your share of anything that is given. And you 
will always mind the rules of any game you play at, 
and not try to get advantage by playing unfairly. 
You will never take a bit more of anything than you 
are sure is meant for you ; and though you may 
sometimes miss what you would like, and have to be 
bold in speaking truth and telling of yourself, yet be 
sure the only way to be honest and free-hearted, is 
never to say one word that is not quite true, and 
never to get or to keep a morsel of anything not 
rightly meant for you. 



1. What are your dealings ? 

2. How must you deal with others ? 

3. How must you behave when out of sight? 

4. What must you do if you make a mistake ? 

5. How must you behave in your play ? 
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6. May you take more than your share of anything ? 

7. Why not ? 

3. Is not getting more than is fair a sort of 
stealing ? 



TO BEAR NO MALICE OR HATRED IN MY 

HEART. 

** Let not the sun go down upon your wrath." — ErH. iv. 26. 

I am sorry to say that I have sometimes known a 
little child who did not put out of mind any grievance 
that happened to it, but watched its time to give a sly 
push or pinch to whoever had vexed it. Such a 
•child likes to hurt or tease any one it has a grudge 
against. It has a real grim sort of pleasure in giving 
a slap or a kick to the other, in hiding things that the 
other will want, or in saying unkind things. It is a 
horrible pleasure for a child to have. For it is the 
wicked spirit, Satan, that makes it pleasant, Satan 
cannot bear to see children loving one another. So 
he puts spite into their hearts, and teaches them to 
hate one another and be ill-natured. That was what 
he did to the very first brothers who lived in this 
world. Their names were Cain and Abel. Satan 
taught Cain to spite Abel, and put that wicked 
feeling into his heart that we call malice and hatred. 
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At last Cain struck his brother, so that Abel died 
Nobody had ever died before, so Cain could not have 
known he would kill by his blow. But God was very 
angry with him, and drove him from home to wander 
about lonely and forlorn. And God has told us that 
whoever hates another is as bad as a murderer. 

You know the Sixth Commandment. What is it ? 
Now some people are not strong enough to kill, some 
are afraid ; but if they hate an d spite, and do all they 
can to hurt, the feeling is there that is as bad as 
murder. 

I will tell you a sad time story. A little girl was 
her parents' only child, till she was four or five years 
old ; and they were very fond of her. At last she had 
a brother bom. The maids who took care of her 
were so unkind and cruel as to tease her, and tell her 
no one would love her, or care about her, but that 
all the love would go to the little baby. The poor 
little girl got into a rage at last, and quite hated her 
brother. She saw him lying ir his cradle asleep, and 
she took up an iron that they had been smoothing 
the clothes with, and flung it at him. It hit the 
poor little baby's head, and he was dead in a moment. 
Poor child ! She was too young to be punished 
by the law as if she had been older; but as she 
grew up, and no other son was ever bom to her 
father and mother, she grieved and grew more and 

K !I 
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more sad at the thought of the dreadful deed she 
had done. 

And you see, if once you let that wicked spite 
and malice get hold of your heart, no one can tell 
what you may do. You must pray to God to help 
you to take it away. And if ever you fed as if you 
wanted to say or do anything unkind, then stop 
yourself with all your might Ask God to make you 
love the person ; ask with all your might, and try to da 
a kind thing instead of an unkind one, and then you 
will feel so bright and happy. For you will have 
beaten the bad spirit back. 

1. What is the Sixth Commandment ? 

2. Does it only mean that we must not kill ? 

3. What does it mean ? 

4. What is malice ? 

5. What is hatred ? 

6. Whom do these bad feelings come from ? 

7. What does God will that we should do? 

8. How must we stop our bad feelings ? 



TO KEEP MY HANDS FROM PICKING AND 
STEALING. 

" A foul shame is upon the thief," — EccLUS. v. 14. 

Which Commandment tells about stealing? It 
is not only stealing that we must keep from, but 
picking. Picking is a sort of little stealing that some 
careless people say has no harm in it ; but it is 
stealing for all that, and it breaks the Eighth Com- 
mandment It is picking if you take a stick out 
of a hedge ; it is picking, to lake otlier people's pins 
or slate-pencils without leave ; it is picking, to taste 
little bits of nice things that are not given to you, I 
knew of a little girl who was sent to carry a bottle of 
brandy from one village to another. Another child 
set out with her ; and as they went, they wondered 
how the brandy tasted. They never thought how 
wrong it was to pick or taste what was not their own. 
They got the cork out with their teeth, and just put 
their tongues to the liquor. The girl who was with 
the one who carried it found it burnt her, and did not 
like it, and she turned back. But the other took a 
drop, and a drop more, till the spirit flew to her head ; 
and by and by, some one who came that way found her 
lying by the path-side, as if she was dead, with the 
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bottle by her side. She was taken home, and she 
had a bad illness from the fiery spirit she had taken. 
I hope she never forgot that she had suffered so much 
because she had not been honest and trusty, but had 
begun to take what was not rightly hers. 

Never touch what you are not quite sure may be 
touched ; never taste what you have not leave to 
taste ; never play where you have not been told you 
may play; and if you do any harm by accident to 
what is not your own, go and show it at once, or you 
are not being rightly honest. For to spoil what 
belongs to another person, is to take away some part 
of what belongs to him ; and if we do that, and do not 
tell, it is a kind of picking ; it is not being fair. And 
we ought to take even more care of other people's 
things than of our own, or else we are not doing 
to our neighbour as we would have him do to us. 
Should you not feel very ill used if other people 
picked the plums out of your cake, or spoilt your 
books, or lost your needle? Then take great care 
never to do such things to them. 



1. What is the Eighth Commandment ? 

2. What part of you does that command restrain? 

3. What is stealing ? 

4. What is picking ? 
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5. May we take little things ? 

6. What must we do before we touch what is not 

our own ? 



MY TONGUE FROM EVIL SPEAKING, 
LYING, AND SLANDERING. 

* The words of a talebearer are as wounds." — Prov. xviii. 8. 

Do you remember the Ninth Commandment? 
What was it ? Well, here you say the same thing in 
other words. The Ninth Commandment taught you 
not to say anything false against other people. This 
sentence means that you must say nothing unkind 
about other people behind their backs — for that is 
evil speaking, and slandering; and that you must 
never say what is not true — that is lying, and God 
hates a lie. 

If you were to throw a ball, and it went through a 
pane of glass in the window, perhaps you would be 
tempted to say nothing about it. And when the hole 
was seen, 'and you were asked who did it, then you 
know what you ought to say. You must not be afraid 
and cowardly. It is really much worse to have made 
God angry with us by telling a lie, than for any man or 
woman to be ever so angry with us. And if you 
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denied having done the harm, and some one else 
got punished instead, that would be almost as bad as 
if you had gone and borne false witness against that 
person. Never say what is not true ; never, when you 
are talking, say one untrue word to make what you 
are telling sound grander, or stranger, or funnier ; but 
try to tell the plain truth, and say exactly what you 
mean. Every untrue word that is said does harm to 
somebody : it is like a little speck of black on the 
person who speaks it ; and one tiny smut after another 
will make us very sooty indeed at last. If you keep your 
tongue from ever being unkind, or untrue, then I think 
your heart inside, and your hands outside, will be safe 
from doing harm. 

1. What is the Ninth Commandment ? 

2. What part of you have you to keep in order ? 

3. What must the tongue be kept from ? 

4. What is lying ? 

5. What must be always told ? 

6. What is slandering ? 

7. If you tell about anything, what must you be 

careful of? 
3. May you tell tales ? 
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TO KEEP MY BODY IN TEMPERANCE, 
SOBERNESS, AND CHASTITY. 

" Let your moderation be known unto all men."- — Phil. iv. 5. 

You have been learning how to keep every part of 
yourself in order. Your heart within you must have 
no hard cross thoughts ; then your tongue must speak 
no profane words, no rude -words, no idle words, no 
unkind words, no false words ; your hands must never 
hurt any one on purpose, nor meddle ivith what they 
must not touch. 

So heart, tongue, and hand, all have a mie ; but 
here is a rule besides— out of the Seventh Command- 
ment — for your whole self — your body. That rule 
says that your body must be kept fresh and pure, like 
a thing that belongs to God. When you get all the 
cakes, or fruit, or sweets you can, and stuff them down 
till you are sick and heavy, that is not keeping fresh 
and in order as it is well for a Christian to be. 

Temperance and soberness mean the having enough, 
and not too much, of what is wholesome. When 
people take too much brandy or beer or wine, you 
know they quite lose their senses for the time, That 
is very dreadful, and it comes of not being sober and 
temperate. People who eat too much are gluttons; 
people who drink too much are drunkards : and they 
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get duller and stupider, and cannot think of God and 
good things, they are so stuffed up with pleasing 
themselves. 

If you would be saved from getting to please your- 
self so much as to forget to please God, then always 
take care to stop in time. Never take too much, but 
keep a check over yourself in all your pleasures ; for 
the moment you get too eager, and not sober about 
them, you will begin to be naughty. 

1. What is the rule for your heart ? 

2. What is the rule for your hands ? 

3. What is the rule for your tongue ? 

4. What is the rule for your body ? 

5. When you eat, what must you not do? 

6. When you drink, what must you not do? 

7. What word means not having too much ? 

8. May you be greedy, or idle, or noisy ? 



NOT TO COVET OR DESIRE OTHER MEN'S 

GOODS. 

** He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver." 

EccLES. V. 10. 

Which was the Commandment that told us not to 
covet? What is coveting? Wishing for anything very 
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much. Sometimes, wishing and wishing for something 
ends in taking it. Sometimes it ends in getting greedy 
for money to buy something like it. Sometimes it 
makes people fretful and cross, and never happy with 
what they have. Perhaps a little girl has a doll, and 
likes it very much till she sees another girl with a 
prettier one. Then she gets cross, and does not care 
to play, but frets and teases. That is being discon- 
tented. It is very naughty, for it is being unthankful. 
Suppose some one gave her a still smarter doll ; she 
would be pleased for a little while, perhaps ; but as 
soon as she saw one larger still, her longings would 
turn to that. It would be always something else. Do 
you ever feel !ike that? It is a great pity if you do, 
and I think the way to cure it is to think how kind the 
friend was wlio gave what you have, and how kind 
God is to give you that friend. Then what you have 
will soon seem nice. But if you once begin to wish 
and wish, nothing will ever make you happy, for you 
will never be satisfied. Vou must never grumble and 
murmur ; for you will soon learn a sad history, which 
shows that God is angry with people who will not be 
pleased with what He gives them but fret and grumble 
after what they have not got. 

1. What must we not let ourselves wish for? 

2, What is wishing called ? 
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3, How do people feel who covet ? 



4. What is the word for being c 



5, Who gives us what we have ? 

6, Who puts it into people's minds to be kind 



7. Why is it naughty to grumble ? 

8. Who are the happiest people? 



TO LEAHN AND LABOUR TO DO MY 
DUTY. 



Not fret and grumble ! No, we have got some 
thing else to do. We have to learn and to labour. 
Some of us have to learn, some of us have to labour. 
Indeed, I think we have to do both. To labour is tc 
work. Digging and ploughing, sawing and building, 
sewing and cooking, and all manner of work besides, 
is labour. And learning — what is that? You know 
as well as I do. But it is not only learning to read 
and spell, to write and sam, it is learning and labour- 
ing to do our duty. What is our duty ? It is that 
which we ought to do. Our business is to learn to do 
what we ought to do, and then to labour to do what 
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we ought to do. When any one tells you how to be 
good, and you try to mind it, then you are learning 
and labouring to do your duty. When you learn to 
read, or write, or sew, you are learning what will help 
you to do your duty by and by \ and if you are taking 
pains, you are labouring to do your duty. Lessons 
and tasks are children's work, just as ploughing, or 
keeping shop, or cotton-spinning, is grown-up people's 
work. God has set them to do it, and they must do 
their best, and then He will bless them and make it 
all turn out well. Idle people are never really happy,, 
and they are sure soon to do wrong. For if they will 
not do the work God sets them, then comes the other 
master, and 

" Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." 

So, if you do not briskly try to learn and labour at 
your duty, no good will ever come to you. 

1. What have we to do instead of grumbling ? 

2. What is labour ? 

3. What work have children to do ? 

4. What is the use of learning? 

5. What is being idle ? 

6. Why may we not be idle ? 

7. Who finds work for the idle ? 

8. What work does Satan find them ? 
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IN THAT STATE OF LIFE TO WHICH IT 
SHALL PLEASE GOD TO CALL ME. 



Everybody is not the same. How should you like 

to have nobody in the world but bojs and girls of 

your own age? It would not be comfortable. To 

be sure, there would be no teachers to set lessons ; 

but there would be no mothers to put the little ones 

to bed, or give them their dinners, and no fathers to 

work for the dinners. So it is much better that there 

should be dilTerences. Some people plough and sow 

the fields; some must spin, and must weave our 

clothes; some keep shop; and so on. Then some 

must cook, and sew, and sweep; and some must be 

to keep order over the others, or it would be all 

quarrelling and confusion. Those who keep order 

must have time to get learned and clever; so they 

_ need to be rich enough not to have to work for their 

■ living. Then we want clergymen, to give the Holy 

I Sacraments and lead our prayers ; and schoolmasters 

I or governesses to teach. Thus there must be many sorts 

H of people — some to rule, some to think, some to work, 

H some to fight and defend us, some to sail on the sea, 

H some great and rich, some middling, some poor, some 

^L old, some middle-aged, some young ; and all have to 
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work together. All are members of Christ, and have 
different things to do : as our feet have to walk, our 
hands to work, our eyes to see ; and if we all do our 
work quietly in our place, we are doing our part as 
belonging to our Saviour. It is God who fixed where 
we should be born, and when. He made us live now, 
instead of any time before or after. He made us 
belong to our country, and be whatever we are. He 
settles how many brothers or sisters we have, and how 
rich or poor, how clever or dull, how pretty or plain. 
And He made it all be just as would suit us best. He 
put us in our place, and gave us the thing to do that 
is the very best for us, and will please Him best if we 
do it well. So what we have to do is to do our very 
best to please God, and never think what we would do 
if we were somebody else. 

1. Have all people the same work to do? 

2. Why not ? 

3. Who fixes what we are to do ? 

4. What have we to do ? 

5. Do you know what your business will be by 

and by ? 

6. But whatever it is what must you do in it ? 

7. Who will call you to it ? 

8. What must you do now to be ready for it? 



UNABLE TO DO THESE THINGS. 



My good child, know this, that thou art not able 
to do these things of thyself, nor to walk in the 
Commandments of God, and to serve Him, without 
His special grace. 

Only think how much we Iiave to do. Only think 
how many things our Godfathers and Godmothers 
have promised (hat we shall do. They promised 
that we should never have anything to do with what 
is bad ; they promised that we should believe all that 
God tells us ; they promised that we should obey all 
the Commandments. And so we must always think 
of God first of all ; we must pray to and thank Him 
for everything ; we must never speak lightly of 
anything that belongs to Him ; we must keep all our 
time holy to Him, whether work-days or Sundays, or 
holydays : we must honour our parents and everybody 
over us ; we must never say or do anything to hurt 
anybody; we must never be bold or dirty in our ways; 
we must never touch what is not our own, or be at all 
unfair ; we must not speak an untrue word, nor ever 
wish for what is not ours. 
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Can we do all this ? Let us see. Is it easy to mind 
all the holy words in Bible lessons ? Is it easy never 
to be a bit cross or angry if we are vexed with others ? 
Is it easy always to keep our hands from meddling ? 
Is it easy to keep our lips from tasting ? And is it 
not hardest of all to keep our hearts from wishing ? 

No, we cannot do it. If we try to avoid one fault, 
we shall fall into another. If we think we are always 
saying what we mean, we are saying hard sharp 
things. If we do not fly into passions, we are fretful. 
If we do not take things we covet them. Nobody 
can get up in the morning, and be perfectly good all 
day, all by himself. It is just like trying to set up 
some little doll to stand by itself; if you think it 
is quite straight, it is sure to tumble down one side or 
the other. 

What do you do to it, then, to make it stand ? You 
prop it up. Well, there is a prop always ready for you 
to keep you from falling. That prop is God's help — 
God's Grace as it is named. That help of God 
is always ready for you. That help of God can 
make you quite good — it will keep you up straight, 
for they who do lean only on His heavenly 
grace shall ever be supported by His Almighty power. 
If you have God*s grace, and really try, you need 
never be naughty at all, for He is able to keep 
you from falling. 

I. 
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1. What have we promised? 

2. But can we do it all by ourselves ? 

3. Why not? 

4. Is it easy to be always good ? 

5. Is there any help ? 

6. What help is there ? 

7. Who can make us strong? 
3. What must we strive to do ? 



DILIGENT PRAYER. 

•* Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you." — Matt. vii. 7. 

"Which thou must learn at all times to call for 
by diligent prayer." 

We said that it was very hard to be good. We 
said it was like trying to set up a poor weak thing 
that always falls down. But we said that there is 
something that can keep you up, and keep you good. 
That which can make you good is God's help. The 
way to get that help is to ask for it. Asking God 
is called praying. The most proper way to ask God 
for anything is to kneel down, and recollect that He 
is very great and high, but that He can hear you, and 
He cares for you as much as if there was nobody else 
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in the world, and He is quite as sure to attend to you 
as ever your mother is. If you really ask Him for 
help to be good, and then try, He will be sure to give 
you the help, and make you able to be good. 

You must kneel down to pray to Him every 
morning, to ask Him to make you good all day, 
and besides to thank Him for having kept you safe all 
night, and given you a new day to live. At night, 
you kneel to thank Him for the care He has taken 
of you in the day, and to ask Him to go on taking 
care all night; and besides, to ask Him to pardon 
you for all that you may have done wrong in the 
course of the day — to pardon you because His 
blessed Son Jesus Christ died that you might 
be pardoned. 

Morning and evening you must pray, kneeling 
down to do God honour. And you kneel in Church, 
too, to do Him honour. Or if you have anything 
to ask of Him, you may get away by yourself, kneel 
down, and ask. But if you cannot be alone, God will 
hear any little prayer you make in your heart, even 
when you are busy, or walking, or learning, or playing. 
You can always speak to Him in your heart; and 
the only way to be happy and good is to be often 
speaking to Him. If we do not ask His help He 
takes it away ; but if we do ask it He will be sure 
to send it, and make us blessed. 

L 2 
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1. Is it easy to be good ? 

2. How can we get help ? 

3. What is praying ? 

4. What should we remember when we pray ? 

5. What should we do as we pray ? 

6. When should we pray ? 

7. May we pray at other times ? 

8. Tell me when we may pray ? 
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VI. 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 
" After this maimer therefore pray ye." — Matt. vi. 9. 

Once, when our Saviour was on earth, His disciples 
came to Him, and said, "Lord, teach us to pray." 
Then He gave them a prayer. It is so short and 
easy that every one can learn it and remember it> 
and so full of meaning that with it any person 
can ask for anything that he wants, or that is 
good for him. It asks even for more than we 
always know we want, because we are not wise 
enough to know what is best for us. 

That prayer is the first thing little children learn. 
Indeed, it is said for them long before they can say 
it for themselves; and the prayers in it are always 
going up to God, to entreat Him to send all good 
things down to them. 

We always say it whenever we say our prayers, and 
we say it whenever there is a Service in Church ; 
because our Saviour told us to say it when we pray, 
and because He, who knows everything, knows how 
to make those few words mean more than any 
of us can ask or think. 
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Only God, our Saviour Himself, could tell every 
bit of good meaning in His Prayer ; and the more 
wise and good and holy people are . here, and the 
more they mind it, and the better they pray it, the 
more they understand and enter into it And yet 
it is not so hard but that every little child who says 
it can feel what is asked for in it 3 and no child need 
ever seem to be saying words that it cannot under- 
stand. We only have to think of each piece, and 
not let our fancy roam off to other things ; but keep 
our eyes steady, and our thoughts to what we are 
saying. 

And to help you in this thinking, let us see a little 
of what our Saviour has taught us to say in His 
most holy Prayer. 

1. Which is the best of Prayers ? 

2. Why is it called the Lord's Prayer ? 

3. To whom did our blessed Lord give it ? 

4. What did His disciples ask Him to do ? 

5. When should we say it? 

6. Why should we say it whenever we say our 

Prayers ? 

7. Can we understand it all ? 

8. But Who will give us what we ask in it ? 
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OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. 

** If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in Heaven 
give good things to them that ask Him." — Matt. vii. n. 

Do you remember when God took you for His 
child ? He took your soul into His holy Arms, and 
blessed you for His own child, when you were 
baptized* And now He is pleased that His little 
children should call Him their Father; and He 
is listening to hear them, and to do what they ask 
of Him. 

Our Father, we say, for He is not only yom* Father, 
but my Father, and the Father of many, and many 
besides, little children and grown-up and old people 
everywhere 3 and when we ask for His kindness, 
we do not mean that it should be only for ourselves, 
but for every one that wants it too. 

We say. Our Father which art in Heaven, because 
most happy children have got a father on earth — 
a father whom they can see and hear and feel, taking 
care of them, and being good to them. And the 
kindness and care of our own fathers here teaches us 
how kind and good to us our Father in Heaven is. 
We go to our fathers when we want anything, and 
if they can they give it us; but there is no "if 
He can " with our Father in Heaven. He can do 
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everything. If even He does not give us just 
what we ask for, it is because He knows it would not 
be good for us \ just as our own fathers would not give 
us gunpowder or poison-berries to play with, though 
we cried for them ever so much. But what is in 
this Prayer our good Father will be sure to give 
us, because it is exactly what is right to ask for; 
and when we say, Our Father, it makes us feel 
how near and how very kind and loving He is, 
and how much we should love Him. 

1. What do we call God? 

2. When were you made His child? 

3. Why do you say Our Father, not my Father ? 

4. What do fathers give their children ? 

5. Can they give them everything? 

6. But Who can give us all ? 

7. Why can He give us all that is wanted ? 

8. Why do we not always get all we should like to 

have? 



HALLOWED BE THY NAME. 

** Praise the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, Thou art 
become exceeding glorious ; Thou art clothed with Majesty 
and Honour." — Ps. civ. I. 

We ask that God's Name may he hallowed* 
Hallow means to keep holy. God's Name is very 



^^ 
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holy indeed. You know what the Third Command- 
ment says of it. Say the Third Commandment. 
And you know what the Duty to God says you must 
honour. 

So when you say " Hallowed be Thy Name," 
you pray that you may never forget and take God's 
most holy Name in vain, or use it lightly; but 
that you should always do it honour, and be a 
reverent child, showing that you fear and love that 
good and holy God, who is so high and yet so 
very near. 

But you do not only ask this for yourself. You do 
not say, " Help me to keep Tby Name holy." No ; you 
do that — but you do much more too. You may help 
other people to honour God's Name too if you only 
mind what you are saying. For you pray for them 
too. 

You ask that everywhere^ — in all lands, in all towns, 
in all villages, in all hearts, by young and old, by 
great and small^that holy Name of God shall be kept 
holy ! that there should be no forgetting of Him, and 
ungrateful staining of His Name, no idle thoughts at 
prayers, no bad words, no careless sayings ; but that 
everywhere our great good Father's Name should be 
treated with all honour, and all Christians should be 
like people who are called so after the holy Name of 
Christ. Yes ; and that all the world should know of 
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the holiness of the Name^ and leam to keep it 
holy ; and so that every one should have God for 
their Father, and honour and love and bless Him, and 
live like His cliildren. 

1. What is meant by hallow? 

2. What commandment tells you to hallow God's 

Name? 

3. What have you to honour ? 

4. What then do you pray for here ? 

5. What do you ask for yourself? 

6. What do you ask for others ? 

7. What holy name are we called by ? 

8. How should we live then ? 



THY KINGDOM COME. 

** Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.'* 

— Matt. vL 33, 

A kingdom is what a king rules over. England is 
the kingdom that the kings of England rule over. 
God is the great King over all the earth. But if God 
is King already, why are we taught to ask that His 
Kingdom may come? I will try to tell you why. 
Do you remember about the first man and woman? 
You know they chose not to do as God told them, 
but as Satan told them, the bad spirit/and so they mad& 
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him their master instead of God. He is a very hard 
master indeed, and only gives mischief to his servants 
for their work, and pays them for doing it with pain 
and death. When our dear and holy Lord Jesus 
Christ came and lived and died for us in the world, 
He broke down all Satan's power, and won back 
the Kingdom. Now the kingdoms of this world 
are the Kingdoms of the Lord and His Christ. All. 
Christian countries are His Kingdom ; all people who 
are baptized into Christ's service, and for whom it is 
said, " I renounce the devil," belong to Jesus Christ, 
and have taken Him for their King. 

So you see that when we say " Thy Kingdom come,'*^ 
we ask that all countries may be Christian, that there 
may be none left where the people do not know 
Christ for their King, but that His good Kingdom 
may come there instead of Satan's cruel kingdom. 

We pray too that more and more people may 
be baptized, and own Christ for their King, and 
renounce the devil, so that Christ's Kingdom may 
come to them. And besides that, we know that we and 
other people too, though we are baptized and Christ's 
own by right, are always in danger of slipping back into 
Satan's kingdom. When we do wrong, Satan is pulling 
us into his kingdom ; and if we are not sorry, he gets 
us into it ; he is fighting for us as hard as he fights, 
for the world. 
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So when we say " Thy Kingdom come," what we 
ask for ourselves is that Christ our good King will 
come by His Holy Spirit to hold us fast, and help us 
to fight away that wicked one, and drive off all that 
would draw us from the good kingdom into the 
bad one. 

Then, by and by, Satan will be quite driven ofl^ 
and shut up in darkness and chains, with all the 
people that chose to belong to him, unable to do 
any more harm : and Christ will reign in all His 
glory, and there will be no more pain or grief, or war 
or trouble or parting, but all will be peace and love 
and joy. When that Kingdom comes it will be best 
of all. 

1. What is a kingdom ? 

2. Who ought to be our King ? 

3. When do we not make Christ our King ? 

4. Who fights against Him ? 

5. On whose side should we fight ? 

6. When does Christ's Kingdom come into our 

hearts ? 

7. When does His Kingdom come into a coimtiy ? 
.8. When will it fully come ? 



THY WILL BE DONE IN EARTH AS IT 15 

IN HEAVEN. 

"Not my will, but Thine, be done." — LuKE xxii. 42. 

When we talk of our will wc mean that part of 

us that wishes, or likes, or intends. When a little 



" I want to do it — 

When we say we are 

n that we are quite 

To do a person's will 



child says, "I will," he means 
1 mean to try hard to do it." 
willing to do a thing we mei 
ready and satisfied to do it, 
is to do what he wishes. 

In Heaven, there are angels and saints who do 
exactly what God desires of them to do, and love 
nothing better than to obey Him exactly. But you 
know, down here on earth, people do not always 
like to do as they are told, and sometimes they 
will not try — sometimes, even when they try hard, 
they cannot do things as well as they know they 
ought to be done. 

Now, when we pray " Thy Will be done in 
earth as it is in Heaven," we ask God to make us as 
glad and willing to do all that is right as the angels 
in Heaven are; and also to help us to do things 
as well and perfectly as an angel would do them. 

That is the way that God's Kingdom comes 
upon us, and upon all the earth ; for every one 
that does His Will owns Him for King. That other 



master, Satan, is always tiying to make our wi!l 
different from God's, that we may be his servants 
instead of having God for our King. 

When we say, "It is so hard," or, "I won't do 
it," at what is set for us, then Satan is getting hold 
of our wills, and trying to malie them hke the devils' 
wills, instead of like the angels' wills. The devils 
are always saying, " It is so hard," and, " I will not," 
and whispering it to us to make us say so too. 

What must we do then, when we do dislike any- 
thing verj- much, and yet it must be borne or done ? 
Why, we must hold our tongues about it first of all. 
We need not say, " How hard I " or, " How cross I " 
or, " How I hate it I " and certainly not, " 1 won't." 
And then we must try to do what we are told, 
just as well as if we liked it And depend upon it, 
that if we say in our hearts, " Thy will be' done 
in earth as it is in Heaven," God will help us 
to be willing and happy about the very thing we 
thought such a grievance. Then, by and by, step 
step, our wills will get further and further out 
of Satan's reach, and more and more like the 
angels' wills, and like God's own Will ; and there 
is nothing that will make us so happy as that. 




What is the will? 
What do we like doing ? 



J 
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3. But what do we pray here? 

4. Who always like to do God's will ? 

5. But do we always like it ? 

6. How then do we pray that we may like it ? 

7. What will our wills get like ? 

8. What will make us happier? 



OUR DAILY BREAD. 

**He hath given meat unto them that fear Him." — Ps. cxi. $. 

Every day we have our food. Bread and butter, 
meat and vegetables, tea, milk, sugar. Some of 
these you are most likely to have, or perhaps a 
little of all of them. Perhaps some one has taught 
you where they come from, and what they are 
made of. Let us see. 

Bread is made of flour, and flour is wheat ground 
up, and wheat is com that grows in the fields. 
God made the com, and gave rain and sunshine 
to cause it to grow. 

Then butter is churned up out of the cream that 
comes on the top of the milk. And milk is given 
by cows; and meat is their flesh — or else the flesh 
of sheep or pigs or fowls. You know Who made 
the beasts, and Who made grass to grow out of 
the ground for them to eat. 

Potatoes and peas, turnips and greens, and all 
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the rest, are God's making too ; and so is tfae 
beautiful great tall grass that has the sweet juice 
in its joints that turns into sugar j and the Chinese 
tree whose dried leaves are put into hot water to 
make our tea. 

Suppose there was no rain — or suppose it rained 
so hard that the sun did not shine— then we should 
have no bread. Or if the cows and sheep all died, 
there would be no meat, or milk, or cheese, or 
butter. 

So you see, we pray God to let all come right 
so as to let there be food for us. And that we 
may have money to buy it — yes, and health to 
eat it. Did you never feel too sick to like to eat? 
You see, when we just say, "Give us this day our 
daily bread," it means a great deal : rain and sunshine, 
and strength and skill for our fathers and ourselves to 
work, and health to eat. 

It is only bread that we speak of, because bread and 
water would keep us alive if we had no more — and 
because God has promised whoever trusts and prays 
to Him bread for each day. "Bread shall be given 
him— his water shall be sure." Very often He does 
give us plenty more than bread ; but it is just 
enough for one day that He promises us, if we 
will only make sure of it, and trust Him and pray 
to Him. 
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And when you say, " Give us this day our daily 
bread/' you ask Him to feed all manner of poor 
hungry creatures, that perhaps do not know how 
to say their prayers for themselves. 

There is another sort of Bread that our souls 
feed on, which is meant here too. But you will 
understand better about that when you are older. 

You know enough now to ask God to give you 
your daily bread every morning, and to thank 
Him for it when you are going to eat, or are leaving 
off eating. Tou know that is called Saying Grace. 
Before eating, we ask for our food to be blessed 
to us to do us good j after eating, we thank Him 
for having given it to us. 

1. How are we kept alive ? 

2. What is our food ? 

3. Where does it come from ? 

4. But who makes it grow ? 

5. Who makes us able to eat ? 

6. So what do we ask for here ? 

7. How much do we ask for ? 

8. What does God promise us ? 



OUR TRESPASSES. 

*' If ye forgive men their Ircspasscs, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you." — Matt. vi. 14. 

Trespasses is a long word, but it is not hard 
to understand. It means offences, that is, faults. 
When we ask God to forgive our trespasses we ask 
Him not to be angry with anything we have done 
to displease Him, 

We know that He will be glad to put away His 
anger, because Jesus Christ our Saviour took the 
punishment of our sins upon Himself, and bore 
it when He suffered death upon the Cross. Any one 
who is sorry, and asks for pardon for our blessed 
Saviour's sake, is sure to be forgiven, if they will 
forgive others who have vexed them. It is quite 
fair and just that nobody should receive mercy 
who will not show mercy. God has said that He 
will use us as we use other people. If we are hard 
on them, He will be hard on us ; if we are kind 
and pitying to them, He will be kind and pitying 
to us ; if we will not pardon them for off"ending us, 
He will not pardon us for offending Him. 

So when we kneel dawn and ask God to forgive 
tis, and not punish us for all the wrong things we 
have done, or thought, or said, it is of no use at 
all if we are still angry and spiteful to any one 
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who has vexed us, and are not ready to make 
it up and be friendly again. 

You know we said that the Sixth Commandment 
really taught us that we must bear no malice or 
hatred in our heart, because malice and hatred are 
the beginning of murder. Nobody can have malice 
and hatred in the heart and say a prayer to be 
pardoned, for God will not hear such a prayer. There 
is nothing to be done but to forgive, shake hands, 
and make it up, whatever it is, or else all our sins will 
get left to our account, and our Saviour will not 
blot them away for us. 

So the great thing that we must learn is to forgive 
directly, and never to keep up a quarrel. Then we 
may with a good heart and hope say, ** Forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us." 

1. What are trespasses? 

2. What do faults deserve ? 

3. Who punishes ? 

4. But can we ask to be pardoned ? 

5. Why can we hope for pardon? 

6. What must we do if we hope for pardon ? 

7. When do others trespass against us ? 

8. If we go on being angry, shall we be pardoned 

by God ? 

M 2 
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LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION. 



J be tempted above 



We belong to God's good Kingdom; we have re- 
nounced and given up Satan. But Satan wants to get us 
back. He is always trying to make us think, or 
say, or do, something we ouglit not to think, or say, 
or do. That is called tempting. 

When the idle, tired feeling comes, and makes it hard 
to learn steadily, then we are tempted. When fruits 
or sweets that we may not touch look very nice indeed^ 
then we arc tempted. When we have broken a cup 
or a glass, or done anything we fear being scolded for, 
and are afraid to tell, then we are tempted When 
some one is very provoking, and we feel very hot and 
cross and angry, then we are tempted. 

God lets us be tempted because it is good for us 
to be tried. It makes us stronger, if we can stand the 
trial. If you shake yourself up and mind your 
book, you will not feel so lazy the next day. If 
you go away from the sweet things without touch- 
ing them, they will soon seem to you no more to 
ask you to eat them than if they were stones, If you 
tell the truth, a lie will not even come into your 
head; if you keep your temper once, it will be 
easier to keep it again. 
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But what we ask is that God will spare us trials 
that are too hard for us, and will not let the devil 
tempt us so hard that we cannot keep right And we 
may depend upon it that God will take care that we do 
not get any very bad temptation while wc are doing 
just what we ought. 

If you are sent on a message, perhaps you may 
be tempted to dawdle and loiter. That seems a little 
temptation. Well, you can conquer that. But 
suppose you do loiter. Then you might lose 
the thing you had to carry, and be afraid to tell. 
Then would come the great terrible temptation to 
lying. You would have led yourself into temptation. 

If yoti take care to stand firm against the litde 
temptations, God will keep you from the great 
ones ; and every time you hold out and do right, 
God is helping you to leave some evil behind 
you. You will be getting better and better, holier 
and holier; and how blessed it will be to get quite 
out of Satan's reach, and never have to watch 
against being templed any more. 

I. ^Vho wants to have us back in his power ? 
z. How does Satan try to get us back ? 

3. What is tempting? 

4. Tell me of ways of being tempted ? 

5. So what do we ask of God ? 



J 



1 66 Teachings on the Catechism: 

6. What will He keep from us ? 

7 . With God's help need we sin ? 

8. How shall we gain His help ? 



DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 

** Now I pray to God that ye do no evil." — 2 Cor. xiii. 7. 

Evil! That is, all that is bad, all that hurts — 
all the devil's work. Satan is the Evil One, and 
the worst of all evils is hell, the dreadful place 
where he wants to have us. 

So when we say, *' Deliver us from evil," we 
ask our good God to save us from Satan, and from 
hell. And there are places in our own selves that 
can easily be touched by Satan. One of us may 
be inclined to be sly — there is the bit of evil that 
Satan could soon turn to wicked falseness. Another 
is hasty and angry — the devil might make that 
person fierce and cruel. 

But if the sly child takes care never to be untrue, 
or to be shabby or mean, and prays to be helped 
from temptation, the evil falseness in his nature 
will begin to wear out and get less. If the cross 
child keeps back word and blow, and tries to make 
up quarrels, the evil passion will waste down and 
fade away. God will be delivering us from our 
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own evil, and keeping Satan away, all our life 
through ; and then for our Holy Lord and Saviour's 
sake He will deliver us from that evil place, hell, 
and set us free from all the evil bad spots in our 
own selves for ever and ever. And oh I how happy 
we shall be when we are never afraid and never 
sorry, but have become quite good, and quite at 
peace, delivered from evil for ever ! 

1. Who is the Evil One? 

2. What is evil? 

3. What is meant by deliver ? 

4. What do we ask God to put away from us ? 

5. What should we leave off? 

6. When a bad habit is broken, what are we 

delivered from ? 

7. When will all evil be left behind ? 



THE DOXOLOGY. 



" Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty : for all that is in the heaven 
and in the earth is thine." — 1 Chron. xxix. 11. 

For Thine is the Kingdom, the Pbwer, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

We end the Lord's Prayer by praising God. " For 
Thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory 
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for ever and ever." Thine — that is, belonging to 
the Holy God to Whom we have been praying. 
He is the great King, and of His Kingdom there 
shall be no end. His is the Power. That is, God 
can do all things, and none can do anything but 
by Him. His is the Glory. God dwells in light 
wliidi no man can approach unto, among multitudes 
of Angels, who sing His praise for ever and ever. 
Goil has the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever and ever. We just are born and live and 
die, and our time here is like a moment in the 
sight of God, who liveth for ever and ever. And yet 
you see He hears our prayers, and attends to 
them, in His great Power and Glory; and we can 
never be so really glad and happy as when we 
are stretching up our hearts and voices to praise 
Him for His glorious Power and Kingdom. For 
that is what the holy Angels and Saints say in 
Heaven, and what we hope to do better and more 
joyously when we are taken thither. We do not, 
however, always say this end piece, " For thine is 
the Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory," when we 
say the Lord's Prayer. We say this piece about 
God*s glory when it is a glad time, and when we 
are giving thanks, so as to make it more joyous. 
But there is one word we always end this, and our 
other prayers, with. It is "Amen." Amen means 
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" indeed," and when we say it at the end of a prayer 
we mean, **Yes, indeed we do hope and pray that 
God will give us what we have asked for." In church 
there are many prayers that the clergyman says all 
alone; and then we all say, "Amen." That is to 
show that we all ask with him. It is as if a set of 
children set one to speak for them all to their father, 
when they wanted to ask him for something; and 
then, when he had spoken for them, they all said, 
" Yes, indeed," to show they wished and asked with 
him. So when we say " Amen " we join in and show 
that we are asking in the prayer that has been said 
for us. 

1. How do we end the prayer ? 

2. How do we praise God in it ? 

3. How long does His kingdom last? 

4. When do we say these words of praise ? 

5. How do we end ? 

6. What does " amen " mean ? 

7. When should we say it ? 
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THE GIVER OF ALL GOODNESS. 

" Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
Cometh down from the Father of lights." — James i 17. 

After you have shown that you can repeat the 
Lord's Prayer you have to learn an explanation 
of some of the things that it means, so that you may 
remember the better what you ask for in those words 
of our Blessed Lord. So you are asked, " What 
desirest thou of God in this prayer ? " and you are 
taught to answer, "I desire my Lord God, our 
Heavenly Father, Who is the Giver of all goodness.** 
Let us think about those words before we go on to 
any more. You know what words in the Prayer 
itself mean the same as " Our Heavenly Father." 
Which are they ? Yes — " Our Father which art in 
Heaven." And those same words have in them 
too "the Giver of all goodness." For you know- 
it is our fathers that give us what we want, and 
it is because God is our heavenly Father that we 
know that all goodness, and nothing but goodness, 
comes from Him; for "every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights." 

Only think how much there is meant by "the 
Giver of all goodness." He gives us all the good 
things we see and enjoy — our food and our clothes 
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— the summer sun, and the cool shade, and the 
animals, and the trees and flowers, and the pleased 
glad hearts that are happy in us. 

Then He gives us our happy homes and dear 
friends, our fathers and mothers, and brothers and 
sisters, and every one who makes us happy or teaches 
us good things. 

And He gives better things still. He gives us 
sense to know Him, and wishes to please Him, and 
rules to tell us how to please Him, and help to 
keep the rules, and sorrow if we break them and 
pardon if we are sorry, and grace to do better 
another time. All this He gives us. He makes us 
good if we will only let Him, and it is Him Whom we 
must ask for whatever we want — outward or inward,, 
for body or soul ; for He is our Heavenly Father,. 
" the Giver of all goodness." 

1. What do we call God in the Lord's Prayer? 

2. Of what is He the giver ? 

3. To whom does He give His goodness ? 

4. What good things does He give our bodies? 

5. What good things does He give our souls ? 

6. How are we sure that He will give us good 

things ? 

7. How do we know that He is able to give us^ 

all good things ? 

8. What word means that He can do all things? 
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WORSHIP, SERVICE, AND OBEDIENCE. 

" The Lord halh prepared His throne in Itie heavens, and His 
Kingdom rulelh over all, Ble!S the Lord, all ye His hosts ; 
ye ministers of His, that do liis pleasure."— Ps. ciiL 19, 21. 

" I desire my Lord God our Heavenly Father, 
Who is the Giver of all goodness, that He will send 
His grace unto me and to all people ; that we may 
worship Him, serve Him, and obey Him, as we 
ought to do." 

Now, when we said, "Our Father which art in 
Heaven," we said the same as " Who is the Giver 
of all goodness; and when we say "oter" and "we" 
and " us," it comes to the same thing as saying, " Me 
and all people." Then come the next words, " That 
He will send His grace." His grace means His good 
kind help, which is the way He gives us every- 
thing. We want that grace, " that we may worship 
Him, serve Him, and obey Him, as we ought to do." 
Now what does the Prayer itself say about " worship, 
serve, and obey? " It says, " Hallowed be Thy 
Name." Hallowed means kept holy, or honoured; 
and worship means honour. So when we say. 

Hallowed be Thy Name," it is the same as 
saying, "Help me and all people to worship God 
with holy worship, as we ought to do." 

"Then, "Thy Kingdom come." All in a kingdom 



are the king's servants, and do him service. Thus, 
when we say, " Thy kingdom come," it means, " Help 
me and all people to serve Thee as our only King, as 
we ought to do." 

"Thy Will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven." 
To obey is to do as we are told. That is to do the 
will of the person we obey. The Angels in Heaven 
obey God's holy Will as they ought to do, and that 
is the way we want to do His \Vill on earth. And 
when we say, " Thy Will be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven," it is asking God to help us and all 
people to obey Him as we ought to do. 

There are the glorious Angels with white shining 
wings, and holy Saints in Heaven always doing honour 
to God, and singing His praise, and flying forth to do 
what He commands in Heaven and on earth; and 
here should we be down on earth worshipping, 
serving, and obeying Him too. We have not our 
golden harps and crowns and palm branches yet to 
do Him honour ivith ; but we can sing and say our 
hymns and creeds, and praise Him with the Angels, 
and try to do whatever we know we ought to doj 
and if we try our best here, we shall be able to do 
Him much more beautiful service for ever and ever 
in Heaven. 

1. What is grace ? 

2. What is His grace to help us in doing? 
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3. In wliii 'j^r: of t=e pnyer do we ask to worship 

Hln 1$ we ocght ? 

4. In wzot port do we a^ to senre Him as we 

5. In what port do we a^ to obey Him as we 

d Do we ask onlr for onrsdves ? 
7. For what do we say instead of I and my ? 
S. Who worship, senre, and obey in Heaven ? 
9. What have we to do like the Holy Angels ? 



ALL THIXGS NEEDFUL. 

" He gxvetli to all life, and breath, and all thn^SL* 

— Acts rrii 25. 

"And I pray unto God that He will send us 
all things needful both for oar souls and bodies.** 

What is needful ? Needful means what is wanted. 
Things needful are things we want Things needful 
for our bodies — ^what are they ? First there is food, 
for without food we should be starved ; then there 
are clothes, for without them we should not be fit to 
be seen, and very cold ; and fire to warm ns and cook 
our food, and houses to shelter us. All these — ^food — 
clothes, house, and fire, are needful for our bodies. 

And what is needful for our souls ? Praying is 
needful for our souls; teaching and being kept 



in order is needful for our souls, or they would get bad 
and wicked. The word of God is needful for our souls ; 
cliurclies are needful for our souls ; 'good friends and 
teachers and clergymen are needful to our souls ; and 
above all, the grace of God is needful to our souls. 

When do we pray to God to give us all these things 
that our bodies and souls cannot do without? It is 
when we say, " Give us this day our daily bread," for 
daily bread means the food we want every day, and 
it means whatever else is good for our bodies. You 
know we said how we wanted health if we were to eat 
our bread, and so that " Give us this day our daily 
bread " means all the things besides food that our 
bodies want. 

And about our souls. Why should bread mean 
what they want? Because our blessed Saviour said it 
did. He said, " I am the Bread of Life." He said 
He would feed our souls, and give us living Bread 
that comes down from Heaven, You are not old 
enough yet to understand much of what those good 
words mean ; but when you are older you will enter 
more into their meaning ; and you can know now that 
when you say, " Give us this day our daily bread," you 
are asking for yourself and other people that the 
Living Bread may feed us all, and that Jesds Christ 
will give us Himself, and that we may have all the 
prayers, and all the teaching, and all the being kept in 
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order, a.nd all the church going, and else that is 
wanted to make us good, and help us to live our 
everlasting life. 

1. What do we ask God to feed us with ? 

2. But is food all we want? 

3. What word means what is wanted? 

4. What is needful for our bodies ? 

5. What is needful for our souls ? 

6. Who is the Bread of Life? 

J. What do we ask that our souls may be fed with ? 
8. What do we ask for our bodies ? 



THAT HE WILL BE MERCIFUL TO US, AND 

FORGIVE US OUR SINS. 
" As far OS the a 

Where do we ask God to be merciful to us and to 
forgive its our sins ? It is where we say, " Forgive us 
our trespasses," A sin is a trespass. For to trespass 
means to go on ground where we ought not to go ; 
and when we do wrong, we step out of the right way 
into the devil's ground. So we ask God to have mercy 
on us, and forgive us for all the times we have 
trespassed against Him^that is, gone out of the right 
path that He has marked out for us. 




I have known little children who were puzzled 
between the two words give and forgive, because they 
sound alike and come near together. But this is only 
because they do not think. Babies learn to say 
"give" when they want a thing; and we all know 
that to give anything is to put it into our hands 
for our own. 

But to forgive is to pardon — that is, to put away 
anger with one who has done wrong, to make it all 
the same as if nothing had been amiss. So we ask 
God to give us His good things, and to forgive us for 
our bad ways. Or, as we say in a prayer you will 
know better by and by— to forgive us those things of 
which our conscience is afraid, and to give us those 
good things that we are not worthy to ask. 

We could not venture to ask God either to give or 
to forgive, if we did not know that He is most 
merciful and kind; and that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
out of His great goodness and love, came down from 
Heaven to be punished for the sins that we have done, 
that so God might take us into His favour, and give 
us the good things we venture to ask for, because our 
Saviour has told us we may beg for them in His 
Name, and in His own Words. 



I. What is giving? 
3. What is forgiving ? 
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3. Where do we ask for forgiveness ? 

4. What are trespasses ? 

5. Why are sins called trespasses? 

6. Why can we hope for pardon ? 

7. Who will have mercy ? 

8. Only what must we do ? 



ALL DANGERS GHOSTLY AND BODILY. 

** The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from 
this time forth for evermore." — Ps. cxxi. 8. 

" Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil," has a long piece to explain it, of which I will 
■now tell you about the first. 

"Save and defend us in all dangers ghostly and 
bodily," we say. To be in danger is to be likely to 
be hurt or killed. People are in danger when they 
are sick and likely to die. You would be in danger 
if you were in a carriage and the horse ran away ; or 
if your clothes were to catch fire ; or if you were to 
fall into the river, or into the sea. These are dangers, 
and what would they hurt ? They would hurt you. 
Yes ; but it would be your body that they would hurt. 
They are bodily dangers. When we say, " Deliver us 
from evil," that so we may be saved in all bodily 



dangers, it means that God will be so merciful as not 
to let things hurt us ; to let us go safe by railways, or 
in ships and boats ; not to let carriages lun over us, 
nor horses run away with us, nor fire burn us, nor 
lightning sfrike us, nor any other terrible thing happen 
to us. And if we pray to Him to lake care of us, and 
are careful not to run into danger foolishly, we may 
trust to Him to save and defend us if any bodily 
danger comes near us. 

But besides our bodies we have souls. Our souls 
are spirits, and a spirit is sonietiraes called a ghost. 
So a ghostly danger is a danger to the ghost — a danger 
to the soul. 

You would be in ghostly danger if you had done 
some harm — broken a cup, spilt some ink, or the like 
— and you were so frightened that you hardly could 
make up your mind to tell. Then you would be in 
terrible ghosily danger — the danger of telling a lie. 
If you were to tell one, it would make a great sore 
bruise on your soul, that would hurt it more than the 
cut of a knife would hurt your body. It is a ghostly 
danger when you are not minding your prayers. 
It is a ghostly danger when you can't bear to do as 
you are told. It is a ghostly danger when you think 
all who try to teach you right cross and hard. So we 
ask our good God to save and defend us in all ghostly 
dangers ; to help us to remember to be good, and to 
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stand up bravely, and come safe out of the temptation^ 
"Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from- 
evil," we say ; that He may keep our bodies from 
being hurt by pain, and our souls from being hurt 
by sin. 

1. What is danger ? 

2. What is danger to the body? 

3. Tell me of some bodily dangers. 

4. What do we ask God to do for us in these 

dangers ? 

5. What does ghostly mean ? 

6. What puts the soul in danger ? 

7. What is temptation ? 

8. So what do we pray ? 



FROM ALL SIN AND WICKEDNESS, AND 

FROM OUR GHOSTLY ENEMY, AND 

FROM EVERLASTING DEATH. 

"Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, ivalketh about 
seeking whom he may devour." — i Pet. v. 8. 

You remember that I said that a ghost is a soul, 
and that ghostly meant of the soul. Then our ghostly 
enemy is the enemy of our soul ; and an enemy is one 



who wants to hurt. Who is it that wants to hurt our 
souls? It is the wicked spirit, the devil, or Satan. 
He wants to have us back again out of our blessed 
Saviour's kingdom, to make us slaves, and torment us, 
and make us miserable. Satan is our ghostly enemy, 
and he puts all the ghostly dangers in our way that 
we may do wrong, and get our souls hurt, and so that 
he may be able to catch us and keep us. 

And those whom Satan keeps have the punishment 
hehas — everlasting death. There is agreat pit waiting 
for him, full of fire and brimstone, where he will be 
closed up when the Day of Judgment comes ; and 
every one he has been able to keep on his side will be 
there with him. But they will not have no feeling or 
sense of pain, like the creatures that die here. It will 
be everlasting death, the pain and misery of dying 
always, always going on, never over, never ceasing. 

One cannot bear to think of it. It is too dreadful 
to dwell on, except to make us very much afraid of 
ever attending to one templation of our ghostly enemy ; 
and to make us pray more and more that God will 
keep us from all that leads to that most dreadful 
place — " That He will keep us from all sin and 
wickedness, and from our ghostly enemy, and from 
everlasting death." 

This is what those four words mean — " Deliver us 
&om eviL" Save us from that terrible enemy Satan, 
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and from that most evil thing of all evils — ^from 
dreadful everlasting death in the fiery place that is 
prepared for him. 

But it is not prepared for us unless we choose to go 
there. It was to save us from that place that our 
Lord Jesus came down from Heaven, and died on the 
Cross ; and He will deliver us from evil if we will but 
try to stand up against our ghostly enemy, and to say 
with all our might, " Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil." 



1. What does ghost mean ? 

2. What is an enemy ? 

3. Who is our ghostly enemy ? 

4. What does he want to make us do ? 

5. What will come of sin and wickedness ? 

6. So what do we pray to be kept from ? 

7. What is evil ? 

8. What is meant by deliver? 
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"AND THIS I TRUST HE WILL DO." 

"Whatsoever ye shall ask in My Name that will I do." 

JOHNxiv. 13. 

"This I trust He will do." What do you trust He 
will do? All that you have said. You trust — that 
is, you feel sure — that God will give you all you 
prayed for; that He will help you to worship and 
obey Him ; that He will give you food to eat ; and 
pardon your sins, and keep you from harm. You 
trust, you feel sure He will — ^you are not afraid. But 
why should you be so sure ? What should make you 
so bold as to think God will attend to such a little 
thing as you ? 

Suppose you stood by the Queen's door, and called 
out, as she was going out in her carriage, " Oh pray, 
pray, good Queen, give me some work to do I " do 
you think she would be likely to listen to you ? No \ 
she has too much to do. Most likely a policeman 
would take you away for troubling her before she 
could hear a word you said. 

But suppose, when you were calling out to the 
Queen to give you some help, a good lady of hers 
stopped and heard all you had to say, and then told 
the Queen about it, and asked her to help you. Then, 
very likely, you would get what you wanted. 
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And if that lady was very good herself and the 
Queen had promised to do all she asked because she 
was so good, then the Queen would give it to you all 
the more, for the sake of the kind lady asking for 
you. 

And next time, perhaps you would say, " Pray, 
listen to me — I am the child that good lady spoke 
for ; " then it would be all the easier to get yourself 
listened to ; and all the more, if she had told you the 
right way to speak to the Queen, and you spoke her 
very words. 

Now God is much greater than the Queen, and 
much further off, but there is no fear of your troubling 
Him. And there is One, much nearer to God than 
any lady is to the Queen, who is always laying our 
prayers before Him, and asking God to grant us what 
we ask. You know who that One is. And you know 
that He, our Lord Jesus, is goodness itself, and that 
He deserves all good things from His Father; but 
He lets us have those good things that He deserves, 
and we get them for His sake. So we come to ask 
God for all we want, because His Son Jesus Christ 
has shown us the way, and brought us near, and has 
even taught us the very words to speak to God His 
Father. And besides all that, He gave His Life that 
our sins might be pardoned, and that we might be 
brought near to God. And if God gave us His own 



for the Little Ones, 185 

Son, will He not freely give us all things else we need ? 
So, little as we are, we may trust and be quite sure 
that God will give us the good things we want, espe- 
cially when we ask in the very words His own Son, 
our dear Lord, taught us to say to Him. 

1. Do you think God will give what you ask for? 

2. Why do you think He will do so ? 

3. What words speak of His kindness? 

4. Besides who has brought us near to God ? 

5. What has He taught us ? 

6. So how do we come near to God ? 

7. How then do we end most of our prayers ? 

3. How can we dare to ask anything of the great 
God? 
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VII. 

THE SACRAMENTS. 

" This is the token of the covenant . . . between Me and you. " 

Gen. ix. 12. 

You know you have been told that you would be 
good for nothing, and not able to think or do anything 
right, if it were not for the Grace of God helping you. 
One way of getting that Grace has been taught you. 
What is that? It is praying for it. Praying, you 
know, is asking. But when you ask for anything, you 
like to know when you receive it. If your father said, 
" I have given you a book," you would still not seem 
to have it till he had put it into your hand. Now, 
God has ways of giving us His Grace, so that we may 
know when we have it; and He has appointed us 
times and ways of coming for it. 

Those ways of coming for God*s Grace are called 
His Sacraments. Praying is a sort of Sacrament ; for 
you ask with your lips and heart, and God gives you 
what you ask for. But rightly in a Sacrament you da 
something, or something is done for you ; and at the 
same time God gives you the Grace that you want. 

A Sacrament is the same as a great promise. For 
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of course God will not give you His Grace and help 
unless you promise, and mean with all your heart to- 
use it. 

So a Sacrament is doing something by which you 
bind yourself to make use of God's Grace, and in 
return you know He gives it to you. You do 
something with your body, and God does something 
to your souL 

1. What do we need to make us good ? 

2. How can we ask for grace ? 

3. What other way is there of coming for grace ? 

4. What is meant by a Sacrament ? 

5. Which part of us comes outwardly? 

6. But what is given to us ? 

7. Who promises us grace? 

8. How are we made sure of it ? 



THE TWO SACRAMENTS. 

** We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things- 
which are not seen." — 2 CoR. iv. 18. 

A Sacrament is a way of coming for God's Grace. 
There are two great Sacraments that no one can do 
without Those two are Baptism and the Supper of 
the Lord. You know that Baptism is christening.. 



You know that when there is a Baptism, the child is 
brought to the font and sprinkled with water, and 
taken to be God's own child, and so born to be a 
Christian. 

Nobody is a Christian without being baptized. 
Nobody can be made God's child without being 
baptized. We come into God's family, the Church, 
by being baptized, just as we come into our father's 
family by being born. So no one can do without 
Holy Baptism. You have been baptized, or you 
would not be a Christian child ; and so you have 
received one Sacrament, though you do not 
remember it, 

The Supper of the Lord takes place when the 
clergyman goes up to the Altar, and offers Bread and 
Wine on it, and blesses them with the same words 
our Saviour used when He said that to eat Bread and 
drink Wine that have been blessed should be the same 
as partaking of His own Body and Blood. Thus the 
Bread and Wine are made very holy, and Christians are 
allowed go up and kneel, and eat and drink this Food 
of the soul. You are too young as yet [and most likely 
you have never been there when there has been this 
sacred Feast going on], but you have seen the holy Altar 
covered with white in readiness for it, and some day 
you will be allowed to partake in it yourself. For the 
Supper of the Lord is the Food of the Soul. Souls 



for the Little Ones. 189 

can no more live their good everlasting life without It^ 
than bodies can live without meat and drink. 

And so you see there are two Sacraments that all 
Christian people must have; and they are Baptismr 
and the Supper of the Lord. 

1. How many Sacraments are there? 

2. Can any one do without them ? 

3. What are they ? 

4. What is Baptism ? 

5. What is done for our soul in Baptism ? 

6. Which is the other Sacrament ? 

7. What is fed in that Sacrament ? 

8. Can we live without birth or food ? 

9. Can our soul live without birth or food ? 



THE OUTWARD VISIBLE SIGN. 

** There are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and 
the water, and the blood." — i John v. 8. 

A Sacrament is made up of two parts — the outward 
visible sign, and the inward spiritual grace. Visible 
means what we can see. Our faces are visible, the 
sky and sun and trees and flowers are visible, because '. 
we can see them. And now what is a sign ? A sign 
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is somelhing visible, to show us that there is more 

beyond. 
The sign of an inn is a board with a picture or with 

letters on it, to show that people can get food within 
the house. The sign-post at the cross-roads stands 
there to show that the road it points down will lead 
to the town whose name is written on it. The red 
signal at Ihe station is turned on as a sign that the 
train should stop. The flag on the top of the Queen's 
palace is a sign that the Queen is there. If people's 
cheeks are pale, and their eyes heavy, it is a sign that 
they are ill or unhappy. 

When you look up at an inn, do you see the food 
there ? How do you know it is there ? When you 
look at the road, do you see . . . . ? But how do 
you know there is such a place ? When people say 
the Queen is at her palace, do they see her? How 
are they sure she is there ? When a person is said to 
be ill, do we see the illness? But what makes us 
think so? 

Then what is a sign ? Is it not something that we 
can see to make us sure of what we cannot see ? And 
so a Sacrament has a part we can see, to make us sure 
of the part we cannot see, hut can only believe in. 
The part in Baptism that we can see is the Water j 
the parts that can be seen in the Supper of the Lord 
are Bread and Wine. These are signs. The Water 
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washing our body is a sign of the Holy Spirit washing 
our souls ; the eating the holy Bread and Wine is a 
sign of the partaking of the Holy Body and Blood of 

Christ. 

1. How many parts are there in a Sacrament ? 

2. What does visible mean ? 

3. What is a sign for ? 

4. What is it to make us sure of? 

5. What is the sign in Baptism ? 

6. What are the signs in the Lord's Supper ? 

7. Of what is the water a sign? 

8. Of what are the Bread and Wine signs ? 



THE INWARD SPIRITUAL GRACE. 

"All things are double, one against another." 

EccLUS. xlii. 24. 

The first part of a Sacrament is the outward visible 
sign. That means what is done to our outer part, our 
body, and which we can see and feel. The second 
part is the inward spiritual grace. Inward means 
what is within, out of sight. Spiritual means belong- 
ing to the spirit or soul. Grace means a good and 
kind help and favour. You see our soul wants good 
done to it. But we cannot see our soul ; we cannot 



^ 
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get at it. Only our blessed Saviour has been so 
merciful as to say that when certain things are done 
to our bodies outside, the grace that belongs to them 
shall be given to our souls inside. 

When you get a good mark, you see it, and know- 
it is reckoned to you for a prize. When you stand 
laughing and smiling we know you are glad, though 
we cannot see the gladness inside you. If you look 
pale and heavy we know you are ill, though we 
cannot see the illness within you. So when the 
outward sign is made, the inward grace comes within, 
though nobody can see it. The inward Grace in 
Baptism is the Holy Spirit washing our souls from 
sin, and making us children of God. The inward 
Grace in the Supper of the Lord is the soul's being 
fed upon the Body and Blood of our Blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ. The way in which a little child's soul 
is washed from sin, and it is born to be God's own 
child, is by the Water being poured on it, and the 
holy Words said over it. The way in which people's 
souls can be made to partake of the spiritual Food of 
the Body and Blood of Christ, is by eating of the 
Bread and Wine over which the Priest has said our 
Lord's own holy Words. So when we take the 
outward sign with our bodies, God gives the inward 
grace to our soul. 
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1. What IS the outer part of us ? 

2. What is the inward part ? 

3. What is the outer part of a Sacrament? 

4. What is the inward part ? 

5. What part of us needs the Grace ? 

6. How is the Grace made to come to our souls? 

7. How do we know when the Grace is given to 

the soul ? 

8. What is the Grace in Baptism ? 

9. What is the Grace in the Holy Communion ? 



ORDAINED BY CHRIST HIMSELF. 

** The things that are seen are temporal, but the things that are 
not seen are eternal." — 2 CoR. iv. 18. 

A Sacrament is an outward visible sign of an 
inward spiritual grace given irnto us, ordained by 
Christ Himself. ^ That is to say, a Sacrament consists 
of an outer thing that Jesus Christ our Lord com- 
manded that we should have done to our bodies, that 
so we might come to Him to give us an inner blessing 
to our souls. 

The outer thing in Baptism is being washed with 
water, with the words, " I baptize thee, in the Name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost." The 

o 



194 Teadun;:^ on the Cafe di ism .- 



inward blessing is otur souls being bom agafn^ dean 
firom sin, to be God's own children. 

The outer thing in the Lord's Sapper is the eatmg 
of the Bread and drinking of the Wine, Aat have been 
made holy by the priest repeating oar Lord's woids 
over them. The inner blessing is the partaking of the 
blessed Body and Blood of Christ oar Saviour. 

Now when did Christ BLimself ordain these things ? 
First, he told a learned man who came to Him by 
night, that " Except a man be bom of Water and the 
Spirit, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." And a 
long time after, when He was just going away into 
Heaven again. He said to His disciples, " Go ye into 
all nations, and preach the Gospel to every creature, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved." 

This was the way in which He ordained Holy 
Baptism. And on the very night before He was 
:going to be crucified, when He was alone with His 
twelve disciples, after Supper He took bread and 
brake it, and gave to them, saying, " Take, eat, for 
this is My Body which is given for you." And then 
He gave them the cup of wine, and said, " Drink ye 
all of this, for this is My Blood of the New Testament. 
Do this, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
Me." 
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And thus it was that He ordained the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. 

1. Who appointed the Sacraments ? 

2. What are these two ? 

3. When did He appoint Baptism ? 

4. When did He appoint the Holy Communion ? 

5. What did He say about Baptism ? 

6. What did He say about the Holy Communion ? 

7. Who are to be baptized ? 

3. Who are to receive the Holy Communion ? 



AS A MEANS WHEREBY WE RECEIVE 

THE SAME. 

" He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 

Mark xvi. 16. 

A Sacrament is an outward visible sign of an inward 
spiritual grace given unto us, ordained by Christ 
Himself, as a means whereby we receive the same. 
When we say this, it tells us that a Sacrament is a 
sign that we can see, of a grace that we cannot see, 
and that our Saviour Christ ordained that when our 
bodies come for the sign, our souls should receive the 
grace. Receiving the sign is the way to receive the 

o 2 
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**& mfgrr^ wtxecesy we recBsie ttte S3zni& Ui^gTwy j^ 
ti^ sane is. i^s^- If joxl mrf, ^ I ^odid ^r&-<* to go 
Qo die aexr mwn, bnr I ^Z7e not t&e means^'* I shoold 
uujesscmd oat jon Frarf no hnne narcznc^e to take 
jcj€L diere. Ygh. htl no wsr of gprrrrr^ tliere:. Xow 
m we wanted good ffnne to oar socdisy we ^ocld not 
kcow faow ta get st thenr. We sfaoold zsot know the 
W2J of making a. Titrte- bobj God's child or of washing 
it firom sn, nntfig ocr Soiicnzr had taog^ ns tiie way 
CSC die means. The water acd the words are the wa j, 
or die means when^yr, diat isbj whkhr the Iittiebaby 
has its sold washed foxn sin. Thej are the means 
wheieb J it lecehres the inward grace of bdng washed 
from sin. And when we say "^ the same," it stands for 
what has gone befcne. It is as if we said, ''an oot- 
ward sign of an inward grace, givai unto ik^ ordained 
by Christ Himself as a means whereby we receive the 
inward spiritual grace." Only for shcHt we call it ** the 



same.'' 



i« What can we see in a Sacrament? 

2. What cannot we see? 

3. What is the way of getting the grace ? 

4. Who said that taking the sign should receive the 

grace? 

5. Who gives the grace through the sign? 
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6. What is a means ? 

7. What does whereby mean ? 

8. By what means is the grace given ? 



A PLEDGE TO ASSURE US THEREOF. 

** This do in remembrance of Me." — Luke xxii. 19. 

A Sacrament is an outward visible sign of an inward 
spiritual grace, given to us, ordained by Christ Him- 
self, as a means whereby we receive the same. That 
is, once more, a Sacrament is something we can see 
and touch with our outer senses, by which some great 
good is conveyed to our souls, because our blessed 
Saviour said that the receiving the sign should be the 
way of getting at the inward grace. Besides, if any one 
said, " How do you know that the baby there has 
been washed from sin ? " you could answer, " Because 
I saw the water poured over it, and heard the words 
said." Then you see we have something to make us 
sure that the baby is really washed from sin. That 
something is called a pledge. 

Some school- children, when they have done their 
lessons well, get a ticket, and at the end of the year 
these tickets are counted up, and they have a prize 
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given to them. These tickets are at once signs of 
their having learnt their lessons, and pledges of the 
prize they are deserving. The ticket is something 
beforehand to assure them of the prize. It is not the 
prize itself, but it is a foretaste of it ; it is a pledge to 
assure them thereof. 

Just in the same way, the outward part of a 
Sacrament is a sign of the inward grace ; and also 
a pledge to assure us that we really are getting the 
good things unseen that God has promised to us. We 
have to believe God's own word that he does give our 
souls these good things, and then He gives them 
to us. 

1. What is a pledge ? 

2. What does thereof mean ? 

3. Of what does the pledge assure us ? 

4. What makes us sure of getting the grace ? 

5. Why do we want something to make us sure of 

the grace ? 

6. What does taking the outer part do for us ? 
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THE BAPTISMAL OUTWARD SIGN. 
"By a new and living Way." — Heb. x 20. 

To be baptized, is to be washed with water, while 

the minister of God says, " N ^ I baptize thee in 

the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost." 

That is Baptism. Most children are carried to 
church at a month old, in long white robes ; and 
after the Second Lesson, are taken to the font by their 
Godmothers and Godfathers, and the clerg)rman says 
prayers, and the Godfathers and Godmothers make 
promises for the little one to keep; and then the 
clergyman consecrates the water, and takes the baby 
in his arms, and says, "Name this child ;" and when 
he is told the name he baptizes by it, by pouring water 
on the forehead, and by saying the words. 

But some poor little babies are ill or weak, and 
likely not to live. Then the clergyman comes to them 
at home, and there are no Godfathers and God- 
mothers ; but he pours the water, and says the words, 
and the little baby is really baptized quite as well as if 
it had been to church. Only if it gets well, it will be 
brought to church for the rest of the Service. 

Some babies, especially those in Greece and Russia, 
are dipped quite into the water ; but just the same 
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words are said over them. Sometimes people have 
not learnt the truth till they are grown up. Then 
they stand up to be baptized ; and the minister holds 
them by the hand, and pours water on their head, but 
always with the same holy words. 

Everybody is baptized with water, and with those 
words, only once. Otherwise it is no real Baptism at 
all ; for the outward and visible sign of Baptism, 
ordained by Christ Himself, is, " Water, wherein the 
person is baptized, in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

1. What is done when a child is baptized ? 

2. What is said ? 

3. What is meant by the word baptize ? 

4. In Whose Name are we baptized ? 

5. Is every one baptized in the same way ? 

6. What is given to the child ? 

7. When are babies baptized at home? 

8. When are grown up people ever baptized ? 

9. Why must every one be baptized ? 
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THE INWARD GRACE OF BAPTISM. 

" They shall be a sign between Me and you." — Ezek. xx. 20. 

The outward sign of Baptism is the being washed 
while the holy words are said. What happens to the 
little child's soul while the water is poured and the 
words said? Its soul is washed clean from all the 
"sinfulness Adam left to it. Its soul is as if all the 
badness had been drowned off. It is as free from sin 
as a dead thing is. But it is alive itself. It is bom 
fresh and new to a beautiful new life, a new beginning, 
all bright, for it is God's own child now. The poor 
little baby was born, just as all Adam's children are, 
with the taint of his fault on it, and belonged to the 
race of men and women who were under God's dis- 
pleasure. It was by nature born in sin, and the child 
of wrath. But when it was baptized, the sin was 
washed off and killed, the wrath was done away, and 
it was taken to be God's own child, and His grace is 
ready to help it at every step. It is made by Baptism 
the child of Grace, or as the Catechism answer says, 
it is hereby made the child of Grace. It has been 
taken out of the power of the devil, and bom to 
be the child of God. 

1. What is the outward sign in baptism ? 

2. What is the inward grace ? 
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3. What is done to the baby's body ? 

4. What is done to the child's soul ? 

5. What is washed off its soul ? 

6. What is fresh bom ? 

7. Whose child is it born to be ? 

8. What life has begun ? 



REQUIREMENTS OF BAPTISM. 

** Repent and be baptized." — Acts ii. 38. 

" If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest." 

— Acts viii. 37^ 

When God is so merciful and good as to take us 
for His own children, and wash all our sins away, He 
calls on us to do something ourselves. He will not 
take away our sins, unless we care to have them taken 
from us. He will not wash us unless we wish to be 
clean. He will not pardon us unless we are sorry. 
Being sorry for sin is called repentance. So it is re- 
quired that when people are baptized, there should be 
repentance. 

Besides that, it is no use for any one to be baptized 
who does not believe it would do him any good, or 
make any difference to him. He must believe what 
God says, or it would be only insolence to come to 
Him, and He would not accept us. So those who are 
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baptized must have belief. And belief is called faith. 
So it is required that when people are baptized, they 
should have faith. 

What then is required of persons to be baptized, is 
"Repentance, whereby they forsake sin; and faith, 
whereby they steadfastly believe the promises of God 
made to them in that Sacrament" That Sacrament 
is Baptism; and what the baptized people have ta 
believe is God's promise that when they are baptized 
He makes them members of Christ, children of God, 
and inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, if they 
will only repent, and believe, and go on to obey His 
Commandments. So all that God requires of those 
who come to be baptized is Rei)entance and Faith. 

1. Can sins be forgiven when no one is sorry? 

2. What is sorrow for sin called ? 

3. So what is required at Baptism ? 

4. What else is required ? 

5. What is faith ? 

6. Why is faith wanted ? 

7. What has to be believed ? 

8. What are the two feelings required at Baptism ?• 
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INFANT R^PnSM. 

*' Soffier the little diDdxai to come unto Me." — ^31ark z. 14. 

Most people are baptized when thejr are little 
babies. They cannot repent of their sins^ because 
they have never done anything at alL They cannot 
believe, because they do not understand anything. 
They cannot speak to renounce the devil, or to de- 
clare their fiaith, or to promise to obey. How can 
they be allowed to be baptized then ? 

But our kind Saviour said, '' Suffer the litde children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not" And the 
old sinfulness that came to them from Adam and Eve 
may be washed off, they may be taken as God's 
children, and carried out of the devil's power, before 
they know anything about it themselves. 

All that is wanting is that some one should renounce 
the devil for them, and declare that they shall grow 
up believing all that God tells them, and trying to 
obey Him. That is enough. The people who make 
these promises are our Godfathers and Godmothers ; 
^nd they are also called Sureties, because they come 
to make it sure that the child they bring to be baptized 
will be taught that he has forsaken the devil's service, 
and that he will learn to believe all that God tells him, 
•as soon as he is old enough to hear about it 
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So God is so merciful as to allow little infants to be 
baptized^ because they can promise both their forsak- 
ing sin and believing God by the voices of their 
Godfathers and Godmothers. By the voices of 
these kind friends both repentance and faith are 
promised for them. Or as the answer in the Catechism 
says, **they promise them both by their Sureties." 
And God, who loves little children, is so merciful as 
to accept that promise just as if the child had himself 
made it. 

1. Can little babies repent and believe? 

2. Why not? 

3; But why can they be baptized? 

4. What did our blessed Lord say? 

5. What is done then ? 

6. Who promise ? 

7. What is the other name for Sureties? 

8. What do the Sureties promise ? 



THE PERFORMANCE. 

** I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep Thy 
righteous judgments." — Ps. cxix. 106. 

The Godfathers and Godmothers promise repentance 
and faith ; but the person who is to repent and believe 
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is the child. When he comes to age — that is, as soon 
as he knows right from wrong — he is to forsake sin. 
As soon as you know a thing is naughty, you are of 
age to forsake it ; you know that you must not do it. 
As soon as you are old enough to know that God 
made you, and to learn about holy things, you are of 
age to have faith. And so you can be already be- 
ginning to perform what your Godfathers and God- 
mothers undertook that you should perform. If you 
do not try to keep their promises, God will take His 
blessing away from you. If you do try. He will go 
on giving you His blessing. 

You know, when I ask, " Dost thou not think that 
thou art bound to believe and do all that they have 
promised for thee?" you answer, "Yes, verily, and 
by God's help so I will." So you say you do feel that 
you must keep the promises they made for you. 
Then try and keep them. Keep away from all that is 
wrong, and believe in God. You are bound to do 
that now. By and by, you will make your promise over 
again for yourself; but you are just as much obliged 
to keep the promises now, if you would have the 
blessings, as you will be then. 

1. Who promised? 

2, What did your Godfathers and Godmothers 

promise ? 
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3. But who is to do what they promised ? 

4. Where did you say you knew you must do as 

they promised ? 

5. How soon can you begin to keep your promise ? 

6. What shall you have to promise when you grow 

older? 

7. But must you wait till then to begin doing 

it? 

8. What is God doing for you ? 



THE ORDAINING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

** For as oft as ye eat this Bread and drink this Cup, ye do shew 
the Lord's Death till He come." — i CoR. xi. 26. 

On the very night when our blessed Lord knew 
His enemies were coming to take Him and put Him to 
death, He gave His Apostles holy Bread and Wine, 
saying, "This is My Body," and " This is My Blood;'* 
*' do this in remembrance of Me." 

So the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was ordained 
to be always a remembrance of the death of our 
Blessed Lord. The Bread is broken because His 
Body was wounded and torn on the Cross for us ; the 
Wine is poured, because His Blood flowed out of the 
Wounds that were made for us, when He was nailed 
upon the Cross. 
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Then He ivas a Sacrifice, or Offering, slain because 
of our sin ; and when the holy Bread and Wine are 
offered before God, it is a remembrance, and a going 
over again of the likeness of that great and holy 
Sacrifice. So the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
keeps ever in remembrance how Christ our Lord was 
offered up for us. It sets that great Offering before 
God, and before us, and brings home all the good 
things, the benefits, that Christ won for us. The 
good things He won for us were the being freed from 
Satan, being brought near to God, and having the 
Holy Spirit sent to us, with many more benefits, 
These good things come fresh and fresh to those who 
join in the holy Sacrament. And so it is a continual 
remembrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of Christ, 
and of the benefits we receive thereby — that is, by the 
Death of Christ. 



1. What are the two Sacraments? 

2. Who ordained both ? 

3. When did our blessed Lord ordain the Lord's 

Supper ? 

4. What did He give His Apostles? 

5. What did He say ? 

6. What is to be remembered? 

7. What is a sacrifice ? 

8. Who was offered for us ? 
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THE OUTWARD PART. 

•* Except ye eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and drink His 
Blood, ye have no life in you." — ^John vi. 53. 

When the holy Supper of the Lord is to be held in 
remembrance of the Sacrifice of His death, there is a 
hush and stillness in the Church, for it is a very awful, 
holy time. 

The priest goes to the east end of the church, 
where the table of the Lord, or as we generally call it, 
the Altar, stands, and after he has read us God's Ten 
Commandments, and a message from the Apostles, 
and a message from Christ Himself, and when we 
have spoken out our Belief, he sends round to take 
our offerings of alms, and then lays them upon the 
Altar with the bread and wine, and asks of God to 
accept them from us, as offered up to Him. 

After that, there is a confession of our sins, and the 
priest reads us God's message of pardon in Christ's 
Name, so that we may come holy and clean to the 
heavenly Feast ; and we praise God altogether for His 
great glory. 

Then the priest consecrates the Bread and Wine by 
saying over them the very words our Saviour said 
when He gave them to His disciples ; so that as our 
priest is representing to us our Lord Himself, it makes 

P 
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that same first great Feast go on to us, and we are 
eating with Him as truly as the first Apostles were 
then. So those who are going to partake come up 
in great awe and silence, and kneel down before the 
Altar, while the priest gives them first the piece of 
Bread, and then the cup of Wine, and they take it 
upon their knees, with their heads bowed down, in 
remembrance of their blessed Lord and Saviour, and 
of His Suffering and Death. 

1. Where is the Holy Communion given? 

2. What is the Holy Table called ? 

3. Who celebrates the Holy Communion ? 

4. What does the priest take ? 

5. What does he say over them ? 

6. Who first said those words ? 

7. To whom did He say them ? 

8. What great Feast goes on ? 



THE INWARD PART. 

*' If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live for ever." 

John vi 51. 

The partakers of the Lord's Supper take the holy 
Bread, and drink the Wine ; but they know that these 
are a great deal more than Bread and Wine, for that 
our Saviour Himself said, " This is My Body," and 
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"This is My Blood," and they have just heard the 
words repeated to them by their own priest. 

So, though they cannot tell how it is, they know 
that the great and blessed wonder is worked, that those 
who receive that Bread and Wine with their bodies, 
really receive the Body and Blood of Christ, and 
become partakers of Him, being quite joined to Him, 
and becoming one with Christ, and Christ with them. 

It is very wonderful and awful, but so it is ; and we 
know it upon Christ's own blessed Word, and we must 
believe it, and be very thankful for it. For we know 
that if we will be faithful, and try to be holy, the 
Blessed Body of Christ, which was given for us, and 
the blessed Blood of Christ, which was shed for usi 
will preserve our souls to everlasting life ; and so we 
praise and bless and glorify God and our Lord Who 
gave Himself for us on the cross, and gives Himself to 
us in this marvellous way. 

1. What did our Lord say of the bread ? 

2. What did He say of the wine ? 

3. So what does He thus give to us ? 

4. Can we understand how this is ? 

5. But must we not believe it ? 

6. For Who said it was so ? 

7. What is the outward part ? 

8. What is the inward part ? 
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THE BENEFITS. 

" For Mj Flesh is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink indeed.'' 

John vi 55. 

Great benefits, very good things, come to us in the 
blessed Sacrament of tbe Lord's Sapper. Our bodies 
caimot live without food, no more can our souls 
Just as bread is given for food, and wine for drink, the 
Body of Christ is the food of the soul, the Blood 
of Christ is the drink of the souL When we are 
tired and weak, food makes us strong ; and our souls 
get tired and weak too, and then they want the Body 
and Blood of Christ to refresh and make them strong 
to go on trying hard to be holy, and to fight their 
fight with the sins they gave up at their baptism. You 
know we have first to be bom, and then to be kept 
alive with food and drink ; and we should languish and 
die if we had nothing to eat And our soul is bom to 
everlasting life in oiu: baptism, and then it has to be 
kept alive with the Spiritual Food of the Body and 
Blood of Christ, or else it would get weak, and be 
easily ready to fall into sin ; and though we should not 
feel it die, it would get really dead, and have no 
understanding about God and good and holy things, 
but be hard and dull, and thai nothing could bring us 
to life again but the special wakening power of Christ 
our Lord, Who brought dead bodies to life, and can 
bring dead souls to life. 
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1. What is a benefit? 

2. What good things are given to us in the Holy 

Communion ? 

3. What keeps the body alive? 

4. What keeps the soul alive? 

5. What happens when our bodies are hungry? 

6. What happens when our souls are hungry ? 

7. How do they need to be kept strong ? 



THE REQUIREMENTS. 

" Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that Bread, 
and drink of that Cup." — i CoR. xi. 28. 

It would be very profane to go to receive the 
blessed Supper of the Lord without trying and wishing 
to be the better for it, and to grow liker and liker to 
our Blessed Saviour. So everybody that comes must 
examine themselves, that is, think well about their 
ways of going on, and find out whether they repent 
them truly of their former sins, that is, whether they 
are very sorry for what they have done wrong, whether 
they steadfastly purpose to lead a new life, that is, 
whether they really mean to do their best to leave off 
their faults, with a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Christ. That is, whether they are sure that they 
heartily believe that Jesus Christ our Lord takes 
away their sins, and that God pardons them for His 
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sake ; and last of all, whether they be in charity with 
all men. Charity is love, and when we come to the 
Altar to be so near our Saviour Who loved us all so 
much, He will not have us unless we love one another. 
We must put all anger and crossness out of oiu: hearts, 
and forgive every one who has oflfended us, or else it is 
worse than of no use to kneel before the Altar. If vre 
love one another, Christ will make us one with Him, 
and bless us for ever and evei. 

1. What is examining? 

2. What are people to ask themselves? 

3. For what should they be sorry ? 

4. What should they learn ? 

5. What should they believe in ? 

6. What should they remember ? 

7. What should they feel ? 

8. What is Charity ? 



THE END. 
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